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EMERSON 


RESUSCITATOR 


will prove itself your most dependable aid 


There is no excuse for using anything but the best 
equipment in fighting fire and death. 





High on the list of "“Musts" is the finest resusci- 
tator money can buy—the EMERSON. Why? The 
simple fact that it is designed and built by an or- 
ganization which has had more experience making 
automatic artificial respiration equipment—iron lungs 
and resuscitators—than any other! 


Don't fail to take advantage of this experience. 


Let us arrange a demonstration before your com- 
pany or rescue squad. 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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FEDERAL SIREN FEATURES 


Rotor: die-cast zinc alloy or cast aluminum; 
precision machined and individually balanced. 
Large air volume slips easily past the thin- 
smooth rotor blades; minimum current con- 
sumption. 


Ports: knife-edge ports in rotor and stator 
assure sharp, true pitch, tremendous volume. 
; Accurately spaced, carefully machined for tone 

quality, clearness, and power. Number of 
ports balanced with motor speed for high 
efficiency. 


FEDERAL Coaster Siren | 


Ceaster Brake: stops roll, and sound, in- 


stantly; operated by separate button on dash. 
This is actual electric solenoid brake on the 
rotor; no harmful reversing of motor. 


Motor: heavy duty, long life; low friction 
bronze or ball bearings; 6 to 12 volt models. 


Flashing Red Light: other models with oscil- 
lating red light driven by separate motor; no 
external parts to freeze or jam; swings hori- 
zontally; no wasteful up-and-down motion. 


Federal sirens have a tremendously powerful tone that de- 
mands attention, clears the way. This model has a clear-cut 
distinctive double tone; and coasts almost two minutes after 
current is off. 

shea , , 

This is a true coaster type. Special clutch mechanism releases 
the rotor, allowing it to coast much longer than so-called “long- 
roll” types, which seldom roll over 30 seconds. Siren can be 
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stopped instantly with the electric brake, which is available ~ 
if desired. 





A wide choice of Federal sirens is available—with oscillating or 
flashing lights; single or double tone; special brackets available 
for roof or fender mounting. All are durably built and precision- 
machined for long service and powerful clear-the-way tone. 
For fire, police, ambulance, general alarm, and industrial use. 
Write for illustrated bulletin on types you need. 


Get this Bulletin FREE 


Details, illustrations and prices 
on this and other types of 
Federal sirens. Write today. 
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HEN an advertiser marks his 

advertising message "T F", 
that means, in publisher's vernacular, 
“run until forbidden”. 


@ Looking back over the early issues of 
FIRE ENGINEERING of 20, 30 and even 50 
years ago, one is impressed with the number 
and diversity of manufacturers of apparatus 
and equipment whose first sales message to 
the fire service appeared in FIRE ENGI- 
NEERING, and who, since that time, have 
consistently marked their messages in this 
journal: "TF". 


@ In retrospect, also, one is impressed with 
the vast army of FIRE ENGINEERING 
readers — outstanding members of the firé 
service, who have, in effect, marked their 


subscriptions to FIRE ENGINEERING “T F", 


@ The publishers of FIRE ENGINEERING 
are proud of the confidence of readers and 
advertisers in this journal. At the same 
time, we are fully cognizant of the respon- 
sibiity such confidence entails upon us as 
publishers to maintain the high standard of 
publishing excellence which has character- 
ized this journal for over 67 years. 


@ It is a promise and a prediction thar 
future numbers of FIRE ENGINEERING will 
continue to justify the faith of these readers 
and advertisers. 


Hu Ration 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
lished on the fifteenth of each month 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., alse pal ublishers of 
Water Works Engineering, Sewage orks Engi- 
neering, etc. [Subscription price: U. S., Latin Amer- 
ica = Canada, $2.50 a year; Foreign, $3.50; 
Single copies, 25c. {Member ek Audit Bureau 
of Circulations and Associated Business mat i 

Inc. {Entered as second-class matter Ap: 

1929, at the Post Office at N York, N. 
under Act of March 3, 1879. {Contents of this 
issue copyrighted, 1946, by Case-Shepperd-Mann 
Publishing Corp. President and Advertising 
Director, Kart M. Mann; Vice-President 
General Manager, I. Herpert Case; Secretary 
and Editorial Director, Frep Sueprerp; Assist- 
ant Advertising Director, Watter H. FREDRICKS; 
Advertising Manager, Wittiam J. GrBson; 
panama Fe Manager, W. H. Tornam. Cuicaco 
Orrice: S. Crgvencer and L. M. Rocus, 
6 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago 2, Ill; Sam 
FRANCISCO: CHARLES H. Wooutey, ‘605 Market 
Street, San Francisco 5, Calif.; Los AnGELzs: 
Avoust wool 6000 Miramonte wr | Los 
Angeles 1, Calif. {Printed in U. S. 


A CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
PUBLICATION 
Specialized 
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“NO-LEAK” 
SHUT-OFF 
NOZZLE 


Conventional design and vonstrvttte ve 
been perfected in this sturdy, serviceable shut- 
off nozzle. Body is a single-piece bronze cast- 
ing. This construction, with valve suspended 
internally from both ends, in combination with 
a water jacket formed by clearance between 
valve and the shut-off body permits rough 
usage without injury. 

Positive shut-off, regardless of variations in 
water pressure, is provided by a special hard 
shoe insert on the discharge side of the valve 
center (a one-piece bronze casting). The spe- 
cial composition of the shoe segment lubricates 
the bearing surface assuring quick, easy shut- 
off action, and eliminates necessity of grinding. 


The waterway of the body and valve center is 
machined straight and perfectly aligned to in- 
sure a smooth, solid stream. Inside posi- 
tive stop retains alignment independently 
of handles. 


The Akron “No Leak” Shut-off Nozzles 
are made in three sizes: 3/4’’, 1-1/2’’ 
and 2-1/2’’, with or without play pipe, 
and in two styles of Siamese assemblies. 


WOOSTER, OHIO 


AKRON BRASS 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 





AKRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, INC. 
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"Twas more than an Irishman’s Dream 


This Mack 85, resplendent in Irish 
green, is first at the fires with the 
Martinsburg Fire Dept. in West 
Virginia. 

It’s unconventional because it’s green. But 
more so because of its equipment —the ‘‘one- 
man hook-up,” with its auxiliary length of 
4-inch suction hose arranged with a swivel, 
permits one man to put the truck into opera- 
tion quickly . . . and its ladders, all hinged to 





ING 
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be swung outward when the hose is loaded! 


In addition to its most modern fire-fight- 
ing equipment, this “85” is powered by the 
famous Mack Thermodyne Engine. A com- 
bination that gives longer, more efficient ser- 
vice, at less cost! 


Mack Manufacturing Corporation 
Fire Engine Department 
Empire State Building, New York 1, N. Y. 


FIRE APPARATUS 





If your community needs additional fire-fight- 
ing equipment or replacements, think of Mack. 
Remember, Mack Fire Apparatus is backed by 
the greatest engineering resources in the industry. 


PERFORMANCE COUNTS! 
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NICE STOPS 


ey FMC nicu-pressure 


FOG FIRE FIGHTER 
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THIS FULLY-LOADED gasoline truck blazed furiously. A SINGLE FMC UNIT arrived and brought all flames under control in a few minutes! 

Nearest available fire equipment failed to stop the fire. Thanks to the FMC High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighter, traffic on this main highway was 

It looked like 7 hours of blocked highway traffic, until... resumed many hours earlier than otherwise possible. Proof again—FMC equipment and 
technique fight fire faster. 


Pan ee sat 
as: oT tleea 









With the FMC unit, you get 850 Ibs. pump pressure, 600 
Ibs. (or more) gun pressure. FMC equipment and tech- 
nique give amazing fast attack with quick extinguishment 
and minimum water damage. The FMC High-Pressure 
Fog Fire Fighter is Underwriters’ Laboratories approved. 





IN THIS HOUSE, the lower floor was saved 
by FMC High-Pressure Fog after the 


upper floor was completely ablaze. 
Sei cara 4 





FMC EQUIPMENT fravelled 12 miles, found 
this upper story a flaming inferno, but scored 
another ace for quick extinguishment 
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delivered to North Girard Fire 
Co., Girard, Pa., this FMC unit carries 
430 gallons of water, two bose lines, 
two guns and complete equipment. 





will 
THIS WAREHOUSE FIRE was cut off im- 
mediately by FMC High-Pressure Fog. FMC 4 HIGH- PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER 
For fast fire fighting, FMC equipment is 


setting new records daily. The facts are CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 


yours for the asking—investigate. 


FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION 
John Bean Mfg. Co., 709 Hazel St., Lansing 4, Mich. + Bean-Cutler Division, 409 Julian St., San Jose, Calif. 


BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 


Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Shown above is a dramatic moment in the rescue of an Ashtabula, 


Ohio, fireman who nearly lost his life in an attempted rescue of two 
boys from drowning. 


An E & J Resuscitator, recently purchased by the Ashtabula Fire 
Department, and brought to the scene as shown in the picture*, is 
credited with saving this fireman's life. Nearly drowned, badly 
bruised, and suffering a concussion, it was essential that no bodily 
pressure be used in the effort to revive him. That's where the E & J 
did its stuff! 


In cases where breathing has stopped, the E & J Resuscitator auto- 
matically inhales and exhales for the patient. Internal injuries, severe 
burns, fractured ribs or pregnancy are not impediments to efficient 
and successful artificial respiration when this modern scientific instru- 
ment is available. 








*Photo—courtesy Ashtabula Star Beacon 


E & J MANUFACTURING €0., GLENDALE, CALIF. 


Pioneers and Specialists in Mechanical Artificial Respiration 
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NOW 


DELUXE DESK CONSOLE 





8-inch speaker—protected by 
new grille. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


ERE is a new single-unit 60-watt FM Deluxe Desk Console, with 
important improvements in control, metering, ease of installa- 
tion, and styling. 


@ Two multi-purpose meters, @ Panel-mounted cyclometer-type 
with selector switches, make it electric clock for convenience 
easy to check all important in making log entries. 
ransmitter circuit and receiver ° 
pm op con ag . @ Selector switches, “on-off” 

se switch, indicating lights, re- 

@ Convenient hang up or desk ceiver squelch and -— con- 
microphone. trols are clearly labeled for 

: : uick reading. 

@ All interconnections are fac- ao 8 
tory-assembled. Ready to go @ Hinged top cover allows easy 
with only one antenna lead, oy ee and servicing. Key 
one power cord, and one mi- lock for security and protection. 

rophone ca in. . . 
or e cable to plug i @ New, good-looking cabinet, 

@ Alnico V permanent magnet heavy-gauge steel construction, 


rounded edges, new high lustre 
blue-gray finish. 





The new G-E 60-watt Deluxe Desk Console includes all these improve- 
ments with better coverage, increased range, reliability, low over all mainte- 
nance, plus the time-proved features that have made General Electric FM 
fire-fighting radio famous. 


G-E radio engineers are located in principal cities. For complete infor- 
mation and assistance in planning your fire-fighting radio system, call or 
write your nearest General Electric office or the Electronics Department, 
Section SOOE, General Electric Company, Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


FIRST AND GREATEST NAME IN ELECTRONICS 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


163-EF4-6918 


Kindly mention Free ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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AMERIGAN-| 








ASSURES YOU 
OF MAXIMUM 
EQUIPMENT STORAGE SPACE 





Five large compartments, four of them weather-proof, provide quick 





accessibility to all your equipment. 


More and better storage space, larger capacity hose body, bigger water 
psy tank, and wide side steps for equipment mounting, means a maximum 
| of utility in the new CAB-AHEAD-OF-ENGINE pumpers. 

WRITE TODAY FOR FURTHER DETAILS 


AMERICAN-[AFRANCE-[OAMITE ([ORPORATION 


ELMIRA. NEW YORK, U.S.A 


[AFRANCE FIRE [NGINE~FOAMITE [IMITED 


). 9, ONTARIO, CANAD! 


TOR 
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Lightweight and com- 
pact, a Homelite Pump will feed 
your pumper or booster tank 
from remote streams or wells. 
Also, it will pump out flooded 
cellars, thereby speeding up 
your overhauling jobs. 




















We'd much rather show you Homelite Portable Gasoline- 
Engine-Driven Pumps in action than just talk about them. 
Action speaks louder than words. 





So why not let us give you a free demonstration... any place 

you want it. See how fast a Homelite really pumps, how quickly it 
primes itself, how easily it handles heavy liquids and solids. See 
for yourself why a Homelite Portable Pump is just as useful... 
and just as good a performer ...as a Homelite Portable Generator. 

To get such a demonstration, free from all obligations, simply 
write. We'll have our nearest representative get in touch with you. 
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Twin Fires Prove WaterFOG 
Faster Than Straight Stream 





The success of WaterFOG in extinguishing Class A fires . . . 
as well as the oil fires for which it was originally intended 

. could never be more convincingly proved than by the ex- 
perience of the Poughkeepsie, N. Y. fire department. 

An automobile standing between identical frame houses 
on Bement Ave. caught fire, and the flames spread in similar 
fashion to both houses — an ideal situation for a test case. 
The fire at No. 36 was attacked with straight stream, the one 
at No. 38 with Rockwood WaterFOG. Here are the results: 


_ The firemen at No. 38, shielded by WaterFOG, moved 
right into the attic and cleaned the fire up quickly. 
The fire at No. 38 was almost knocked down before crew 
at No. 36 could gain entry to attic to get at the fire. 
Overhauling negligible at No. 38, extensive at No. 36. 
The house at No. 38 suffered less from fire, water damage, 
overhauling and cutting. The occupants at No. 38 returned 
the next day, No. 36 was untenantable for several days. 
The value of having facilities for both WaterFOG and 
straight stream is being experienced by an increasing number 
of fire departments and industrial piants. The Rockwood 
SG-40 Nozzle is ideal, because its control handle shifts 
instantly from WaterFOG to Straight Stream as required. 
For complete data on WaterFOG's ability to put out fires 
faster, protect memand equipment, lessen water damage, re- 
quest Bulletin 123. Natural color movies (16 mm.) are also * 
available. ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY, 
54 Harlow Street, Worcester 5, Massachusetts. Specialists in 
Fire Protection Engineering, Equipment and Installation since 1907. 
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8G-40, the triple-action fog nozzle — 
discharges high-velocity WaterFOG, 
low-velocity WaterFOG from extension 
applicator, or straight stream. Ap- 
5 by Underwriters Laboratories, 
ne. Described in Bulletin G-501. 
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m4 
38 Bement Avenue ... and Rockwood WaterFOG here 


Water Engineered by Rockwood Cools, Confines, Smothers Class A and Oil Fires 
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RUBBER AND CANVAS 

















Regular Firemen’s Boots 


Regular Firemen's Boots, 34 length, rein- 
forced instep, felt linings, available now. 
Available soon, regular Firemen's Knee 
Boots. See your local Midwestern dealer 
or write the factory. 





See your Midwestern Mfg. Co. dealer for 
prices or write the factory. 











FIREMEN’S CLOTHING 


FROM MIDWESTERN 








HIS Midwestern Combination Suit, made of 

Vanitex, the modern waterproof fabric, is sold 
separately or together. The "Mackinaw Coat" is a 
highly serviceable garment, with flexible elastic inner 
sleeves; adjustable collar strap, detachable wool lining, 
Midwestern safety snaps, two outside pockets, 6” 
storm flap and many other good features. 


The Coat: 


@ Adjustable collar strap @ Vertical seams in sleeve 


@ Reinforced collar band for shoulders 
lining @ Inside of fabric, heavily 
@ Lining attached with quick napped cloth 


snap buttons 
@ Corduroy lined collars 
@ Reinforced, double 


stitched seams 


@ Two outside pockets 
@ Wool detachable lining 
@ 64-inch storm flap 


The Pants: 


@ Lining held by snap buttons 
@ Rubberized fabric belt.in lining 
@ Eight suspender buttons 

@ Two side and one hip pocket 
@ Safety snap on belt 

@ Reinforced adjustable belt 

@ Special Vanitex fabrics 

@ Wide protecting flap 

@ Reinforced by rivets 


MACKINAW COATS ARE MANUFACTURED BY 


I MIDWESTERN MFG. CO. 





MACKINAW, ILLINOIS 
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FAMOUS FEATURES 


Full-powered, 6-cylinder engine de- 
signed specifically for fire fighting 
apparatus — assures dependable 
pump performance under all condi- 
tions. There is no “paper horse- 
power” in a Ward LaFrance. 


Two-stage centrifugal pump, easily 
disassembled in the chassis—an ex- 
clusive feature. Fully automatic 
clutch operation with convenient 
ground position controls. 


Exceptional maneuverability is 
gained by special front axle con- 
struction. Variable rear axle ratios 
to suit local requirements — speed 
for level country; climbing ability 
for hilly country. 











679 


Why Postpone the Inevitable ? 





All signs point to the urgent need for replacement of ob- 
solete or war-worn fire fighting equipment. Now is the time to 
expand fire services to cope with increasing potentials for fire 
losses. Postponing the inevitable is poor economy—plans for 
adequate fire service apparatus carried out now will pay 
future dividends. 

Ward LaFrance modern, fire-engineered Triple Combina- 
tion Pumpers belong in your community’s fire fighting service. 
Check the Famous Features of the Ward LaFrance yourself 
and you will see why there is such a growing demand for this 
powerful pumper. Specify Ward LaFrance and be sure of 
maximum performance and dependability for your fire serv- 
ice. Illustrated bulletins will be sent gratis on request. 


Consider Ward LaFrance FIRST 


ELMIRA, 


WARD LA FRANCE TRUCK DIVISION 


Great American Industries, Inc. 





LA FRANCE 


NEW YORK 


Tt will help if you will mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 














FIRE ENGINEERING for S 


680 





~ _— 


20 CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 


a re. 
SSS 
oe FIVE CENTS 


—— = 


ig Wile ae niet _ ——=<saaawiv FoNE © Toe FORTY FOUR PAGES. 


T18T YEAR—133. 


Witnesses’ Story of LaSalle Tragedy 
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Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. 155 Sixth Ave., New York 


IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES 








CENTRAL STATION OFFICES 





AGAINST FIRE - BURGLARY: HOLDUP 


A NATION-WIDE ORGANIZATION 
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WHEN FIRE STRIKES... 


DEPEND ON BW HH FIRE HOSE! 











Stiff, hard-to-handle hose can slow up fire Remember BWH when your city needs this 

fighters, waste minutes in getting water where equipment. Profit by the manufacturer's 67 

it’s needed. years of experience in making quality fire 

That's why so many communities insist on‘ hose. 
: BWH Fire Hose. Experience has taught them 

i that BWH is rugged, yet light ...and that it 
— is tough, flexible, and compact. They know, SAY 
es oa too, that its tight-woven jacket, sealed to the ayy \¥ ¥ 
s- handmade rubber tube with steam, assures + ‘Wii ae ; i} i 
aaail perfect adhesion—long life. ahi TPEREEEREERE GE ; 
Ss High-quality nozzles, couplings, and other Bn 
Lil brass fittings made in the BWH foundry give We i, 
= SE added assurance of fine performance. 





Boston Woven Host & RUBBER COMPANY 


Agents in-All Principal Cities 


WORKS: CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U. S. A. e@ P. O. BOX 1071, BOSTON 3, MASS. 
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The FIRE ALARM FACTOR 


In any well organized system of fire defenses the efficiency of any factor should equal 


that of any other factor, hence, the efficiency of the Fire Alarm System 


should equal that of Water Supply and Fire Department. 


But — does YOURS? In most cities the fire alarm system falls far short of this 
evaluation. Yet, the extinguishing agencies cannot go into action until the alarm is 
given and consequently the value of these factors is depreciated in direct proportion 


to the deficiency in the Fire Alarm Factor. 


The U. S. Chamber of Commerce has stated that few cities in the country have enough 
fire alarm boxes . . . the Underwriters have repeatedly stated that the desired factors 
of accessibility, reliability and promptness can best 
be obtained in their highest form only in a reliable. 
modern fire alarm telegraph system. Why not find 
out how good your City’s Fire Alarm System is, and 
— if deficiencies are found to exist — YOU, as a 
citizen, have a right to urge the municipal authori- 


ties to include Fire Alarm Improvements in their 





Post-War Plans. 


Write for pamphlet entitled — “The Fire Alarm Factor” 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS 64, MASSACHUSETTS 


In Canada: Northern Electric Company, Limited, Montreal 
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With the Editor 


Ever since the Hotel 
LaSalle and Canfield 
fires, there has been con- 
siderable discussion rela- 


What Is the Best 


Practice? 


o 


tive to the wisdom of dispatching a limited, or 
less-than-box-alarm assignment, in response to 
an alarm received from a hotel, particularly at 
night. 

Many contend that all calls from any hotel, 
or other multiple dwelling unit whether tele- 
phone, building box or private system, should 
be answered by nothing less than a full first- 
alarm assignment for that location. 

It will be recalled that in the case of the 
LaSalle Hotel, the first notification was re- 
ceived by fire alarm headquarters via the tele- 
phone, and that following what is said to be the 
custom in Chicago (and many other cities), a 
“still,” or as it is known in other cities, a “local” 
alarm was sounded, bringing a reduced com- 
pany assignment, consisting of the nearest en- 
gine, ladder and squad companies, and _ bat- 
talion chief. 

The point commonly raised is that, because 
there are always possibilities of panic, it would 
be better to marshal the maximum forces due 
to respond to that locality or to that occupancy 
on a box alarm than to send in the minimum 
forces. 

Some readers contend that this should be 
done, regardless of the nature of the alarm, 
whether telephone, messenger, building box, 
watchman’s box, and whether the alarm goes 
direct to fire headquarters or to a central sta- 
tion service and then to fire headquarters. 

In the case of the Canfield Hotel fire, no such 
question of response was involved. A street box 
alarm was received at headquarters at the same 
time the dispatcher was taking the hotel man- 
ager’s telephone notification of the fire. There- 
fore, a normal full assignment was dispatched. 

This matter received more attention following 
the fire in Herbert’s Hotel, San Francisco, in 
which four firemen lost their lives. The first 
alarm for this disaster was a telephone call to 


fire alarm headquarters from the woman night 
manager of the old hotel “that she smelled 
smoke, but could see no fire.” The operator, 
in accordance with local departmental rules, 
sounded what was akin to a “still” alarm and 
dispatched but a single fire fighting unit, and a 
battalion chief. It is said that had the operator 
been informed, or ascertained that there was 
visible fire he would have struck in the near- 
est box, sending a full complement of three en- 
gines, two ladder companies, a rescue squad, 
hose tender and salvage corps unit. 

It is reported that there was a period of sev- 
eral minutes between the receipt of the still and 
the box alarins. But here, too, no criticism 
should be attached to the single unit, Chemi- 
cal 3, to first respond; its members located the 
fire, and lost no time getting to work on it. 
Whether or not a full assignment on the 
ground as quickly as was the still alarm unit 
would have more quickly located the fire, and 
brought greater strength to bear upon it is 
problematical. 

Although the wisdom of too literally accept- 
ing criticisms or suggestions on a problem like 
this is always debatable, in the light of these 
recent fires, it is apparent from the reliable 
data available that the entire problem of re- 
sponse by the fire department to still, “local” 
or other than box alarms, from hotels or multi- 
ple dwelling units, should be reviewed and 
perhaps re-evaluated. With shortage of man- 
power, with much apparatus over age and liable 
to break down before reaching its destination, 
and in the light of the prevailing practice 
among hotel keepers to keep fires secret from 
their local fire forces as long as possible, the 
question arises, wouldn’t perhaps it be just as 
well to play safe and for the present anyway, 
dispatch a full assignment on any and all calls 
from such occupancies, regardless of the type or 
kind of structure or its size, location and value? 


Fiad Gheyp- 
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Hotel Fires Continue to Cause 
Loss of Life and Property 


Four Firemen Killed in San Francisco 
Fire, Panic Prevented in St. Louis 


Editor’s Note: Despite the publicity 
— the fatal hotel fires in Chicago, 

ubuque, Dallas and elsewhere and the 
obvious fire preventive measures taken 
by the fire service, insurance bureaus 
and other interests to reduce life and 
property losses in this classification, 
this type of hazard continues to flourish, 
and fires in hotels and multiple dwell- 
ings continue to claim their costly toll. 

Two among the many serious fires in 


A STAFF REPORT 


this category are worthy of study: the 
fire in the Hotel Hobart, San Francisco, 
which claimed the lives of four firemen, 
and the blaze in the Park Plaza Hotel, 
St. Louis, which might have been 
another tragedy, but wasn’t. 

The editors are indebted to correspon- 
dents Robert Greenock and Don Mat- 
thews of San Francisco, and other 
readers for the data upon which the 
following accounts are based. 


PARK PLAZA HOTEL FIRE IN ST. LOUIS 


Ly the light of the recent fires in the 
Hotel Congress and La Salle, both of 
which were optimistically referred to 
as “fireproof”, the blaze in the towering 
Park Plaza St. Louis, August 18th, may 
be called fortunate. Although approxi- 
mately 800 guests of the big hotel, at 
220 North Kingshighway were routed 
from their rooms shortly after 8:00 
A.M., most of them fleeing the building, 
no guests lost their lives or were 
severely injured, and property loss was 
held to a minimum. The only injuries 
were to five firemen of the St. Louis 
Fire Department, four of them being 
overcome by smoke or burns, and the 
fifth cut on the right forearm. 

Had the fire occurred at about the 


early hour of those of the La Salle and 
Du- 
might 


Danfield 
buque, 


Hotels, in 
respectively, 


Chicago and 
conditions 


have been different at the Park Plaza. 
However, despite the fact that though 
the sound of the flames roaring up a 
shaft from the ground floor to the six- 
teenth floor were audible to the guests, 
there was little panic. 

In this case, circumstances favored 
the fire-fighters. Not only was the 
building of fire retardent construction, 
but furnishings provided a minimum 
of combustibles for the flames to feed 
upon. Furthermore, the guests, many 
in night attire, had no difficulty in de- 
scending the interior fire escapes or 
reaching the ground by means of the 
elevators which, driven by plucky opera- 
tors, continued to operate throughout 
the period of the fire, not only remov- 
ing the guests, but taking firemen to 
the upper parts of the hotel. 

In one important f 


factor there was 





Interior of Backstage Bar, Located on the Ground Floor of San Francisco's Hotel Herbert, 
Was Gutted by Fire Which Blazed Through the Hotel for Three Hours Before It Was Brought 
Under Control 


a similarity between this fire and that 
which wrecked the Hotel Canfield in 
Dubuque. That was the matter of 
origin. It will be recalled that the fire 


.in the Canfield started apparently from 


a cigarette or cigar butt tossed into a 
cardboard container in a small storage 
room of the tavern adjoining the hotel 
lobby. Reports suggest that the Park 
Plaza fire also broke out in a small 
room on the first floor on the northeast- 
ern section of the building, “and prob- 
ably was caused by a cigarette butt in 
a cardboard box placed in the room 
shortly before the fire was noticed” ac- 
cording to Fire Chief Frank Eg: .- 
reither. 

This shaft led out of a small room, 
which was used for storage by a negro 
porter, who said that “he had picked up 
cigar and cigarette butts and other 
trash and placed them in the box, which 
he left in the room preparatorv to tak- 
ing it to the boiler room for disposal.” 

This was contrary to safety rules, 
according to Fire Marshal Walter H. 
Kammann, who conducted an _ investi- 
gation into the fire. The paper box, 
placed at the foot of the shaft, 
smouldered, flared up and ignited in- 
sulation on pipes and wires in the shaft. 
The shaft itself, it is disclosed, had been 
listed as “not fire stopped” in an inspec- 
tion made as late as June 17 and July 
6 by fire inspectors. At that time it was 
suggested that the pipes in the shaft 
be ‘covered with mineral wool or fibre 
glass to prevent the unimpeded spread 
of flames. 

The blaze, which spread vertically 
from the point of origin on the ground 
floor to the sixteenth floor of the shaft, 
was discovered at 7:45 A.M. by another 
negro porter employed in the barber 
shop. This porter observed smoke 
when he reported for work and called 
a bellboy. Accounts state that “they 
spent 20 minutes trying to put out the 
flames with an extinguisher.” 

The first alarm was turned in at 
8:17 A.M. and rapidly was followed by 
four additional alarms. 

This delay in notifying the fire depart- 
ment was criticized by the Chief and 
Marshal Kammann. The Chief said that 
the blaze would not have gained as 
much headway as it did if the emplovees 
had turned in an alarm first and then, 
fought the fire while they were waiting 
for firemen to arrive. He pointed out, 
also, that the members of the St. Louis 
Hotel Association have agreed to have 
their employees attend a safety course 
sponsored by the Fire Department but, 
he said, the Park Plaza does not belong 
to the association. 

The sixteenth floor, at which point 
the involved shaft terminated, is used 
as a rest room and workshop by the 
hotel. A providential factor, which dis- 
tinguished this fire from its fatal pre- 
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decessors, is that an automatic sprinkler 
system had been installed at this point, 
and when the heated gases reached 
dangerous temperature, sprinkler heads 
opened and prevented further extension 
of the fire. 

Hotel guests, aroused by hotel tele- 
phone operators, or firemen, stationed 
on each of the floors affected, descended 
in an orderly manner by way of the in- 
side fire escape on the south side of the 
hotel to the lobby. Others were brought 
down by the three elevators, whose 
operators remained at their posts. One 
of them, who had gone to a sixteenth 
floor room for a rest period shortly be- 
fore the flames were discovered, was 
aroused by a bellboy, after her absence 
had been noticed by a fellow employe. 
Both the operator and bellboy managed 
safely to escape from the heat and 
smoke and reach the ground floor by 
means of an elevator. Water released 
from sprinklers and water streams used 
by firemen did most of the damage to 
rooms and walls. 

Firemen and hotel employes were 
alike praised by guests. When heavy 
smoke emitted from the building, re- 
sidents on the twentieth and other 
floors, leaned from windows and at first 
appeared to be greatly alarmed but, 
calmed by firemen and level headed 
guests kept their heads and did not give 
way to panic. 

Heat was felt in, and smoke entered, 
many rooms on floors adjoining the 
shaft driving out many of the guests. 
It was here that firemen concentrated 
their attention and it is said their 
ability to reach the various upper floors 








Don Matthews 
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Entrance to Backstage Cocktail Lounge and Herbert's Hotel Following Fire. Trailer Pump 
Being Used for Dewatering Basement 


of the structure without delay by means 
of the elevators, contributed greatly 
toward calming the tenants and con- 
trolling the fire. 

Chief Egenriether estimated the dam- 
age at $10,000 to the building and $5,000 
to the contents, but this did not include 
damage to a photographic studio, drug 
store, barber shop or a doctor’s office 
in the building. 

Fire, two years ago, in a storage room 
on the twenty-seventh floor and a print 
shop on the floor above, resulted in the 
evacuation of residents in the upper 
part of the structure. 


HERBERT HOTEL FIRE AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
By BOB GREENOCK 


Fire, termed the most stubborn in 
ten years by old-timers in the Fire De- 
partment, snuffed out the lives of four 
San Francisco firemen and brought in- 
jury to at least thirty-five others early 
on the morning of July 30, in another 
of the Nation’s disastrous hotel blazes 
that have swept the country in recent 
months. 

According to Fire Department off- 
cials, while more lives have been lost 
in other conflagrations, never have so 
many firemen been killed in San Fran- 
cisco in fighting one blaze. 

Only two of the estimated 200 guests 
of the seven-story Herbert’s Hotel, 161 
Powell Street, required hospitalization. 
They were overcome by smoke but, like 
many others, were carried to safety by 
firemen. 

First inkling of what was to be a fatal, 

five-alarm fire came at 2:31 a.m., July 
30, when Mrs. Mary E. Perry, night 
manager of the 27-year-old hotel, called 
Fire Alarm Headquarters and informed 
them she smelled smoke although she 
could see no fire. 
_ Having ascertained there no fire vis- 
ible at the time (which, under depart- 
ment rules, would have called for the 
te alarm operator to strike the nearest 
alarm box immediately) Chemical 3 (a 
water wagon) and Battalion Chief Jos- 
eph F. Kane of the 2nd Battalion were 
dispatched. 

Upon arrival, Chief Kane and the 
crew of Chemical 3 made a search of 
the premises. 

In the meantime, Mrs. Perry system- 
atically telephoned each room in the 


hotel to awaken guests and advise them 
to leave. She was aided by two police 
officers who, after responding on the 
“528” (still alarm in police code) ran 
through the hotel knocking on doors. 

Chief Kane said later there was no 
concentration of smoke as he and his 
men searched, although they could smell 
it. They finally broke into the kitchen 
of the “Backstage,” a night club that 
occupies the ground floor of the hotel, 
where they found insulation burning. 
As the water wagon crew hit the small 
fire with their line, Chief Kane ascer- 
tained that the fire apparently was com- 
ing from the concrete basement below 
the night club and immediately ordered 
his operator to pull a box. Box 1363, 
Powell and O’Farrell Streets, about 100 
feet distant, was struck at 2:46 a.m., 
bringing in Engines 17, 2 and 4; Trucks 
1 and 3; Hose Tender 4; Salvage Corps 
1; Rescue Squad 1 and an Assistant 
Chief Engineer (12). 

While some firemen led out and pre- 
pared to force their way into the base- 
ment, others evacuated guests from the 
hotel. At 2:53 2-2 1363 was_ struck, 


bringing in Engines 3, 35, 6, 12; Truck’ 


2; Hose Tender 1; another section of 
the Salvage Corps and Battalion Chiefs 
l-and 3, 

Six minutes later 3-3 1363 was struck, 
Engines 34, 41, 27, 1, 14; Trucks 8, 13; 
Hose Tenders 5, 8, and Battalion Chief 
5 responded. 

Acting Chief Engineer Martin J. 
Kearns, sitting in for Chief Engineer 
Albert J. Sullivan, who was attending 
the Cleveland conference of the Inter- 


national, Association of Fire Chiefs, 
responded to the second alarm. 
Other alarms and special calls were 


as follows: 


3:11 a.m. Special call for a Truck (7). 

3:21 a.m. Special cover-in call: Trucks 
4-1, 16-4. 

3:26 a.m. Special call for Searchlight 1. 


3:29 a.m. 4-4 1363 Responding: En- 
gines 7, 15, 19, 29, 28; Trucks 4, 16; Hose 
Tender 7; Asst. Chief Engineer (13). 

3:35 a.m. Special High Pressure Call, 
Asbury Street Tank. (Shutdown given at 
5:36 a.m.) . 


3:57 a.m. Special Cover-in call: Trucks 
6-1, 10-5. 

4:05 a.m. Special call for Air Com- 
pressor 1. 

4:13 a.m. Special call for Water Tow- 
er 1. 

4:14 a.m. 5-5 1363 Responding: En- 


gines 10, 8, 48, 20, 9; Trucks 6, 5; Hose 
Tender 6; Battalion Chief 6. 
9 


4:22 a.m. Special call for Salvage 
Corps 2 

i. a.m. Special call for Water Tow- 
er 2. 

4:44 a.m. Special call for Fuel Wagon 1. 

4:54 a.m. Special cover-in call: Truck 


The four firemen were killed shortly 
before super-heated air and gases burst 
into a sheet of flame in the night club, 
as other firemen forced entrance. Ac- 
cording to Coroner John J. Kingston, 
examination disclosed that the men 
killed died of suffocation. Two of the 
men, from Rescue 1, were wearing 
masks at the time. The masks they 
wore when their bodies were found 
were not properly adjusted, according 
to Kingston. 

Three of the men killed were mem-: 
bers of Rescue Squad 1, the other a 
member of Salvage Corps 1. 

Those killed were: 

Lieutenant John Borman. Borman, 
normally assigned to Truck 8, was serv- 
ing his first tour of duty with the Res- 
cue Squad, where he replaced Captain 
Otto Lippert who suffered serious in- 
juries, including a possible broken back, 
at a fire two days earlier. 

Fireman Albert Hudson. Hudson had 
rejoined the Fire Department two 
months previously after serving four 
years in the Navy as a lieutenant. 

Fireman Walter V. Elvitsky. Like 
Borman and Hudson, he was a member 
of Rescue Squad 1. 

Fireman Charles P. Lynch, 29, Sal- 
vage Corps 1. During the war he served 
with the Seventh Army Division in the 
Pacific, went through five major cam- 
paigns without a scratch. He rejoined 
the Fire Department November 7 last 
year. 
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Lynch was overcome at the entrance 


of the “Backstage.” Hudson and Bor- 
man were fighting fire in the kitchen 
when they were felled. Borman was 


found in a pool of water; Hudson was 
buried under collapsing debris. Elvit- 
sky’s body was found hours later, buried 
under tons of debris and in six feet of 
in the basement. He had been 

kitchen with Borman and 


wate! 
in the 
Hudson 

the hotel, 
occupied 


Damage to the “Backstage,” 
Bunny’s Waffle Shop, which 
a portion of the ground floor, was esti- 
mated at from $150,000 to $300,000 


Only one other fire has approached 
the number of fatalities to fremen that 
the “Backstage” blaze caused. That was 
the Owl Lodging House fire in Octo- 
ber, 1917, when three firemen were 
killed. Worst fire since the 1906 disaster 


was the New Amsterdam Hotel fire on 
March 27. 1944, in which 22 were killed 
and 27 others injured. George Holman, 
a cafe owner, was tried and convicted 
on 22 counts of murder and is serving 
2? life sentences which run consecu 
tively. 

Fire Marshal Frank Kelly, head of 


the Division of Fire Prevention and In 
vestigation, said he was not at all con 
vinced the fire was not of incendiary 


origin. Owners and operators of the 


hotel and the night club were questioned 
and 
inquest 


testify at the 
were ar- 


called to 
two 


were to be 


At least suspects 





rested and held for questioning but were 
released later. 

The San Francisco District Attorney’s 
office joined in the investigation, as did 
police. 

The families of the dead firemen will 


receive about $125 monthly, approx- 
imately half-pay. Lieutenant Borman’s 
family will get about $150 monthly. 
l'amilies of the men who were mem- 
bers of the Mutual Aid (Widows’ and 


Orphans’ Association) will receive $1500 
from that organization. 


Recommendations for Preventing 
and Controlling Hotel Fires* 


1.) Fire resistive building construc- 
tion with approved automatic sprinkler 
protection, and/or automatic fire alarm 
and detection, preferably supervised by 
approved Central Station, for kitchens, 
basements, lobbies, stores, shops and 
hazardous and/or combustible portions. 

2.) Approved automatic sprinkler pro- 
tection throughout existing buildings of 
other than fireproof construction. 

3.) Adequate exits—two safe paths of 
escape always conveniently available 
from every part of the building. 

4.) Vertical openings protected—all 
stairways, elevator shafts or other open- 
which fire 


ings through may spread 
from floor to floor protected by stand- 
*Adapted from the “Report of Hotel LaSalle 


Fire” Published by the Cook County Inspection 
l 


Bureau, Chicago, Il 


Photo Courtesy Don Matthews 
Aerial View of the New Warner Hotel Fire in Chicago, Which Did $50,000 Damage 
The 200 Guests at San Francisco's Hotel Herbert Escape When an Early Morning Five-Alarm 
Fire Flared Furiously Throuh the Structure and a Night Club on the First Floor. 
Were Killed and 30 Injured or Overcome by Smoke 


Four Firemen 
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ard fire-resistive enclosures with ap. 
proved fire doors. 

5.) Fire division walls to subdivide 
large floor areas. 

6.) Fire alarm facilities for the 


prompt discovery and reporting of fires, 
arousing occupants, and summoning aid. 

7.) Approved fire extinguishers and 
standpipe and hose equipment properly 
distributed throughout the premises. — 

8.) City fire alarm boxes to be in- 
stalled in front of hotels. 

9.) Develop a Disaster Plan to be 
worked out by the emergency services 
of a municipality, including the Fire, 
Police and Health Departments, and to 
embrace other life-saving agencies such 
as the Red Cross and others. 

In addition to the above, the follow- 
ing recommendations are of special im- 
portance to Hotel Management: 

a. Thorough instruction and frequent 
drills of employees in the proper pro- 
cedure in case of fire on the basis of 24 
hours per day and 7 days a week. 

b. Competent maintenance of all me- 
chanical, electrical and heating equip- 
ment. 


c. Good housekeening at all times 
throughout entire premises. 
d. Post brief instructions in each 


room informing guests of the procedure 
to be followed in case of fire. It would 
also be well to point out nearest fire 


escape and stair shaft when guest 
checks in. 
e. Transoms and doors from guest 


rooms to corridors to be kept closed, 
esnecially while guests are asleep or 
absent from room. 

f. In case of fire, notify Fire Depart- 
ment immediately. 


Severe Sentence for Arson 


_ William Martin, 48, who admitted set- 

ting nineteen fires in Syracuse, N. Y., 
between March 31, 1944, and April 30 of 
this year, was sentenced to serve from 
fifteen to thirty years at hard labor in 
\ttica State Prison. 

Martni, cited by Judge Leo Breed as 
“a dangerous man,” pleaded guilty to 
charges of first degree arson in connec- 
tion with a fire in the home of Benjamin 
Byer, Syracuse, on March 22. In pass- 
ing sentence, Judge Breed said, “I can't 
conceive of the frame of mind of a man 
who would deliberately set a fire. You 
did it on more than one occasion. You 
realize that a man like that is a danger- 
ous man. In view of the seriousness of 
the offense, there is only one thing to do, 
and that is to put you away.” 

Martin, whose excuse was that “he 
must have been crazy,” was adjudged 
sane. His arrest ended a two-year fire 
“binge,” in the course of which he set 
fires, according to his own confession, in 
homes, automobiles, sheds, trucks and 
rubbish in sections throughout the city. 
Among other large fires, he caused the 
$1,000,000 conflagration which destroyed 
the E. C. Stearns Co., Syracuse, on April 
6, 1945. 

First apprehended and then released 
by police, Martin was finally taken into 
custody and charged before the grand 
jury after firemen had informed the 
police that he was a familiar figure at the 
scene of fires. His apprehension and 
conviction marked a high degree of co- 
operation between the fire and police 
services, and local newsmen. 

Frank M. Savage is Chief of the Syra- 
cuse Fire Department. 
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ap- 
who gave the verbal 


Vide DELAYED ALARM HELD CAUSE en tad tee — Pa box but 
CHICKS. 


“without hearing any Appar- 


_ the ently this person did not: know how to 
Ires, OF HEAVY FIRE DAMAGE operate the box. When the crew of 


aid, Ladder 1 pulled up a representative of 
and the local “Woonsocket Call” inquired 
erly Fast Spreading Blaze Involves Three if a box alarm had been soundea and 
when he was informed by the crew that 
in- Structures and Threatens to Spread they were not sure, he ran to the box 


and pulled the hook. According to the 
same press accounts, “it was apparently 





be 
ices A SPECTACULAR fire in Woon- ther south, it is said, another parked in response to this alarm that the first 
‘ire, socket, R. I., causing property loss in truck slowed response. apparatus under Deputy Chief Leo }. 
| to excess of $125,000, which was variously There is confusion, too, over the op- Roy arrived.” — 
uch attributed to “tardiness of alarm” and_ eration of a nearby fire alarm box which Chieti Roy immediately ordered the 
sounding of a general alarm. In the 
W- meantime, Fire Chief A. J. Cote had 
im- arrived and radioed a general alarm to 
the police. 
ent A factor which might have contributed 
ro- to the delay alarm, if there was such, 
24 was the burning of telephone wires in, 
the area. Early in the fire, the hot 
ne- flames ignited poles and overhead wires. 
1ip- At the time of the fire, the engine 
company, normally housed with Ladder 
nes 1. almost next door to the fire was at 
the department drill tower for its 
ich weekly workout. This also doubtlessly 
ure contributed to the difficulty in getting 
uld water on the fire. The company’s ab- 
ire sence left Ladder 1, with only a reported 
est booster line, impotent in the face of the 
advancing flames. 
est Chief Cote, fighting his first blaze in 
ed, several weeks because of a broken arm 
or suffered at a previous fire, marshalled 
his forces to prevent total destruction of 
rt- the tire repair and bowling alley build- 
ings. With telephone services jammed, 
according to accounts, his automobile 
radio was indispensable in summoning 
Tints Gunbety of 6. H. Sela > seems general — A gro ; 
servers ‘Oo “ > > ack ) 
Extent of This $125,900 Woonsocket Blaze Was Possibly the Result of “Everybody Thinking siguienne si, ae te thee oa condos 
- Someone Else Had Pulled the Box.” (Continued on page 702) 
of 
m P : : 
rm delayed response of the fire department, 
emphasizes the difficulties encountered 
” by firemen in responding under present- 


; day traffic congestion. 
. 2. : “ - 
. The fire, for which a general alarm 





_ was sounded, wiped out three structures 
0 of the Lussier blacksmithing, welding 
rt and body repair business and damaged 
4 an adjoining bowling alley and tire ser 
” vice repair building. All three Lussier 
~ structures were of one-story height 
while the tire service building was two 
- stories. 
a The fire, starting in the Lussier paint ” 
shop, believed from a blow torch, spread 
rapidly, accelerated by several explosions 
1€ in the paint and welding shops where 
d motor cars and trucks were undergoing 
re refinishing. At one time Fire Station 
et No. 1 of the Woonsocket Fire Depart- 
in met was threatened before the crew of - * we, 
d Engine Company 3 were able to stretch ' . as hei | 
y- in to cover the exposure. , 
le Reports on the fire indicate that a wits ' E+ 4 
d worker in the Lussier company gave : ii i} eeniiil 
il the first alarm shortly before 11:00 ' 
\. M. verbally to Station 1, housing a 
d ladder truck only two doors away. In- 
o cidentally, this piece of apparatus is 26 
d years old and although pleas had pre- 
e viously been made to replace it, the city 
e government had refused to do so. 
d _Reports indicate that several pieces 
of apparatus were delayed on Main 
e street by a large truck which was parked 





at an angle and that, in the absence of 
policemen, firemen had to leave their 
apparatus and clear the obstruction be- 
tore proceeding to the fire. A block fur- 





Photo Courtesy of A. P. Palmer 
Rear of Woonsocket, R. |., Fire at Its Height. 
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EFFECTIVE FIRE FIGHTING CHECKS 
THREATENING NAVY YARD BLAZE 


Two Escort Carriers and Pier Involved 


in Three-Alarm 


A THREE-ALARM fire, which threat- 
ened the entire Boston waterfront July 
13 and damaged Navy Pier 2 and two 
escort carriers of the Navy 16th “moth- 
ball” fleet, was successfully controlled 
by municipal and Navy fire-fighters. 

At the height of the blaze, which had 
its origin on the dock and communicated 
to the carrier Manila Bay, eighteen men 
and a dog were rescued from their pre- 
carious position at the end of the pier, 
where they had been forced by the rapid 
spread of the flames. The workers were 
removed by the Boston Police Boat 
Pierce but only after the craft had lost 
its mast, radio antenna, lights and sirens 
and been otherwise damaged when it 
was forced to maneuvre through a maze 
of heavy hawsers, mooring the carriers, 
and _hoselines. Patrolman Fenwick 
Wright, one of the five-men crew, was 
the most seriously injured of the total of 
eighteen hurt during the course of the 
fire. : 

Navy officials attributed the start of 
the blaze to a faulty fuse box on the 
quarter-mile-long dock Sparks from 
this box are believed to have ignited a 
quantity of the inflammable preservative 
compound, stored on the dock’s end, 
which was used in weatherproofing the 
immobilized ships. When the com- 
pound burst into flames, a compressed- 
air hose was burned through, releasing 
air which scattered the preservative and 
fanned the fire into a roaring blaze. 

The fire, feeding on cases of inflamma- 
ble oil, ate swiftly through the dry tim- 
bers of the pier, sweeping along about 
100 feet of planking. The heat from the 
dock communicated to the escort car- 


riers, buckling the plates of the Manila 


Fire at Boston 


Bay, and causing an undetermined 
amount of damage. The unofficial loss 
on pier and ships is reported at $100,000. 

The first alarm was sounded by a sea- 
man aboard the Manila Bay (Fire de- 
partment’s first alarm, 10:01; 3rd alarm 
eight minutes later) and brought an im- 
mediate response of Naval and munici- 
pal fire forces, including a Boston fire- 
boat (two of its boats were out of ser- 
vice at the time). Additional alarms 
resulted in a heavy concentration of the 
city’s fire department and these, aided by 
Coast Guard and Naval marine units, 
and the Navy’s fire-fighting crews, all of 
whom are continually trained against 
just such an emergency, brought the fire 
under control in forty minutes. 

Many of the 200 Navy personnel used 
gas masks in fighting the smoky fire. 
The injured were treated at the yard, 
dispensary, most of them for lacerations, 
smoke inhalation or burns. 

During the fire a fleet of tugs stood 
by ready to tow the threatened ships 
away from the burning pier if precaution 
indicated this to be necessary. At one 
time it was feared that an explosion 
might endanger the entire yard facilities 
and the sixteen escort carriers and other 
craft “in mothballs” at the station. 

According to Security Supt. George 
Mansfield, fire marshal, the fact that 
there was a bulkhead under the dock 
where the fire started prevented a spread 
of the flames “which might have given 
Boston a much worse waterfront blaze.” 
He said the fast work of about 200 men, 
immediately after the fire got under way, 
accounted for the rapidity with which 
the flames were brought under control. 

The preservative material, which flared 





Baby Flat-Top Burns at Boston Navy Yard Annex 


Civilian, Coast Guard and Navy Firemen pour stream of water on the carrier Manila Bay, set afire 


by a blaze on the pier alongside at the Navy Yard Annex, Boston. 


More than twenty-five pieces 


of land apparatus joined forces with city and Coast Guard fireboats to battle the blaze. 
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when showered by sparks, officials said, 
contained both wax and kerosene and is 
highly inflammable. 

As a sequel to the fire, Commissioner 
Russel S. Codman, Jr., commenting on 
the lack of fireboats at the blaze, de. 
clared: “This is concrete evidence that 
the federal government should give ug 
the fireboat that is being held up by the 
War Shipping Administration. Every- 
body, including the Mayor and other 
city officials,” he added, “has been ask- 
ing for this boat. The one we want is 
now sitting out on the flats, at East 
Boston, put up in mothballs. A fire like 
this is a danger to the whole waterfront, 
and we should have the means of con- 
trolling it.” (None of Boston’s fireboats 
is of recent construction, and it is said 
that, at the time of the fire, two of them 
were inoperative.) 





Fires That Never Happened 


Organized fire prevention work by 
cooperation of civilian fire protection 
engineers and the armed services during 
the war materially held down fire losses 
in military establishments and war 
plants, according to a booklet just re- 
leased by the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters, entitled: “Fires That 
Never Happened.” 

Fire destruction of Army property in 
this country, the booklet points out, was 
“approximately 50 per cent of that ex- 
pected to be the normal loss of civilian 
property” for equal values, and it add 
“when losses in World Wars I and I 
are compared with total values: the rate 
of fire loss in World War II is 40 per 
cent less than in World War I.” 

The forty - four - page attractively 
printed booklet describes the work of 
fire insurance engineers and inspectors 
of the “boards, bureaus and companies 
of the fire insurance business whose 
anonymous, unspectacular work safe- 
guarded army installations. naval shore 
establishments, waterfront properties, 
war industries and the life lines of the 
armed forces of the United States and 
Allies at war.” 





National Fire Waste Council to 
Meet 


At a meeting of a special subcommit- 

tee of the Executive Committee of the 
National Fire Waste Council, it was 
decided to hold a meeting of the Coun- 
cil in the offices of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States, Washing- 
ton, C., on Friday, November 1, 
commencing at 10:00 a.m. 
_ The annual meeting, which was orig- 
inally set for April 29 at Atlantic City, 
was postponed, because the program 
scheduled in connection with the Cham- 
ber’s annual meeting made it impos- 
sible to avoid a conflict with important 
sessions going on at the same time. 

It was the unanimous opinion that the 
current rise in fire losses throughout the 
country made it imperative that the 
Council should redouble its efforts to 
stimulate interest in fire prevention in 
local communities throughout _ the 
country. 

The principal objective of the Novem- 
ber 1 meeting will be to reunite the 
forces of all of the organization mem- 
bers of the Council in carrying out this 
program. The Executive Committee will 


eat a specific plan of action at that 
ime. 
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INNOVATIONS IN TRAINING AT 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE SCHOOL 


Demonstrations in Fire Extinguishing 
Prove instructive Feature of School 
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Department of Public Instruction; 
Charles E. Clark, Bursar and Executive 
Secretary, Firemen’s Association of 
Pennsylvania; Dr. Calvin V. Erdly, 
Superintendent of Schools, Lewistown; 
Charles M. Graff, Pennsylvania State 
College; Wayne H. Prather, Public 
Service Institute, and Roi B. Woolley, 
Assistant Editor, Frre ENGINEERING. 

In addition to the large instructor 





Hicuircutine the Eighth An- 
nual Pennsylvania Fire School, held 
August 5 through 9 in Lewistown, was 
the introduction of what is believed to 
be the first large-scale field fire fighting 
instruction ever conducted by a state 
training school. 

Demonstrations of fire extinguishing 
methods and equipment have previously 
been a part of some state training pro- 
grams, but in the main these have been 
of limited scale and, for the most part, 
conducted by manufacturers of equip- 
ment, rather than by actual participants 
in the training program. 

This year, with the cooperation of 
manufacturers of equipment and extin- 
guishing agents and members of the 
Lewistown Fire Departemnt, the 





Life-Size Demonstration in 


Pennsylvania Fire School instructors 
were provided with the’ necessary facil- 
ities to permit students to train on 
actual fires, some of them of full-scale 
proportions. 

Featured in this out-of-door program, 
which continued for the entire period 
of the school, aircraft crash fire using a 
full-size airplane; a large elevated metal 
tank; an automobile fire in a real auto; 
a series of “Class A” fires in a wooden 
shack, and various smaller demonstra- 
tion units, including small tanks, dip- 
ping troughs, etc., were used. 

Latest methods of employing fog, 
both high pressure and low velocity; 
foam of all types; fog-foam, and other 
extinguishing agents, including carbon 
dioxide, dry powder, and vaporizing 
liquid were taught to the entire student 
body, most of the enrollees actually us- 
ing the fire fighting equinment. In this 
connection, it is said that the large 
wooden shack in which Class “A” fires 
were held, suffered over sixty demon- 
stration blazes before finally being con- 
sumed. 

Former members of the Navy’s fire 
fighting units greatly assisted in the 
large-scale instruction of airplane and 
oil fires. 


staff, many of them members of the 
fire service, there were special lecturers 
This year, enrollees were assigned to Who covered topics of universal interest 
one of sixteen sections, each one of each day. 
which received the same training, con- 
sisting of inside classrooms lectures and 
field work. Four classes a day were a 
held, each about one and one-half hour r 
duration. In addition, there were four 
special supplemental conferences sched- 
uled for round table discussion, and 
special addresses by a number of guest 
speakers during the four days of the 
school. Among these were Hon. John 
J. Lawler, Mayor, City of Lewistown; 
A. Nelson Yearick, Chief, Lewistown 
Fire Department; Edgar A. Spotz, Di- 
rector, Annual Pennsylvania Fire 
School; Alfred Holt, Principal, Public 
Service Institute; Dr. Paul L. Cress- 
man, Director, Bureau of Instruction, 






Photograph by Edward W. Kehl 
Life Net Drill, Using Dummy 


The school is supported by the Fire- 
men’s Association of the State of 
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege, the Lewistown Fire Department 
and the Lewistown School District. 
Registrations were reported at over 
400. Assisting in the direction of the 
School were George Ross, | Harry 
Shaeffer, Albert C. Lewis, Jr. and 
Mearle Wolfkill, district chief of the 
Lewistown Fire Department. 

The Director of the School is Edgar 


Photograph by Edward W. Kehl 
Extinguishment 


Fire 


Airplane 


Photograph by Edward w. Keh? 
Fire Extinguishment Was Covered Effectively by Blackboard Demonstrations 
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A. Spotz. Charles M. Graff was Reg- 
istrar; Charles FE. Clark, Bursar; E. 
Cresson Zimmerman, Assistant Reg- 
istrar; Jack M. Blanchard, Recorder and 
Ralph E. Durbin handled public rela- 


tions. Arthur Potter, Secretary of Fame 
Fire Company handled registrations and 


Edward W. Kehl was official photo- 
grapher. The master at arms was 
Captain George Harper. 


NEW YORK MAGISTRATES URGED 
TO JAIL FALSE ALARM SENDERS 


Some Already Cooperating in Imposing 30-day Sen- 
tenses; Problem Has Grown More Acute Since End of War 


By Jerry Daly 


i) 

| HE false alarm situation in New 
York became so serious this summer 
that Fire Commissioner Frank J. 
Quayle wrote a strong letter to the 
Chief Magistrate of the Police Courts, 
Edgar Bromberger, Esq., and asked 
that the other 50 Magistrates impose 
mandatory jail sentences on offenders 
and thus make the false alarm pastime 


a more serious matter than it has been 
so lightly held in the past with $25 
fines. Judge Bromberger’ sent Mr 


Quayle’s letter out to the jurists of the 
lower courts. He has no _ jurisdiction 
other than moral suasion. Indeed some 
of the Magistrates rebelled at the sug- 
gestion that anybody try to suggest a 
standard penalty. They all sympathized 
with the Fire Commissioner and ad- 
mitted that false alarms of fire should 
be discouraged, but as to making any 


predetermination to sentence offenders 


to the hoosegow, some of them arose in 
all the dignity of their own august rank 
and said that they would judge each 
case on its own merits, when and if 


presented 





False alarms in New York have 
steadily climbed since a year after Pearl 
Harbor. In 1941, the total false alarms 
were 9,563, or about 35 per cent. In 
1942, the seriousness of the war evi- 
dently had its effect and the total fell 


to 7,148. In 1943, false alarms climbed 
to 8,492 and in 1944, to 9,317. In 1945 
the total reached 11,903. For the first 
six months of 1946, the record was 
5,890, or 673 more than the same six 
months of 1945. In July this year the 
false calls dropped 37 under July a year 
ago but the record for seven months 
was 651 more than the sever’ months 
of 1945. 


For some unexplainable reason, a 
false alarm of fire in New York is taken 
in its stride and nobody gets very much 
exercised over it. The police are alert 
and eager to catch the culprits and 
they do race to the scene in an effort 
to nab the offender, but too many of 
the Magistrates in the lower courts are 
just not fire-minded enough to make 
false alarms unhealthy and inconvenient 


by jailing the culprits for 30 days. 
Customarily the officer of the first due 


Casualties on the Fire Front Call for Skill and Equipment 


This action shot of some of the eleven New York 


firemen overcome while battling a recent stubborn, 


smoky tenement blaze in New York’s Harlem‘is being duplicated in many large cities these days. It 


emphasizes the need of ample 
and the like, and, 
equipment. 


and adequate modern life saving equipment—breathing devices. 
what is equally important, plenty of skilled personnel to get the best out of the 
In the background, hitching his belt, J 


masks, 


is Fire Commissioner Frank Quayle. 
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fire company at the box goes to the 
police court (in uniform) and makes a 
civic appearance, but since he was not 
on the ground when the box was snap. 
ped and cannot testify to his own 
knowledge about anything other thay 
that he responded and “I saw the de- 
fendant being held by the police upon 
my arrival” the burden of proof rests 
with the police or with conscientious 
civilians who are willing to go to court 
and testify. 

milk 


Taxicab chauffeurs, 


wagon 
drivers and other night workers have 
been most helpful in_ spotting false 
alarm offenders and pointing out the 


guilty persons to the police. 
pleas for civic cooperation are just no 
good, if the record of the past years is 
any criterion. All of the crusades and 
campaigns, and especially the missionary 
work in the city schools, have had the 
opposite effect. 


Perfumed 


Fire Commisioner Quayle is convinced 
that imprisonment is the best deterrent. 
The cafe society and night club ele- 
ment, together with the bar and grill 
ilk, seem to be making enough salary 
to just “laugh off,” like a button off the 
vest, any $25, $50 or $100 fine. Penal 
servitude, in the opinion of serious stu- 
dents of the problem, is the inevitable 
remedy. Magistrates of the so-called 
liberal stripe—the heavy thinkers who 
cater to the underprivileged groups— 
invariably send “the poor tellow” to the 
Psychiatric Ward at Bellevue for ob- 
servation and correction and, when the 
bum comes out “cured,” he is placed on 
probation ‘ ‘having been confined for the 
past week” and is therefore “sufficiently 
punished.” Several of the Magistrates 
of different ideologies have been impos- 
ing prison sentences plus fines, or a 
day in jail for each dollar not paid. By 
and large, the false alarm merry-go- 
round seems to go merrily around and 
around in the Metropolis of the West- 
ern Hemisphere. 


Three of the Magistrates in New 
York out of the 50 on the bench came 
from the New York Fire Department. 
Judge F. X. Giaccone was a Deputy 
F ire Comissioner for a few recent years. 
Judge David McKean was a Fireman 
assigned to the Legal Bureau and Judge 
Edward Thompson was a Lieutenant 
in charge of the Legal Bureau until he 
went into the Navy and was appointed 
to the bench in absentia. They have 
been just and impartial and not too 
severe on false alarm offenders. 


It is amazing the number of women 
who send false alarms in New York, 
particularly in the outlying sections. 
The hour of the night and other factors 
related to most of these cases indicate 
one cause—overindulgence in alcoholic 
stimulant. This was particularly true of 
the “war widows”—the young wives 
who left infant children at home alone 
while they wept in their beer in a near- 
by grog shop for their brave husbands 
overseas. They then went out into the 
night and pulled the corne- fire box for 
no reason than that the inn keeper 
closed up and put them out of the place. 


New York is a sucker’s town in more 
ways than one. It is too soft on the 
false alarmers and unless and until false 
alarm offenders are treated with severity 
by the police court judges, the pastime 
will very likely continue and the lives 
and limbs of fire fighters will continue 
to be endangered. 
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for SEPTEMBER, 1946 
Fire Protection Standards for 
Outdoor Assembly 


A standard for grandstands, tents 
and other places of outdoor assembly, 
now formally approved, is designed to 


safeguard the public against such dis- 
asters as the circus fire in Hartford, 
Conn., on July 6, 1944, in which 168 


persons lost their lives, according to the 
National Bureau of Standards, Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

The project to develop such a stand- 
ard was inaugurated soon after the 
Hartford disaster, which indicated that 
tents and other places of outdoor as- 
sembly have not in general been sub- 
jected to the’ same sort of regulation as 
theaters, halls and other places of in- 
door assembly. The latter are covered 
by building codes and other municipal 
and state regulations. 

Nolan D. Mitchell, Fire Resistance 
Section, Bureau of Standards, was des- 
ignated chairman of the committee. J. 
H. Courtney of the American Standards 
Association, Technical Secretary of the 
Building Code Correlating Committee, 
served as secretary. 

Numerous safety provisions are speci- 
fied, including resistance to fire, ade- 
quate approach and exit aisles cr spaces, 
live load, wind load, spacing of seats, 
minimum distance from other  struc- 
tures and the like. 

No smoking, fireworks, or unapproved 
open flame of any kind is permitted i 
any tent while occupied by the public. 
“No Smoking” signs must be conspicu- 
ously displayed. The covering of tents 
must meet the requirements for re- 
sistance to fire prescribed in the Federal 
Specifications for Fire, Water and 
Weather Resistant Cotton Duck—CCC- 
D-746, 


Butane Makes Hot Fire 


Believed caused by an_ earthquake, 
which was felt in the Big Bear area of 
California on the previous morning, and 
which weakened supports and pipe con- 
nections to two large butane and pro- 
pane storage tanks, and ensuing explosion 
and fire totally destroyed the residence 
and large warehouse of J. A. Betterley, 
local hardware merchant of Big Bear 
Lake, Cal., and other property. 

The initial explosion, believed to have 
been caused by ignition of butane vapors 
and which shook Big Bear more than 
half a mile away, came at 5:10 p.m., 
July 18, and ignited storage tanks con- 
taining 6,000 gallons of liquefied petro- 
leum gas. Flames from this storage, and 
the burning structures, roared skyward 
for nearly four hours. Also involved 
were two butane tank trucks, one pickup 
truck and one automobile owned by the 
Big Bear Gas Co. 

Investigators, including Fire Chief 
Larry Boyle of the Big Bear Lake Fire 
Department, are of the opinion that a 
valve on one of the storage tanks was 
loosened by the light earthquake shock 
and that it became still further loosened 
when trucks were driven to the tanks 
to withdraw gas before the blasts and 
fire. Quickly the escaping vapor spread 
along the ground in every direction over 
nearly two acres of land and vapors 
were ignited when they came in contact 
with a pilot light on a gas water heater 
after seeping into a neighboring cabin. 
The resulting initial explosion shook the 
mountain resort and almost immediately 
the large storage tanks began explod- 


ing, spreading the flames to the nearby 
cabins and warehouse. 

Chief Boyle received the alarm before 
the explosion and raced to the scene 
to find a low lying fog of heavier than 
air butane vapors covering an area of 
nearly two acres. He immediately 
ordered traffic halted and was in the act 
of clearing nearby residents from the 
threatened area when the blast came, 
followed immediately by the seething 
flames which quickly consumed every- 
thing in their path. 

The fire department managed to con- 
trol the advance of the fire before mid- 
night. Heedless of the danger of the 
possible rupturing of the big storage 
tanks, fire fighters operated their streams 
onto the containers after the “soft 
plugs” blew out until nearly all the con- 
tents had been consumed. William Bet- 
terley, son of J. A. Betterley and co- 
owner with his father and Carl Benson 
of the Big Bear Gas Co., with the aid 
of a water screen, braved the hot fire to 
plug the vents and forestall a possible 
internal explosion as the pressure 
dropped and air entered the containers. 

The loss was estimated at $150,000, 
the major part of it falling on the ware- 
house which was filled with truck tires, 
lumber and hardware. 

After 10:00 p.m. with the fire under 
control and no further explosions likely, 
the firemen stood by and allowed the 
gas to burn itself out. 


Oil Burner Fires Increasing 


Fires involving oil burners are in- 
creasing due to conditions brought 
about by the war, engineers of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters re- 
ported recently. Principal cause is lack 
of proper maintenance which has been 
due to lack of materials and the scarcity 
and high cost of trained mechanics. 

Many burners installed during the 
war do not meet the minimum stand- 
ards for safety and reliability. Others 
are just now wearing out after years 
of service, having been used longer than 
the reasonable life of such devices. 


“Any mechanical device, as it nears 
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Front Cover and Photo Courtesy Garry E. Pardee 
Butane and Propane Gas Fire at Big Bear Lake, Cal., When at Its Height 


the end of its usefulness, becomes more 
difficult to maintain properly, and re- 
quires good maintenance to a greater 
degree,” the National Board said. 

Chief among the. faults causing oil 
burner fires is simple failure to check 
and clean it once a year. 

“Continued operation of the burner 
without cleaning and removal of carbon 


deposits inevitably results in clogging 
of the burner orifice,” the engineers 
said. 


When this happens, the flame goes 
out. Pressure builds up behind the ob- 
struction. Frequently this pressure 
blows out the carbon, and oil again 
flows into the heated combustion cham- 
ber. So much oil is vaporized that com- 
bustion is incomplete. The _ result: 
clouds of sooty smoke puffing out of the 
furnace into the cellar and upstairs. 

When the furnace exnlodes_ with 
enough violence to wreck the cellar and 
damage the floor above, that can also 
be blamed on failure to keep the burner 
clean. Under certain conditions, when 
pressure blows the obstruction out of a 
clogged up orifice, the vapor creates a 
mixture not proper for combustion. This 
delays the ignition so that when it does 
occur it comes violently, sometimes 
blowing off the furnace door and shoot- 
ing flame into the cellar. 

The Board pointed out that oil 
burners which are neglected not only 
are unsafe but are uneconomical. When 
combustion is incomplete, gases which 
should create heat are unburned and are 
carried up the chimney. This results 
in heavy accumulations of burnable 
soot in the chimney. Oil soot discharged 
from pr ye also lodges on roofs and 
sides of houses. This oily deposit must 
be oth before buildings are painted, 
thus increasing cost of painting. 

Another source of current trouble is 
the oil burner that was removed for 
lack of oil during the war and later re- 
installed by the home owner without 
the aid or supervision of a competent 
oil burner service mechanic. 

A study of fires in which oil burners 
are involved shows that two facts are 
of prime importance, the Board’s en- 
gineers stated. First, the installation 
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must be properly made by. 4 well-trained 
man following the manufaefurers’ in- 
structions, and second, the” mstallation 
must be properly serviced oncé a year. 
A thorough check on the ‘automatic 
control device and proper oiling and 
cleaning of the motor and other mioving 
parts should be included im‘ any 
check-up. 


Ohio Firemen Meet 


More than 375 members of the Ohio 
State Firemen’s Association gathered in 
Dayton for its Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion last month. Attendance included 
chiefs and firemen from over fifty Ohio 
cities and villages. 

A feature of the convention was the 
out-of-doors demonstrations of fire fight- 





Chief Joseph Kirby, of the Dayton Fire De- 
pertment, Served as Host to the Convention 


ing equipment and fire extinguishing 
techniques, which were conducted in a 
specially prepared area within the thirty- 
eight acre plant of the Dayton Rubber 
Manufacturing Company. 

Under the direction of Fire Chief Jo- 
seph Kirby and District Chief Forest 
Lucas, of Dayton, the newest fire fight- 
ing equipment of the fire department 
was put through its paces for the visit- 
ing members. This included operation 
of Dayton’s 100-ft. aerial ladder; the 
new 1,500 GPM deluge gun and latest 


types of fog nozzles, and life saving 
appliances. 
The prize-winning Dayton Rubber 


fire brigade participated in the demon- 
strations, using chemicals, foam and 
water to extinguish fires most com- 
monly encountered in rubber plants. 

Captain E. R. Bridewell of the Dayton 
Fire Department provided the oral “off- 
stage” description of the various events 
over the P.A. system. 

It was decided to hold the 1947 con- 
vention in Cleveland. 


Nine New York Deputy Chiefs 
Reduced in Rank 


Fire Commissioner Frank Quale of 
New York City has announced the re- 
duction in grade of nine deputy fire chiefs 
to battalion chiefs. 

The action was taken on a basis of a 
June Court of Appeals decision holding 
that their appointments by former Com- 
missioner Patrick Walsh were illegal. 

The shakeup is understood to leave 
twelve vacancies for deputy chief in the 
department. The nine men reduced in 
rank will be eligible to qualify for the 


vacancies by following regular Civil Ser- 
vice ‘examination procedure. Deputy 
chiefs receive $6,300, compared to $5,300 
paid battalion chiefs. 

The nine officers, together with Rich- 
ard B. Haynes, who retired in June with 
a service disability, were made deputy 
chiefs in 1943 after the Budget Director 
of the City with the concurrence of the 
Comptroller, modified the city’s expense 
budget by eliminating ten posts of bat- 
talion chiefs and creating ten additional 
jobs as deputy chiefs. The action was 
successfully challenged by a committee 
of other battalion chiefs in the depart- 
ment. 

The officers reduced in grade, and their 
new assignments, are: George A. Ryan, 
to the Westchester section of the Bronx; 
John Callighan to Washington Heights; 
Thomas A. McCrory, to the Yorkville 
section; George J. Flynn, to the West- 
chester section of the Bronx; James Mc- 
Carthy, to the Fulton street station 
(Ladder Co. 10); Thomas J. Lyons, to 
Brooklyn; James W. O. Wood, to Har- 
lem; Thomas P. Fox, to Brooklyn, and 
William Klein, to Queens. 





Prisoners Riot, Set Fires 


Army prisoners at Camp McQuade, 
six miles north of Watsonville, Calif,. 
rioted and set fire to disciplinary bar- 
racks, battling guards with rocks before 
their insurrection was quelled with tear 
gas grenades, the night of July 1, the 
Army has disclosed. 

Six hundred prisoners—part of the 
1,700 general prisoners in the camp, all 
serving terms of more than six months 
—were involved in the uprising, which 
brought injuries to several Army guards, 
and Col. E. A. Everitt, the camp com- 
mander. Thirty-six buildings were de- 
stroyed. 

According to Col. Everitt, fire broke 
out simultaneously in several tar-paper 
and wood huts and when guards rushed 
into the area to control the flames they 
were barraged with rocks hurled by the 
prisoners. 

The flames spread rapidly through the 
disciplinary compound, sparks communi- 
cating the fire from one barracks build- 
ing to another. The main valve control- 
ling the flow of natural gas to the camp 
was destroyed and the flaming gas ham- 
pered efforts of the fire fighters to master 
the fire. 

A first-aid truck from the Watsonville 
Fire Department and another emergency 
truck from the United States Forestry 
Service from Corralitas answered the 
alarm, but prison guards refused to per- 
mit the forestry vehicle inside the prison 
gates, and held the city equipment in re- 
serve throughout the fire. 


A Record Squad Run 


What is believed to be a record re- 
sponse for a fire department squad crew 
was made on June 8 last by the Miami. 
Fla., Fire Department Squad when it 
was called to San Juan, Porto Rico, to 
aid Raymond A. Call, 23, a radio man 
for Pan-American Airways, who was a 
victim of polio. 

It is also, we believe, the first instance 
where a fire department squad unit re- 
—- by airplane on an emergency 
call. 

The call for help was received by the 
Miami Fire Department from Jack 
Cleary of the Dade County Polio Foun- 
dation and Dr. McDonald of the Pan- 
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American Airways. A portable lung and 
inhalator, and men to operate them, were 
urgently needed in San Juan. So, too, 
was a special rescue plane to bring the 
critically sick polio victim back to this 
country. 

In rapid-fire order, details were 
checked, and it was well that this was 
done because it. was found that the elec- 
trical system of the Pan-American plane 
was such that it would be necessary to 
take a portable generator in order to 
furnish 100-volt A. C. power for opera- 
tion of the iron lung. The lung, inhala- 
tor, four tanks of oxygen and other spe- 
cial equipment were rushed to the Pan- 
American plant at the 36th street airport 
of Miami and the plane got away at 
8:10 P.M., arriving at San Juan five 
hours and five minutes later. 

The co-pilots of the plane were Capt. 
Robert Buschmann and Earl R. Johnson. 
Others on the trip were: Dr. Raymond 
L. Evans and Nurse Hosaeus, physio- 
therapist, both specialists in polio treat- 
ment, together with L. Bullock and Fire- 
man E. F. Godwin of the Miami Fire 
Department Rescue Squad. 

Raymond Call, the victim, was placed 
in the front cabin of the plane in a Navy- 
type stretcher. As the plane gained alti- 
tude, 100 per cent oxygen was adminis- 
tered. 

After arrival in Miami McCall was 
placed in the iron lung immediately at 
Jackson Memorial Hospital. Adapted 
from the Florida Fireman. 





Puerto Rico's Fire Losses 


The report of the Insular Fire Service 
of Puerto Rico for the fiscal year 1945- 
1946 shows total fire losses aggregating 
$896,286.63. June, 1946 proved the 
costliest month of the year, with a loss 
of $200,790.25. Most of this loss was 
the result of a single fire in the proper- 
ties of the West Indies Trading Co. in 
the District of San Juan. 








One Hundred-Foot Aerial Ladder Being 
Demonstrated at the Dayton Rubber Plant for 
the Visiting Members of the Ohio State Fire- 


men's Convention 








for SEPT! 
In 


Firen 
hazards 
when | 
evidenc 
fire pr‘ 
rent h 














RING 


x and 
were 
, too, 
g the 
) this 


were 
was 
elec- 
plane 
ry to 
r to 
Dera- 
hala- 
spe- 
Pan- 
“port 
y at 
five 


apt. 
son. 
10nd 
/Sio- 
‘eat- 
‘ire- 
Fire 


ced 
ivy- 
alti- 
nis- 


was 
r at 
bted 


vice 
145. 
ing 
the 
oss 
vas 


er- 
in 





rr 
t- 








for SEPTEMBER, 1946 


Improvised Oil Storage 
Results in Fire 


Firemen never know what sort of 
hazards they are going to encounter 


when they respond to an alarm. As 
evidence of the additional problems of 
fire protection growing out of the cur- 
rent housing shortage, this “case his- 





Top: Pyramid of Fuel Tanks and One 550- 
Gallon Tank Which Supplied Fuel for Heating 
House Interior. Note Brush and Piping 


Center: Bank of Tanks to Provide Fuel to 
Kitchen Range, Located Five Feet from House, 
Ruins of Which Can Be Seen at Left Rear 


Bottom: Another Bank of Tanks Which Sup- 

plied Fuel to Oil Heaters in Dwelling. Prompt 

Action of Fire Department Kept Fire from 
These Containers 


tory,” taken from the records of the 
Bureau of Fire Prevention, Town of 
Greenburgh (Hartsdale Fire Depart- 
ment), is enlightening. 


An alarm of fire was received at 3:10 

M., on a Friday afternoon early in 
the year by the Village of Hartsdale 
Fire Department for a fire in a dwelling. 
The alarm was telephoned in by a 
neighbor, residing some 400 feet west 
of the residence on fire, and when the 
apparatus left fire headauarters, «over 
half a mile away, the drivers observed 
black smoke above the trees which hid 
the structure itself. 

The first engine company responding 
dropped 300-ft. of 2%-in. hose at a 
hydrant some 300 feet to the east of the 
burning house. The second engine 
company connected its pump to a hy- 
drant directly in front of the dwelling. 
This second pump was operated at 120 
lbs. pressure, which quickly rendered 
the first line ineffective, and it was 
ordered picked up. 

Upon the arrival of the department, 
the one story frame building measur- 
ing approximately 18 x 36 feet, was 
found to be totally involved and a 
strong odor of kerosene was present. 
Firemen quickly ascertained that fire 
had involved a bank of tanks, consisting 
of eleven 55-gal. drums resting on a 
platform constructed of 2 x 4’s. Each 
tank was individually tapped and a 
¥Y-in. pipe line ran down to a common 
pipe feeder. Later it was disclosed that 
this bank of tanks was used to furnish 
fuel to the kitchen range in the house. 
The bank was located about 5-ft. from 
the frame structure itself. 

These tanks were immediately wet 
down, their valves closed and no further 
trouble was experienced from them. 

At the rear of the house, approximate- 
ly 50 feet distance, was found another 
group of tanks. One of these had a 
capacity of 550 gallons. In addition, 
there were two clusters of 55-gal. 
drums, similar to the first group. These 
contained 10 and 11 tanks, respectively. 
This group of containers was used to 
supply fuel to stoves in the living and 
bedrooms. Each tank was individually 
tapped with a %-in. discharge line and 
valve, which led to a common feed-line. 
A constant-level valve was installed on 
this line. The tanks were not vented 
and were filled by a “fill-line” which ran 
to the front of the dwelling. 

Investigation disclosed that the fire 
was caused by the owner, who before 
leaving for work in the morning, re- 
moved the small inside reservoir from 
an oil heater in the house, and opened 
the valve on the line from the tanks in 
the rear of the dwelling, which was con- 
nected to the heater. He failed to take 
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the necessary time to properly adjust 
the flow which, in a short time, ex- 
ceeded the heater’s fuel storage capacity. 
Doubtless the owner believed that the 
constant-level valve should have regu- 
lated the flow. It is estimated that ap- 
proximately 200 gallons of oil drained 
into the house before it ignited. 

The fire destroyed the dwelling, with 
a loss estimated by the owner at $5,000. 
There was no insurance on house or 
contents. 

The structure was originally a sum- 
mer residence but, due to the current 
housing shortage, it had hastily been 
converted to a year-round home. In- 
vestigation failed to bring to light any 
record covering the installation of the 
tanks or the distributor of the fuel oil 
used by the householder. 





Water-Fog and Foam Control 
Gasoline Tanker Fire 


Fire-fighters from South Williamsport 
and the Susquehanna Ordnance Depot 
successfully fought a gasoline trailer 
tanker fire on Highway 15 a few miles 
south of Williamsport, Pa. 

The equipment used to subdue the 
lively blaze—said to have resulted in a 
loss of $10,000—included three standard 
fire department pumpers, high-pressure- 
pump-and-water-tank trucks, and a 
foam-truck. 

It is reported that the cab and for- 
ward vent of the trailer truck loaded 
with over 4,000 gallons of gasoline were 
involved in flames before the first fire 
apparatus reached the scene. The truck 
had not capsized and the driver had 
managed to pull it off the road before 
being forced to flee. The forward vent 
had blown off the 22-foot long tank 
and fire was flaming from the opening 

According to officials of the South 
Williamsport Fire Department, two 
high pressure fog streams were success- 
ful in controlling the fire. One stream 
fire in the cab of the vehicle; the other 
fire in the cab of the evhicle; the other 
was used to control the spill fire under 
the truck and the blazing tires. Reports 
indicate that the cab was cooled off in 
about two minutes and soon after fire- 
men were able to get on it and apply a 
fog stream directly into the burning 
tank. In both these operations it is 
said that only a “partial” fog stream 
was used—about half-way between a 
solid jet and fog. According to these 
officials, it required but a total of 150 
gallons of water to control the fire. 





Water-Fog and Foam Control Tank Truck Fire 


Firemen stretch in to start operation of extinguishing fire involving 
gas tanker near Williamsport, Pa. 


Right: Fire was knocked down by fog, after which foam was applied to 


finish the job. 
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WARSHIP MOORED AT PIER 
DEMOLISHED BY EXPLOSION 


Live Ammunition Detonates, Kill- 
ing Seven and Injuring Hundreds 


Turse explosions in her magazines 
and on an adjoining pier crumpled the 
destroyer escort U.S.S. Solar with the 
loss of seven dead and injuries to over 
160 others. The dead were all Navy 
personnel, but the injured included 
about thirty civilian dock workers. The 
ship was wrecked 

The Solar was unloading ammunition 
a mile out on the long pier of the Earle 
Naval Ammunition Depot, largest in the 
East, when the blasts occurred. They 
broke her in two, doubled the fore part 
back on herself so that eighty feet of 
her length projected into the air at 
right angles to the rest of her deck 

The 306-foot, 1,800-ton vessel, com- 
missioned three years ago, carried four- 
teen officers and 125 men, about 100 
fewer than her wartime complement. 
She arrived at the Earle pier at 8:30 on 
a morning this past Spring to discharge 
ammunition betore an overhaul. Her 
mines and “hedgehog” 
explosives had been 
waiting railroad car on 


anti-submarine 
into a 
pier 


discharged 


the and 


crew members were passing up 3-inch 
anti-aircraft shells: from a forward 
magazine when the first and smaller of 
the explosions occurred at 11:35 A.M. 
The second came about one minute 
later, and was loud enough to be heard 
by Navy firemen on shore two miles 
distant. Following this, Commander 
G. R. LaRocque ordered the crew 
abandon ship and the men swarmed 
ashore and away from the vessel. Most 
of them were on the pier, running in 
both directions from the ship when, 
about two minutes later, the third blast 
occurred. This spread from the for- 
ward magazines to a mine-loaded freight 
car and two automobile trailer trucks 
at the pier and all went up in a single 
explosion. 

The noise was heard as far as As- 
bury Park, N. J., twenty-two miles dis- 
tant. The sun was clouded by flying 
debris, some of which caught and in- 
jured the fleeing personnel. The force 
of the explosion snapped the Solar’s 
hausers and shot her back 100 yards, 





View of a Sister Ship of the U. S. S. Solar 





Earle Depot Firemen Cooling Wreckage of Blasted U. S. S. Solar 


Force of the explosions that 


tore apart the practically new destroyer escort is indicated by aerial 


view of ship and largest loading pier in the country. 
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stern-first down the pier. Eight of the 
ship’s crew were blown overboard, ang 
five were killed in the wreckage. The 
50-foot wide concrete pier was damaged 
by the blast, but held together. 

Fifty ambulances from the depot’s dis. 
pensary and near-by hospitals picked up 





the injured. Six Navy and Coast Guard 
fireboats assisted two depot fire pump. 
ers to control the fire in the wreckage, 
which was accomplished in about an 
hour. 

It was said the Solar was about two- 
thirds unloaded when the magazines 
blew up. It was reported unofficially, 
that the first detonation came when a 
sailor carrying a shell dropped it near 
one of the ammunition chutes, through 
which the explosives were being han- 
dled. 

The scene of the disaster is about ten 
miles southwest of the point where the 
destroyer Turner exploded Jan. 3, 1944 
with a loss of 138 lives. The Earle 
depot, built early in the war and later 
made a permanent installation, covers 
seventeen square miles of marshland just 
west of Sandy Hook, south of Coney 
Island across lower New York Bay. 
The pier at which the explosion oc- 
curred is the longest of its kind in the 
world jutting 2.7 miles into Sandy 
Hook Bay. It is connected by rail- 
road with the depot proper. 

Fire fighting facilities are maintained 
by the government. No municipal forces 
were summoned to aid the depot 
brigade, nor were property loss figures 
released. 

A destroyer, the U.S.S. Massey and 
an ammunition ship, the U.S.S. Great 
Sitkin rode out the blasts at the end 
of the long pier, about a mile and a 
half further to sea, along with three 
Liberty ships. 





New York City to "Reconvert" 


The New York Fire Department is 
planning a relocation and consolidation 
of a number of fire houses to achieve 
more efficient and economical distribu- 
tion of its fire fighting forces through- 
out the city according to Fire Commis- 
siener Frank J. Quayle. 

The survey to determine “more up- 
to-date locations” now under way is be- 
ing conducted by a committee of fire 
chiefs and the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. Following its survey, 
the commitee will submit plans for con- 
solidation and relocation of companies 
and houses in a recommendation to 
Mayor O’Dwyer. 

As with so many other municipalities, 
the sites of many of New York’s fire 
houses were picked long ago, in the 
days of horse-drawn fire engines—some 
of them more than sixty-five years 
back, Commissioner Quayle says. In this 
era of modern automotive apparatus, 
changes in population and types of com- 
munities, many houses are no longer 
located in the most efficient places. The 
Commissioner says, further, one ad- 
vantage of such a redistribution would 
be to relieve the fire department’s 
shortage of trained men through the 
more efficient use of those it has. 

The Commissioner has promised “full 
restoration of the three-platoon system 
at the earliest possible moment.” About 
two-thirds of the fire department is 
still operating under the two-platoon 
system, which was a war-time emergency 
measure under which firemen worked 
a seventy-two hour week. 
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For Practical Discussion of 


Current Fire Department and Fire Management Problems 
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USE OF FIREMEN FOR INTERIOR PAINTING OF STATIONS 


T nese are rehabilitation days in 
the fire service. Following a several- 
year period during which fire stations 
received few if any improvements, 
there is a general tendency to refur- 
bish fire headquarters and, topping 
the list of improvements, is a new 
“paint job.” 

It has always been somewhat of a 
moot question whether or not such 
station work should be performed by 
firemen or whether it should be con- 
tracted for. The practice heretofore, 
we believe, has been to farm out jobs 
of any considerable extent but to have 
the members of the department do the 
smaller maintenance painting jobs. 
However there has been a wide diver- 
gence of opinion on the matter. 

One of the difficulties has been to 
determine just where the line should 
be drawn between “home work” and 
“outside work.” Another is the ques- 
tion of cost. In some departments— 
more particularly the larger munici- 
palities—the high cost of employing 
outside painters has resulted in the 
unwillingness of the municipal gov- 
ernment to undertake repainting, 
with the result that many fire houses 
today present a sadly run-down-at- 
the-heel appearance. 

This Round-Table discussion brings 
to the fore the opinions and experi- 
ences of a large cross-section of the 
fire service of the nation, paid as well 
as volunteer, providing viewpoints 
that will be helpful to every fire offi- 
cial concerned with this problem. 

Readers are invited to forward 
their further comments on the topic 
for continuation in the October issue. 
Address Round Table Editor, 24 
West 40 Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Topic 


George Hoherd, Chief, Temple, Tex.: 
I have tried both having a fireman 
paint around the fire station and hir- 
ing an outside painter. I believe it 
pays to have the latter do the work. 

B, L. Warlick, Chief, Jackson, Tenn.: 
r men can do work of this type 
very nicely. I don’t believe, however, 
they should be made to do this work 
without it meets the satisfaction of all 
concerned. We also have _ outside 
painters do some of this work. 


c 


John Tobar, Chief, Austin, Minn.: It is 


the practice of the Austin firemen to 
maintain the fire building. When 
there is a lot of unemployment here 
in the city, the job of painting is 
usually given to some unemployed 
group, such as the WPA, when it was 
in existence. 

I believe firemen far surpass out- 
side painters in that they take more 
interest in their job. However, we 
realize the firemen can _ practically 
take all the time they wish to do the 
job. 


George C. Springstead, Chief, Gardena, 


Cal.: The firemen employed by the 
City of Gardena take a great deal of 
interest in their station and treat it 
the way they do their homes. If any 
type of maintenance is required they 
are not only willing but even volun- 
teer to keep up appearance of not 
only the station house but also ex- 
terior surroundings. 

Firemen are generally handy with 
tools and satisfactory results are ob- 
tained. 


E. Valent, Chief, Brownsville, Tex.: It 


is our practice to use firemen to do 
small painting. jobs around the sta- 
tions. 

We are fortunate in having in the 
department three or four men who 
have a fair knowledge of painting and 
our jobs are as satisfactory as those 
done by painters, and certainly more 
economical. 


Ray Hall, Chief, Benton Harbor, Mich.: 


If the fire personnel boasts of a paint- 
er who is capable of doing a good 
job of painting, I would say assign 
him to maintenance jobs of painting 
in the interior. We are fortunate 
enough to have two of the personnel 
who were former painters before en- 
listing in the fire service. I do not 
believe it is good practice to have all 
of the men doing painting jobs be- 
cause: first, should they be working 
on a scaffold, or high ladder, when 








HERE IS THE QUESTION 


1. Where small maintenance paint- 
ing jobs are to be done at a fire 
station, such as painting the in- 
terior of a room, is it your prac- 
tice to have firemen do it them- 
selves, or are painters hired to 
do the work? 


2. If painters are hired, do you be- 


lieve the results are as economi- 
cal and as satisfactory 2s where 
firemen do it? 








G. M. Twaddle, 


695 


an alarm came in, there is always the 
possibility of accidents. Secondly, 
our experience has been that seventy- 
five per cent of the firemen are poor 
painters, and their work is never satis- 
factory. There is a great difference 
between a “dauber” and a painter. 

As I stated above, if there are 
painters attached to the personnel, 
have them do the painting jobs. On 
the other hand, it is reasonable to 
believe that skilled painters are cheap- 
er in the long run than are the 
“daubers”. I do not believe that 
economy should be considered, but 
rather the type of work that the men 
are capable of performing. 

Most firemen are members of the 
International Fire Fighters Associa- 
tion, and this organization is affiliated 
with the A. F. of L. There may be 
a little friction with the union, should 
the regular painters care to make a 
kick about it. 


Ernest Yett, Chief, Bremerton, Wash.: 


Our own firemen do all the interior 
painting; also, we do all painting of 
department vehicles. 

If painters were hired, I do not 
believe the work would be any more 
satisfactory, and not nearly as eco- 
nomical as work done by our own 
men, because we have several men on 
our department who were union paint- 
ers before entering the fire depart- 
ment. 


W. B. Livingston, Chief, Coffeyville, 


Kan.: It appears‘to me that when a 
job of painting is to be done it should 
be done by a craft of workmen who 
are equipped and have the knowledge 
of that type of work. However, for 
the past several years it has been hard 
to get workmen to do anything along 
that line. 

On small jobs of painting around 
the station such as touching up run- 
ning boards, etc., I believe that such 
work could be done by the mechanic 
of the department. 

Chief, Reno, Nev.: 
We hire journeyman painters to do 
the work here. It has been our ex- 
perience that it is more economical 
and satisfactory to hire painters to 
do the work. Work done by such 
painters eight years ago is still good. 

Further, Reno is a strongly union 
organized town, and firemen are not 
permitted to do these paint jobs. 

Work done by experienced painters 
would be better and would last longer 
than that done by the average and 
inexperienced fireman. 


William J. Morgan, Chief, Fairmont, 


W. Va.: With the exception of one 
man, every man in the Fairmont Fire 
Department carries a card in the In- 
ternational Association of Fire Fight- 
ers, but not one man carries a card 
in any painter’s union. It’s an evident 
fact that we do no painting. 

We feel that by the time the men 
do their drills, look after the equin- 
ment, hose, etc., that they have com- 
pleted their work for that day. 

Frank T. Miller, Chief, Linden, N. J.: 
During the past years it was neces- 
sary to have firemen do small paint 
jobs as help was scarce. In order to 
keep things neat and tidy it was a 
request more than a demand. This 
request was met with immediate 
favor by the firemen. 

The practice was objected to by 
local painters, and when it is now 
necessary to paint inside or outside, 


(Continued on page 720) 
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New Ideas in New Haven 

The New Haven Fire Department, 
Paul P. Heniz, Chief, has recently added 
two more innovations to its long list of 
what for want of a better term might be 
called fire department modernizations. 

These are: (1) a trailer deluge unit 
and (2) ladder-platforms for men operat- 
ing at the tops of aerial ladders 

Basically, neither idea is new, but the 
editors of Frre ENGINEERING are inclined 
to believe that the New Haven Fire De 
partment is the first in this country to 
adopt both these innovations as regular 
equipment. 

The British have for many years used 
platforms on their turntable ladders 
(aerials) However, American - made 
metal aerial ladders, although when op 
erated as water towers, are used not un- 
like the British turntables, have not thus 
far been equipped with platforms or 
rests upon which anyone directing a 
stream from the ladder’s tip may stand 
with any degree of comfort and safety. 

The platforms installed on New Haven 
metal aerials, all of which are equipped 
with ladder-pipes, afford excellent foot- 
ing for men who may be called upon to 
operate the pipes. It may be mentioned 
that where, for any reason, it is not ex 
pedient to have men operate streams 
from the ladder tips, the department is 
able to direct them from the ground 
However, Chief Heinz, like many other 
fire ofhicers, has found it advantageous at 
times to manually direct ladder streams 
from the tip or peak of the ladder when 
either a fixed or removable ladder-pipe, 
or a plain play-pipe is used. Under these 
operations, ot course, the operator 
fastens himself to the ladder by means 
of a ladder-belt 

The trailer deluge unit, as it is known, 
is somewhat more original It was de 
signed by Chief Heinze and built in the 
New Haven Fire Department shops, 
utilizing an old trailer-frame, turrets and 
materials which happened to be avail- 
able. 

The primary purpose was to provide a 
sturdy mobile deluge unit that could 
easily be moved about and positioned in 
places inaccessible to the orthodox de- 
luge truck or turret wagon 

As Chief Heinz says: “This unit can 
be placed in the rear of buildings not 
accessible to the larger mobile unit. At 
large-scale fires, where there is danger 
of falling walls, this unit can replace a 
pumper or hose wagon, which so many 
times is damaged when a wall falls. Fog 
or fog-foam nozzles can be attached to 
this unit and it then be wheeled almost 


(Continued on page 702) 


Photos Courtesy New Haven Fire Department 
Top: New Haven's Home Made Trailer Deluge 
Unit Hooked Up, Ready to Go. 
How the little mobile trailér battery rides behind 
its “‘parent.” It takes but a moment to detach it 
and wheel it to any position desired. Made mainly 
from spare parts, the unit costs $750.00. 


Center: New Haven Trailer Deluge Unit and 
Its “Sire” in Operation. 
New midget mobile deluge unit can be easily 
positioned in rear of buildings or other locations 
inaccessible to the normal mobile deluge or turret 
trucks. Hand lines may be attached to the mani- 
folds connections 


Bottom: Looks Like a Bit of Old England, 
but It's Really New Haven, Conn. 
The New Haven Fire Department has installed 
platforms on the flies of its all-metal aerial 
ladders to provide safe, convenient rests for 
firemen when operating ladder pipes or otherwise 
working at the ladder tips 
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Overhauling the firemanic news of the day 


by RO! B. WOOLLEY 


So. Hadley Had ‘Emselves a Time 

This yarn might well begin like the 
catchline on the title page cf most 
novels “any similarity between the per- 
sons or events named herein and any- 
one living or dead is coincidental.” 

Seems that the good citizens of 
South Hadley, Mass., think their fire- 
men are pretty hot stuff, because 
they've proved it, by putting their 
knowledge of fire fighting to practical 
use. 

What’s coincidental about the whole 
thing? Well, the vamps had gathered 
in the fire house to hear a lecture by a 
visiting fireman (an expert ‘tis said) on 
the genus “chimney fire”. Five minutes 
after he had concluded his lecture and 
left, the fire alarm bell rang! ; 

You guessed it! It was a chimney 
fire. And the firemen did a right smart 
job with it! (Thanks B. C.) 

x * * 
And the Red Suspenders Were Useless 

From Frederick, Md., via that pipe- 
line o’ news, Jim Flynn, comes the sad 
tale of the members of the Frederick 
Junior Fire Company, who, with great 
reluctance agreed not to march in the 
state firemen’s coivention scheduled for 
the following weck in their city. 

The vamps all have nice, shiny, new 
hats. They have regulation coats with 
glistening brass buttons. But alas and 
alack, the pantsmaker wasn’t able to 
finish their trousers in time! 

If we might be permitted the play on 
words, sez Jim Flynn, the lads are 
“uniformly out of humor!” 
* * * 


Right Street But Wrong Town 


One for the book is this, from demon 
clipper A. Hardy, Fire Fans Club of 
America, Baltimore, Md. 

It isn’t strange for firemen to go to 
the wrong street in a city, particularly 
where street names sound alike, or 
there’s a “NE” “SE” and the like to 
confuse them, but when they go to the 
wrong city—and the right street—that’s 
news! 

Recently, so we're told, the South 
Bend, Ind., firemen were called to a fire 
on “Lincoln Way West.” So _ they 
dashed over—to find nothing! 

Upon checking up, they found they 
were right, so far as streets went—but 
they were on Lincoln Way West in 
Mishawaka, NOT South Bend! 

Now you tell one! 

* * * 


Busman's Holiday, Indeed! 

Some firemen just can’t resist the 
urge to get behind the wheel of any old 
truck, if it’s big enough, and bright 
enough. So ’twas with Edward Howe, 
West Hempstead, L. I., fireman, who, 
one day, was navigating Front Street, 
Hempstead, when he spied a nice, shiny 
Bee-line motor bus of the Hempstead- 
Jamaica line, all alone, with no driver 
and not even a watchdog. The chauffeur, 
one Frank Pafundi, had gone to a tele- 
Phone to report that his truck had brok- 
en down, but that he had fixed it and 
therefore not to send the tow crew which 
he had but a moment or two previously 
ordered. 


Fireman Howe, according to the 








New York Herald-Tribune, observing 
the driverless bus, with engine purring, 
and passengers per-spiring, took over. 
And so, when Pafundi returned from 
his telephoning, he found no bus! 

Standing there, scratching his head, 
he heard two crashes about three blocks 
away. Un huh—the bus, and brother 
Howe, had knocked down an ornamental 
lamppost, sheared off a telephone pole, 
narrowly missed a car full of passengers 
and finally halted, much the worse for 
wear (with the cargo-load of frightened 
passengers), 

Patrolman William Blenn, first on the 
scene, found no driver. But stepping 
into a nearby building, he discovered 
fireman Howe, brushing bits of broken 
glass off his clothing. 

Patrolman Blenn took Howe to head- 
quarters, where he denied having driven 


the bus. Driver Pafundi arrived and 
took over his blunted bus. 
* * * 


Rats Make Poor Bedfellows 


You've often heard the old one about 
people going to the dogs. Here’s a 
story about firemen going to the rats, 
or vice versa—the rats are going to the 
firemen and the firemen, in turn, are 
going wacky trying to settle the $64 
question: “What are we going to do 
about it?” 

At Norwalk, Conn., headquarters on 
Main street has been uninhabitable be- 
cause rats, which the firemen there claim 
are getting too chummy with them as 
they sleep; also, the rats are crawling 
between the walls after they have been 
poisoned and the odor which resulted 
forced the firemen out of the station. 

“We grew tired of having them crawl- 
ing in bed with us and chewing on our 
hands and feet when we were sleeping, 
so we spread poison around,” one fire- 
man told a reporter for the Bridgeport 
Post. “They crawled between the walls 
and died and now its almost impossible 
to sit around for any length of time 
without a gas mask.” 

In feeble efforts to make the two- 
story fire house habitable, the firemen 
took turns in burning incense. “The 
place may smell like an opium den, but 
at least we can stand it,” one Norwalk 
fireman asserted. 

“You can’t shut the doors and keep 
those monsters out,” another fireman 
said. “They eat right through the doors. 
In one corner of the building, a metal 
patch was placed over a rat hole and 
24 hours later the persistent pests had 
chewed a larger hole right next to it. 

“We are all tickled to death every 
time the bell hits. Even smoke is better 
for the lungs than what we are subjected 
to.” (Thanks Tom Magner.) 

+ * * 


Hot Off the Tape 


In July nearly 20,000 applicants con- 
tested for 1,000 jobs in New York Fire 
Department. Three-hour exams were 
held in city’s high schools. . . . The 
Boston Fire Department will have its 
own blood bank—sponsored by the 
Russell Club, a fireman’s organization. 
. .. Marjorie Dingwell, 18, who “loved 
to see the engines speed by” was given 
indeterminate reformatory sentence 
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after false alarm run, in Arling- 
ton, Mass. She was on probation for 
similar offensees in Medford when 
nabbed by Chief Daniel Tierney and 
his men. . . . Mayor William O’Dwyer 
and Fire Commissioner Frank Quayle 
of New York City awarded medals to 
16 fire-fighters in recognition of heroism 
in line of duty. A 17th medal was 
awarded for having maintained the best 
disciplined fire company. A new post- 
humous medal is henceforth to be 
awarded by the city. Twelve New York 
firemen made the supreme sacrifice last 
year. ... At a three-alarm fire in a 4- 
story Worcester, Mass.,. plant, Fire 
Chief William Carroll broadcast a 
request for all off-duty firemen to re- 
port at the fire after he ordered a third 
alarm. . . . In New York City a stub- 
born 3-alarm fire destroyed 250 trucks 
and the interior of a two-story brick 
garage. An explosion preceded the fire. 
... In New York, Henry Blocker, who 
set fire to a mattress where his wife was 
asleep in their home, in Queens, was 
sentenced to serve twenty to forty 
years imprisonment. .. . In Los Ange- 
les, when 18-year-old Robert Fields 
was caught in a cave-in while digging 
a cesspool, his father thrust a garden 
hose into his mouth for air. Firemen 
dug the youth out two hours later... . 
Children playing with matches set fire 
to a six-story apartment building in 
New York City which knocked out 11 
firemen. ... Refused a nickel for candy, 
a 5-year-old tot in Columbus, Ohio, set 
fire to her parent’s home, causing loss 
of $1,200 and leaving family of six 
homeless. 

A rush order for the certification of 
200 men from the Firemen eligible list 
was sent by Fire Commissioner Frank 
J. Quale, New York City. He is ready 
to appoint the 200 as soon as he gets 
the names from the NYC Civil Service 
Commission. . . . In Washington, D. C., 
the District firemen shinned up a 100- 
foot aerial ladder to extinguish an awn- 
ing fire on 8th floor of the Colorado 
building during the 5:30 P. M. rush 
hour. Much rubber-necking! ... Wm. S. 
Mahon, 50, of Elizabeth, N. J., narrowly 
escaped death when, during a cleaning 
operation, he fell into a 5,000-gallon vat 
at the Reichold Chemicals plant that 
city. When his mask became fouled he 
was overcome and only rescued in the 
nick of time by Fire Capt. James 
Robertson and Fireman Steven Czujk 
of the Elizabeth Fire Department, who 
descended ropes to reach and remove 
the victim. . . . The Pathe Studios are 
‘shooting’ fire departments, paid and 
volunteer, and the New York State Fire- 
men’s Tournament at Riverhead, L. I., 
to be part of a future “This is America” 
feature moving picture. .. . In spite of 
one of its customary highpoint fire pre- 
vention drives, insured fire losses for the 
City of Dallas for first four months of 
1946 were $335,160 as compared with 
only $159,883 for same period in 1945... 
In Staunton, Va., city employees on 
staff at least one year were given a 
week’s vacation witli pay. Action was 
precipitated by Fire Chief Dabney, who 
pointed out inequalities of previous setup 
.... An explosion felt for ten blocks, 
which scatered debris for 100 feet 
wrecked parts of Northern Home for 
Children, Philadelphia, Pa., soon after 
all eighty-four orphan occupants had 
left premises. Batt. Chief George L. 
Churchill sail no one was in affected 
section of building at time of blast, 
which demolished two 500 gal. boilers. 
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TO DESIGNATE WATER SUPPLIES 


William N. Schwartz, Ocean Grove, 
N. J., offers this idea for making easier 
the job of locating hydrants and water 
supplies in rural or suburban areas. He 
says: “While riding through Basking 
Ridge, N. J., I noticed a large white 
arrow painted in the center of the black 
oil, tar, or asphalt streets. Each arrow 
pointed to a fire plug. This in my 
Opinion was a very good idea for a vol- 
unteer department as it shows up the 
location of the fire hydrant day or night 


to the driver of the apparatus.” 
Che arrow was shaped like a plumb 
bob, according to Mr. Schwartz. 


idea has been used to 
and concealed sources of 
water, and for flush hydrants on city 
streets, by large and small communities. 
In some instances the “arrow” or other 
indicator, says “FIRE” to differentiate it 
from traffic markers. 

Another method of indicating 
wells or hydrants or wells which 
concealed by the roadside, is to locate 
brightly colored stakes or posts nearly, 
each bearing a numeral indicating the dis- 
tance it is set from the supply 
+ 


TO SPEED SALVAGE WORK 


The task of 


Ed This same 
designate wells 


nearby 
may be 


removing salvage tar- 
paulins from a truck, where they've 
os piled folded, on top of each other, 
has often caused salvage crews to cuss 
aplenty! Now comes a simple idea from 
Wm. J. Toelle, Evansville, Ind., which 
appears like an easy, inexpensive answer 
to the problem. 

To speed up the removal of tarpaulins 
from their storage boxes on. apparatus, 
suggests Mr. Toelle, remove the slats 
from an orange crate and cut to slightly 
longer length than the tarpaulins when 
folded. Bore “%-in. holes in either end or 
both ends. Paint the slats white, then 
dry well, after which place one slab 
tween each tarpaulin and you will be 
able to tell just where to grab for any 
given number of tarps’ even in the dark. 

If you need three at one time and the 
apparatus is in the dark, all that is 





necessary is to slide your hand down the 
face of the stack until you come to the 
third slat, then lift out the three and 
you will not have to fumble around, 
wondering where the third fold ends 
and the fourth begins. 

The “%-in. hole is to facilitate hanging 
the slats on hoeks where they can be 
stored until used. 


WHAT'S YOUR GADGET? 


At some time in his career 
almost every fireman has de- 
| vised a “short cut” or a “gad- 
get”—or both, for doing a job 
better, more quickly, cheaply 
or conveniently. It may be an 
operation like a formula for 
figuring back pressure or a 
finished product like an im- 
proved plaster hook—it doesn’t 
| matter what it is; if it will 

contribute to the advance- 
| ment of fire fighting FIRE 
| ENGINEERING wants it— 
| and will pay for it at the rate 
| 
| 
| 





of $1.00 for an idea without 
illustration and $5.00 where 
usable sketches or photo- 
graphs are furnished. Address 
Editor “Short Cuts and Gad- 
| gets,’ FIRE ENGINEER- 
| ING, 24 West 40th Street, 
| New York 18, N. Y. 











IMPROVISED HOSE CLAMP 


The Los Angeles Fire Department 
Drill* Manual, an excellent piece of 
training material by the way, shows 
how to improvise a hose clamp out of 


a door-opener (Detroit). 














FIRE ENGINEERING 


The picture shows the trick. All that 
is necessary is to open up the door. 
opener, then place the hose over the 
heavy bar section, after which the lever 





bar is clamped down over the hose to 

pinch it between the two rods. 
Following this, the lever section is 
lashed firmly with a ladder or hose 
strap. (Jllustration Adapted From the 
Drill Manual of Fire Department proce- 
dure—Los Angeles). 
« 2 - 


A READER AGREES—AND QUERIES 


It’s good to know that “Short Cuts 
and Gadgets” is so well read by the 
cognoscenti, as Elbert Hubbard would 


have said. 

In the May, 1946 number we told 
about how a reader claimed small oil 
fires could be extinguished with a soda 
and acid extinguisher, by converting the 
stream to a spray, through application 
of a thumb! 

Bearing on this subject, we have the 
following letter from Norman  R. 
Wypruk, NR, RAFC No. 1 ANS Fire 
Dept., Summerside, P.E.S., Canada: 

“In the May issue of Fire ENGINEER- 
ING in the Short Cuts and Gadgets Sec- 
tion, a contributor claims to have put 
out an oil fire with a soda and acid ex- 
tinguisher. 

; “IT most certainly agree with this per- 
son as I have put out an oil fire in a 
demonstration tank, 4-ft. by 6-ft., and 
also an aircraft fire involving spilt gaso- 
line and electrical wiring. 

“Is it possible that the CO* generated 
in the chemical reaction of the acid and 
soda solution has something to do with 
this extinguishing effect? After the dem- 
onstration that I just mentioned, experi- 
ments were carried out using a loaded 
stream extinguisher. But putting my fin- 
ger over the nozzle and forming a fine 
sprav. an oil fire in a tank 5-ft. by 7- ft. 
was extinguished in thirty-five seconds.” 

Ed’s Note: There is no special chemical 
reaction developed by converting a S & 
extinguisher stream to a spray, as above 
described. Doubtless the extinguishing 
action of this spray was little different than 
that of a coarse “fog” developed by the 
average fog nossle. 

* * * 


The Old Timer Says— 


The type of occupancy, of a building 
may usually be determined from the 
signs or name-plates on its front—givin’ 





ORANGE CRATE STRIP - 7 
PAINTED WHITE , 4" hole 7} 
() Wi Sa eee 
MOUNT HOOK 
ON TRUCK OR 
WALL TO HOLD 
STRIPS WHEN 
} REMOVED FROM 
} STORAGE BOX 
) 
wo jl 
TARPAULINS ranpaums ) 
STORED WITNOUT STORED WITH 


BREAKER STRIPS GREAKER STRIPS 


you a good idea of what you’re goin’ up 
against! 
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Change at Ward LaFrance 
C. H. Pell has been named Director 
of Purchases for Ward LaFrance Truck 
Division, Elmira, N. Y., it is announced 





C. H. Pell 


President in 
Amer- 


by Frank B. Powers, Vice 
Charge of Operations of Great 
ican Industries, Inc. 

Mr. Pell, a graduate of Purdue Uni- 
versity School of Engineering, previ- 
ously occupied positions as purchasing 
agent with Kaiser-Frazer Corp., Willow 
Run, Mich., United States Cartridge Co. 
and Sherwin-Williams. 


Kiddie Buys Belleville Plants 


Three of the seven plants used during 
the war by Walter Kidde & Company, 
Inc., at Belleville, N. J., have been pur- 
chased from the government for a total 
price of $1,800,000, it has been an- 
nounced by John F. Kidde, President of 
the company. 

The company plans to continue its 
activity in the production of fire pro- 
tection equipment. The capacity of the 
Selleville plants has been turned toward 
the production of equipment for indus- 
trial users, 

Kidde will also manufacture oil re- 
claimers, jacket oil heaters and plasti- 
coaters, products of the Youngstown- 
Miller Company which is now a subsi- 
diary of Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. 





Air View of Property Acquired by Walter Kidde & Co., Inc., at Belleville, New Jersey. The 
Buildings Have a Total Floor Area of 380,000 Sq. Ft. Foreground Shows Parking Lot and, to 
the Left, Fire Demonstration and Experiment Area with Spectators’ Stand 


In addition, certain textile machinery 
will be manufactured under an agree- 
ment with Riverside and Dan River 
Mills, Danville, Va. 





Changes at Cardox 


The appointments of Felix C. Rodgers 
as general manager of its Fire Division 
and of H. V. Williamson as Director 
of Research, have been announced by 
Cardox Corporation of Chicago. 

Mr. Rodgers, who will make his 
headquarters in the home. office, has 
been a district manager for the Fire 
Division, located in Pittsburgh. Mr. 
Williamson was formerly chief engineer 
of the company’s Research Division. 








New "ALFCO" "All-Weather" 
Fire Hose 


American-La France-Foamite Corpo- 
ration, Elmira, N. Y., announces a new 
“All-Weather” line of water repellent, 
mildew. resistant fire hose made exclu- 
sively for the company by the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Company. 

The new product is described and 
illustrated in a colorful bulletin just 
issued by American La France-Foamite 
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Corporation. Among the _ features 
claimed for the new hose are: Water 


repellant; mildew resistant; white and 
clean; flexible, easy racking; strong and 
durable; seamless tubing; smooth water- 
ways; double jacket; “tailored” fit of 
jackets; uniformity; flat cured and wide 
range of selection (there are five dit- 
ferent all-weather brands for selection). 








New Wire Reduces Plane Fire Threat 


The United’ States Rubber Company 
has developed a new aircraft wire which 
reduces the fire hazard and lightens the 
weight of airplanes, it is announced. 

The flameproof insulation consists of 
a layer of glass fibre to insure circuit 
integrity and a fire resistant synthetic 
rubber applied by a special dipping 
process. Tests show the wire highly 
resistant to oil, chemicals, mildew and 
fungus. It has been named “Neolay”. 





"Tires on Fire Apparatus” 

Such is the title of a booklet by J. E. 
Powers, Manager, Truck and Bus Tire 
Department, The B. F. Goodrich Com- 
pany, Akron, Ohio, which contains a re- 
print of Mr. Powers’s address before 








First of 20 New Pumpers for New York City 


One of a fleet of twenty new Ward LaFrance pumpers for New York City, embodying special 


features, including booster tank and hose (on reel); turret pipe, and the 


In photo, Ralph 


hangars” at rear. 


wheel, with A. Ward LaFrance, vice president, ( 


of the 


“subway-type fireman's grip 


Horton, president, Great American Industries, Inc., is at the 
3.A.1., and Wendell P. Rice, general sales manager 
Ward La France Truck Division. 


of Fire 
H., meet- 


the New England Association 
Chiefs at its Porthmouth, N. 
ing, June 25 last. 

The reprint contains a wealth of use- 
ful information on the relation of tires 
to fire apparatus, with pertinent sugges- 
tions on how to get the most satisfac- 
tory service from tires. 


Microphone Catalog and 
Selection Guide 


A complete new catalog and selection 
guide has been published by Electro- 
Voice, Inc., South Bend, Ind., manu- 
facturers of microphones and stands. 

The data will prove helpful to fire 
departments that use microphones in 
connection with voice amplification and 
P. A. systems. 


New American-Marsh Data Sheet 
American-Marsh Pumps, Inc. Battle 
Creek, Mich., has just released a new 
data sheet and instruction manual 
(Continued on page 718) 
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Sharp Answer 
“Doctor,” said the wild-eyed patient, 
as he rose from the steps of his farm 
homestead and rushed down to meet 
the doctor’s car, “I’m in a deuce of a 


pickle. Don’t know where to turn for 
relief.” , 

“What's the trouble?” asked the doc- 
tor. 


“The ghosts of my departed relatives 
come and perch on the tops of the fence 
posts all round the orchard” replied the 
patient. “Every night it’s the same old 
they just sit there, waiting, wait- 


round 
What can I do to get rid 


ing, waiting 

of them?’ ; zs 
“Sharpen the tops of the posts, the 

doctor prescribed, as he drove off. 


George: “Just between the two of us, 
Bob, you should remember to pull the 


When |! 


blinds down in your house. 1en 

passed last night, 1 saw you kissing 

your wife.” ’ 4 
job: “Haw, that’s one on you: 


wasn’t home last night!” 


Eat. drink and be merry—and tomorrow 


you'll wish you were dead. 


“Did you have the car out last night, 
son?” , 

Yeah. I drove some of the fellows 
home.” : 

“Well, you better tell the fellows that 


one of them left a little lace hanky im 
the front seat.” 


There was an old man from Nantucket 
Who kept all his cash in a bucket; 
But his daughter, named Nan, 

Ran away with a man 

And as for the bucket, Nantucket. 


Pat was sick in a hospital ward with 
bronchitis. The doctor inquired: “Do 
you raise anything when you cough? 

" Pat was puzzled and shook his head 
in the negative. On the doctors re- 
turn Pat beckoned to him and said: 
“Say, Doc, I’ve been thinking about 
that question you asked me, and I 
remember now that every time I cough 
I raise me left leg.” 

Little Audrey 
Little Audrey and her boy friend had 
lot of cocktails before he took 
her home. He told her good night and 
left and Audrey went to bed. After a 
while she looked up and saw that the 
ceiling was going round and round. But 
she just laughed, because she knew that 
the ceiling was plastered. 


had a 


Suggestion 

The newly appointed Fire Chief be- 
lieved in getting the men to cooperate 
with him. In an effort to inspire them 
to greater interest he called them to- 
gether for a talk. i 

“Whenever I enter the station,” he 
said pleasantly, “I went to see every 
man cheerfully performing his task with 


FALSE ALARMS 


as much speed as possible. Now, I am 
going to place this box by the door, and 
I want you to place in it any ideas you 
may have as to how we can bring this 
about.” 

A few days later he opened the box 
to find one solitary piece of paper. On 
it was written: “Take the rubber heels 
off your shoes.” 

The county attorney demanded at a 
coroner’s inquest that a witness be ex- 
plicit in describing a bar room shoot- 


ing. “Did you actually see this man 
shoot the victim?” the prosecutor 
asked. 


“I saw the gun flash, heard the re- 
port and saw the man fall,” repl’d the 
witness, and added somewhat apologeti- 
cally, “but I can’t say I saw the bullet 
travel.” 

Before I married Maggie dear, I was 
her pumpkin pie, her precious peach, 
her honey lamb, the apple of her eye. 
But after years of married life, this 
thought I pause to utter: those fancy 
names are gone, and now, I’m just her 
bread and butter. 


Meat Shortage 

The new minister was enthusiastic 
about foreign missions and one of his 
first tasks was to call upon parishioners 
whom he knew to have money and en- 
list their support. “I’m sorry,” replied 
one wealthy farmer, “but it’s no use 
asking me. I don’t approve of foreign 
missions.” 

“But surely,” the minister persisted, 
“you know that we are commanded to 
feed the hungry.” 

“That may be,” came the grim reply, 
“but can’t we feed ’em on something 
cheaper than missionaries?” 


‘ 
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It'll Cost Plenty, Either Way 


The helper rushed into the service 
station. “Say, boss,” he cried, “yot 
doctor’s out: hére with a flat tire.” 

“Good,” exclaimed the boss gleefully, 
“Diagnose the trouble as puncture 
wounds resulting in prolapsus of 
perimeter and prescribe plactic surgery 
tollowed by the administration of vic 
lent flatulents, and charge him accord 
ingly. That’s the way he does it.” 


A Filipino woman, the wife of a 
notorious robber, was being questioned 
by a court prosecutor, or fiscal. 

“And you knew this man was a robber 
when you married him?” the fiscal thun- 
dered accusingly. 

“Oh, yes,” said the woman calmly, “I 
knew.” 

“Then why did you marry him?” per- 
sisted the questioner. 

“Sir,” said the woman, quite unper- 
turbed, “it was time I should get mar- 
ried, and the only other offer I had was 
from a lawyer.” 





Soap-Box Orator: We must get rid 
of socialism, bolshevism, fascism and 
communism, 


Voice from the Crowd: And while 
you’re about it, just throw in rheu- 
matism. 

Sim: “Did you say you knew Art?” 

Jim: “Art who?” 


Sim: “Artesian.” 
Jim: “Oh yes, I know Artesian well.” 
“So you deceived your husband,’ 
said the Judge gravely. 

“On the contrary, your honor, he de- 
ceived me. He was going out of town, 
and he didn’t.” 
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OXYGEN BREATHING APPARATUS 


Generates its own oxygen as you breathe—in the amounts you 
need—giving you one hour’s protection in unbreathable air, 
using a replaceable chemical canister! Weighs only 13% lbs. 
complete. No cylinders, high-pressure valves or fittings. 
Fog-free lenses. Simple to use. Proved by Navy battle service 
all through the war! Write now for Bulletin BM-8, and an 
actual demonstration. - 


ONE REPLACEABLE CANISTER DOES THE WHOLE JOB! 


THE SIMPLE, LOW COST 


M.S-A- DEMAND-TYPE 


MASK 


Easy to use as a gas mask—just put it on, open a valve, and 
breathe! Refillable cylinder supplies oxygen or air to wearer 
at a rate varied to meet breathing requirements through posi- 
tive demand-type regulator. One-half to one-hour protection; 
no chance of breathing impure air; anyone can use it without 
special training. Full details in Bulletin BM-7. Write for your 
copy today! 


* PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATIONS ARRANGED ON REQUEST. 





MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 


BRADDOCK, THOMAS AND MEADE STREETS PITTSBURGH 8, PA. 
District Representatives in Principal Cities 


In Canada: MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED 


ide] fe), hfe) MONTREAL VANCOUVER CALGARY NEW GLASGOW, N.S. 
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. Impeller shaft 


. Protected bearings . . . 








COUNT TEN -- - 


when you select your next fire pump 


These ten WATEROUS features 
add up to all round dependability: 


. Horizontally split case... for quick 


replacement of worn parts. 


. Two-piece main casing . joined 
by a single horizontal joint—sim 
ply constructed and free from 
leaks. 


. supported at 
by ball bearings that 


for long life. 


ich end 
run in oil 
ball bear 
ings are guarded from water and 
jirt by stuffing boxes, flinger rings 
ind oil seals. 


5. Accessible stuffing boxes 


r repacked. 


isily adjusted 


6. No shifting of gears between 
stages .. . change-over made by 
partial turn of transfer valve. 

7. Bronze valve seats . . . for per 
manent tight seating. 

8. Bronze wear rings. . . long-lived 

easily renewable. 


9. Thorough testing . . all pumps 
fully tested ind 
1ccording to contract 
ments. 


inspected 
require- 


10. A well stocked service depart- 


ment is behind every WATEROUS 
Fire Pump. 


WATEROUS Pumps are available on leading makes of fire apparatus. 
Write for literature. 


WATEROUS COMPANY °ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 


Also Manufacturers of WATEROUS Fire Hydrants 




















FIRE ENGINEERING 


Delayed Alarm 
(Continued from page 687) 


them, until the off-shift firemen fe. 
sponded; also on the bursting hose 
which still further complicated opera. 
tions. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, 
and the fact that the radiated heat of 
the fire, feeding on the gasoline, oil and 
paint-soaked Lussier property, blistered 
surrounding structures and broke plate 
glass windows on a showroom across the 
street, firemen were able to confine and 
extinguish the threatened conflagration 
with a loss of $125,000, most of it on the 
Lussier business. 





New Ideas in New Haven 
(Continued from page 696) 


anywhere to fight oil or other type fires 
that so many times cannot be reached 
with hand-lines or trucks.” 

According to Chief Heinz the unit 
costs about $750,000 complete. It is pro- 
vided with manifold and _ dischahrge 
gates, 2'%4-in. and 11!4-in., so that hand- 
lines can easily be laid to protect ex- 
posures at any large fire. The unit is 
usually located in front or in the rear of 
a fire area and 100 or 150 feet of hose is 
sufficient te cover exposures. 

With guns operating with large tips 
(straight streams or the large-volume 
fog nozzles) an effective water curtain 
may be thrown up to cover exposures, 

The trailer deluge unit is quartered in 
a downtown fire station (1st Battalion) 
immediately in the rear of one of the 
department’s deluge fog units. It takes 
but a moment to snap on the little trail- 
er’s towing yoke to the latter’s rear run 
ning-board whenever it is wanted. 


Maryland Firemen Celebrate 


The Golden Jubilee Convention and 
Celebration of the Maryland State Fire- 
men’s Association was held June 19-2 
in Frederick, Maryland, having been 
postponed since 1942, on account of the 
war. 

According to the oldest inhabitants of 
Frederick, the convention was the big 
gest and gayest event since the Con 
federate Army captured the town in the 
Civil War. 

Firemen H. H. Bond of Union Bridge 
and Robert A. Bennett of Frederick 
were in attendance at the first conven- 
tion in 1893 and have attended all the 
conventions of the Association. 

W. Bartgis Storm, of the United 
Steam Fire Company #3 of Frederick 
was elected president. Other officers 
elected were: Charles R. Stallings of 
Pikesville, first vice president; Mitchell 
Boulden of Elkton, second vice presi 
dent; William A. Wilson of- Midland, 
treasurer; B. R. Benson 3rd of Luther 
ville, secretary; Rev. James W. Minter 
of Hereford, chaplain; Eugene J. C 
Raney of Kensington and Showard T 
Culver of Hebron, trustees; Frostburg 
was selected for the 1947 convention. 

On display during the convention 
were two horse drawn steam pumpefs 
from Cambridge and Easton. The 
steamers were demonstrated for the 
benefit of the young firemen, many had 
never seen one in operation. While the 
sparks were flying and the whistles were 
blowing for more coal, the old timers 
told the youngsters about the “good olf 
days.” A monster two hour parade, 
fireworks and firemen’s ball ended the 
celebration. I. W. Jouwnson. 


Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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CONSIDER THE SAFETY MARGINS 


High developed horsepower at usable engine speeds; low hydraulic 
TC operating pressures in the aerial hoist; a light strong ladder and great 
ard T reserve margins throughout are just a few of the actual features found 
— in the Pirsch aerial ladder truck. 


ition. 
ioe Pirsch Intermediate type aerial shown above is one of five Pirsch aerials 


— ordered by City of Rochester, N. Y. 


DETER PIRSCH & SONS CO. cenosua, wis. 


— 
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IN FIRE FIGHTING 
BRASS GOODS! 


SINCE 1892 


BRESNAN CELLAR NOZZLE 
BALL BEARING 


Size 2!/," Only 





Plate 104 


SENSIBLE LUG 
HOSE COUPLING 


No Protruding Parts 





Plate 159 


IMPROVED 
DEWEY 
HOSE 
EXPANDER 


OWHATAN BRASS 


ond IRON WORKS 
RANSON .WEST VIRGINIA 


Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town, West Virginia 
Established 1892 





Plate 113 

















FIRE ENGINEERING 





‘Tue following list includes fires of 
$10,000 loss and over in the United States 
States and Canada for the month of Au- 
gust, 1946. 


Month Ending August 31, 1946 
Mogantic, Que.—Three bldgs. destroyed; 1 dam- 
aged 


Detroit, Mich.—Brownlee Co. lumber plt., River 
Rouge, damaged. 

Aberdeen, Wash.—Shafer Bros. lumber and 
shingle mill, dock destroyed. 

Endicott, Wash.—Union Elevator Co. elevator, 
four whses, with 200,000 bushels of wheat, de- 
stroyed. 

Spokane, Wash.—Paul Oettel Match Block Co., 
planing mill, destroyed. 

Kingston, Ont.—Whses. of Chown, Ltd., hard- 
ware firm, damaged. Short circuit. 

Newport, N. C.—ABC Store, Caroline Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. office, Bell Bros. Grocery, 
Sam’s Cafe and Garner & McGain Grocery, de- 
stroyed. 

Devils Lake, N. D.—Bldg. occupied by H. L. 
Schutte Co., meat market and cigaret whole- 
saling firm and Ferris grocery, destroyed. 


| Lansdale, Pa.—Pleasant Valley Packing Co., five 


miles west, damaged. 

Horton, Kans.—Horton Grain Co. elevator dam- 
aged. Dust explosion. 

Rindal, Minn.—Rindal Co-operative Creamery 
bldg. destroyed. Lightning. 

St. Louis, Mo.—Bldg. occupied by United Bakers 
Supply & Wholesale Furniture Co., destroyed; 
York Corp. damaged; also nearby bldgs. dam- 
aged. Lightning. 

Fargo, N. D.—Main grain receiving elevator unit 
ot Moorhead Farmers Elevator Co., destroyed. 

Fullerton, Cal.—Whse. of Standard Oil Co. de- 
stroyed. 

Upland, Cal.—Red Hill Country Club destroyed. 

Chicago, Ill.—Checker Cab Co. garage and Edge- 

comb. garage, destroyed. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Lumber yard and factory 
of Furniture City bi 7 ogg Co. damaged 
Sistersville, W. Va.—Hdats. of Bowser Sales & 

Training Co. destroyed. 

Clarksburg, Cal.—Clarksburg hotel destroyed. 

Nampa, Ida.—H. M. Chase Produce Co. dam- 
aged. Defective wiring. 

Milford, Mass.—Archer Rubber Co. plt. damaged. 

Grand Coulee, Wash.—Columbia Bicekl Hotels, 
destroyed. 

Fort Fairfield, Me.—Town garage damaged. 

Laurel, Miss.—Veneer mill of Mengel Co. de- 
stroyed. 

Joplin, Mo.—Lumber yard, body plt. and whses. 
of Braeckel’s, Inc., damaged. Small dwelling 
and apt. bldg. damaged. 

DeWitt, Ark.—Southwest side of town square, 
including bldg. occupied by Bruce Kendall Feed 
Store and Kendall Abstract Co.; Elmer Fer- 
guson grocery bldg.; Western Auto store; va- 
cant theatre bldg. and bldg. occupied by res- 
taurant of John Moory, destroyed. 


| 
, —? N. C.—Anchor Supply Co. and Hick- 


ory Bowling Alleys, destroyed. 


| Raeford, N. C.—Upchurch Milling & Storage Co. 


mills destroyed. 

Klamath Falls, Ore.—-Fehlens Grocery and 300 
cold storage lockers destroyed. Faulty wiring. 

Ambler, Pa.—Airplane hangar at Wings Field, 
Montgomery ounty,. destroyed. Airplane 
touched off fire. 

Walla Walla, Wash.—Fifestone Auto Supply de- 
stroyed; Moore Buick Co. bldg. damaged. 
Welding spark. 

Warren, Mass.—Country Club Laundry damaged. 

Minneapolis, Minn.—Apple Blossom Inn, night 
club, south shore of Medicine Lak, . «troyed. 

Flushing, N. Y.—Fischer-Beer Co., a dept. store, 
destroyed. 


Columbus, Ohio—H. J. Boogler elevator, Santa 





Fe, destroyed. 

Meacham, Ore.—Chuck Wagon restaurant, fill- 
ing station, garage, six dwellings destroyed. 
Explosion of gasoline tank. 

Staten Island, N. Y.— The Brighton Marine 
Shipyard and two ferry boats in drydock. 

Clemson, S. C.—Chemistry bldg. at Clemson 
College housing classrooms and _ laboratories, 
damaged. 

Henderson, Tex.— Frank Soape Bldg., Allen 
Brown Drug Co. and Palace Cafe, destroyed. 

North Boneville, Wash.— The Copeland lumber 
yard, the Evergreen Hotel, the C. A. Boyle 
cabinet shop and numerous other bidgs. de- 
stroyed. 

Humboldt, Minn.—Farmers Elevator Co. and oil 
co. whse. destroyed. 

Memphis, Tenn.— Fortes House Furnishing Co. 
damaged. 

Shreveport, La.—Bldg. occupied by Greenwall’s 
Drug Store and Bauman’s wholesale drug co. 
damaged. 
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Hoseman Edward F. Sullivan of Rescue Co. No. 2, 
equipped with Scott Air-Pak ready for under-water 
rescue work. 


@ “Even at the depth of 25 feet there was not the slightest difficulty in breathing, and the 
portable tank on my back obviated the necessity of air lines, allowing me to move freely and 
work easily even though the bottom of the pit was littered with tree trunks and roots. Also, 
the fact that the air tank was high on my shoulders kept me upright and aided me consider- 
ably in moving about.” 

The enthusiasm of those men who have used the Scott Air-Pak is largely due to features 
found in no other type of breathing apparatus—full—clear vision—no lens fogging —free- 
dom of motion—luminous air gauge—proven regulator design and lightweight, comfortable 


working equipment. 


Sold by leading Fire Equipment houses from coast to coast. 


= we a wo : @ @ 0. ue Bae S.:: 4. ¢..4.. 3.2 4 
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jackets for extra strength and wear 


CRACKERJACK fire hose starts out in life with a flawless 
jacket, and many are still that way after 20 years of 
active service. They are woven from the finest premium 
long staple cotton yarn twisted to our own rigid specifica- 
tions. Care in producing a BALANCED WEAVE equalizes 
tension on each strand so pressure is evenly distributed. 
CRACKERJACK’S strength-giving filler strand is completely 
protected behind a uniform cotton wall of warp strands. 
The BALANCED WEAVE, perfect fit, and inter-action of 
the two jackets provide maximum strength and prevents 
undue twist and elongation under pressure. 


<5 for extra life and strength 
: Ay Es for minimum elongation and twist 
\ aytisd to prevent snagging and ‘‘spot wearing” 


The AMERICAN RUBBER Mfg. Co. 


Pork Avenue and Watts Street +» Oakland, Calif. 
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Cleveland, Ohio — Factory bldg. occupied by 
Cleveland Bank & Wool Co. and H. & R. Ma. 
chine Tool Co. damaged. 

Jonesboro, Ark.—Substation at Walnut Ridge oj 
Craighead Rural Electric Cooperative Corp 
destroyed. Lightning. 

Princeton, Ind.—Princeton Theatre, popcorn shop, 
confectionery, destroyed. Furniture store dam. 
aged. 

Clinton, Mich.—Barn on farm of Charles Carle. 
ton, three miles northwest, destroyed. 

Lincoln, Mich.—Lost Lake Woods Club dam. 
aged 

St. Cloud, Minn.—George Miller Granite Co. de. 
stroyed. 

St. Louis, Mo.—-Park Plaza Hotel damaged. 

McMinnville, Tenn.—Bernard Negro High School 
destroyed. 

Tacoma, Wash.—-Douglas Fir Plywood Assn, 
Laboratory, print shop and furniture store, dam 
aged 

North Little Rock, Ark. -—- Gardner Memorial 
Methodist Church destroyed. 


| Chicago, Ill-—-New Warner Hotel damaged. 


Mt. Carroll, Ill—-Two business bldgs., occupied 
by Rummel grocery store, Bricker drug store: 
Mt. Carroll Natl. Bank bldg. offices and Admas 
dry goods store, damaged. 

St. Louis, Mo.— United Lumber Co.’s yards, 
Brentwood, St. Louis County, damaged. 


| Lancaster, Pa.—Box car of merchandise on local 


siding destroyed. Hot box. 

San Antonio, Tex. —- Texas Trunk Co. factory 
damaged. Bulb fell into barrel of lacquer. 
Salt Lake City, Utah—South East Furniture Co 

damaged. 

Lancaster, S. C.—Mfg. plt. of International Min 
eral & Chemical Corp., damaged. 

Bridgeport, Conn.—United States Rubber Bldg 
destroyed. 

Walla Walla, Wash.—Morris Grain Co. damaged. 

Utica, N. Y¥.—Whse. of Charles Miller & Sons, 
downtown section, destroyed. Three other 
bldgs. damaged. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Copra Oil & Meal Co., Ltd. 
processing plt., destroyed. Pebble in copra go- 
ing through grinding mill struck steel spark. 

Tijuana, Cal.—Three business bldgs., destroyed. 

Cleveland, Ohio——A. W. Hinchcliff Lumber Co 
damaged 

Toledo, Ohio—-Hudson Furniture Co. store dam 
aged. 

Waco, Tex. Community Center occupied by 
theatre, grocery store, cleaning and pressing 
shop, pharmacy, barber shop, destroyed. 


| Fairbanks, Alaska —International Hotel destroyed. 


~ 


Montreal, Que.—-Pit. of Ararat Rug Cleaning Co 
damaged 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Bldg., 534 S. Spring Street, 
occupied by gymnasium, hat works, cafe, dry 
cleaning shop, watchmaker and tailor shop, 
damaged. 

Chicago, Ill._-Arcadia Gardens roller skating rink 
damaged. Overheated ventilator fan. 

Menominee, Mich.—Roundhouse owned by Mil 
waukee Road, occupied by Marathon Corp., 
destroyed. Spontaneous ignition. 

Tucson, Ariz.—Southwest Wholesale Grocery Co 
whse. destroyed. 

Jesup, Ga.—Local pit. of Columbia Naval Stores 
Co. damaged. 

Mokelumne Hill, Cal. — Main block and four 
bldgs. in center of town, destroyed. 

Rockville, Ind.—-Furniture store and adj. busi- 
ness bldg., downtown section, damaged. Fire 
started in pile of mattresses. 

St. Louis, Mo.—Barn of Champ Dairy Farm in 
St. Louis County, destroyed. 

Albuquerque, N. M.-——Tie treating plt. of Santa 
*e Railway, south, damaged. Gallons of gas in 
tank explosion. 

Omaha, Neb.—Whse. and office bldg. of Massey- 
Harris Farm Implement Co. destroyed. 

Lima, Ohio—Hume Equity Exchange Elevator, 
ten miles southwest, destroyed. 

Oakland, Cal—Aluminum & Brass Casting Co. 
pit. damaged. 

Rosholt, S. D. — Farmers Cooperative elevator, 
feed mill and adj. coal sheds, destroyed. 

Burley, Ida.—Burley Flour Mills destroyed. 

Rockford, II. Mattison Foundry and Pattern 
Works destroyed. 

Bay City, Mich.—Oil derrick, one-half mile north 
of Kawkawlin, owned by L. C. MacGregor, 
destroyed. 


| Euclid, Ohio—Central dining-room of Smith’s bar- 





becue restaurant, damaged. 

Lubock, Tex.—Whses. and grain-filled elevators 
of Standard Milling Co. destroyed. 

Wenatchee, Wash. -—- Montgomery Ward store, 
Dallam Furniture, J. D. Hamilton Fruit Co. 
whse., destroyed. 

Morgantown, W. Va.—Bldg. of Morgantown or- 
dinance works, destroyed. 

Memphis, Tenn. — White Swan Laundry de- 
stroyed. 

Portland, Ore.—Gilbert Bros. furniture Co. dam- 
aged. 

Baker, Ohic.—Oregon Lumber Co. machine shop 
destroyed. 

Toledo, Ohio—Whse. of Ralston Purina Co., 
damaged. Spontaneous ignition. 

Jackson, Mich.—Jackson City Club Bldg., oc- 
cupied by business houses, destroyed. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Bldg. occupied by gymnasium, 
hat work, cafe, dry cleaning establishment, 
watch repair shop and tailor shop. 
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| TO LEARN THIS ABOUT MODERN 
=| PROTECTION FOR YOUR PLANT 





hop, 
rink 

Mil For instance: valuable records, tracings in vaults or warehouses 

Os in isolated, seldom visited spaces could be the starting points for 

ores not readily discovered fires that quickly spread and destroy the 

— works. Such spaces should be protected against fire with the new 

Fir C-O-Two smoke detecting equipment combined with the famous 

* C-O-Two pressure operated fire extinguishing system. To quickly 

be detect and extinguish fires in modern plants, C-O-Two now offers 

a this new, modern, fast-action detection with non-damaging, non- . 
Ca conducting carbon dioxide gas for extinguishing. Without obli- 

tor, gation C-O-Two engineers will confer with you about modern 

ern fire protection for your plant. Write us for information today. 

on C-0-Two Detects Smoke — Kills Fire 

var Saves Lives and Property. It’s Modern 





> | C-0-TWO FIRE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 


“ NEWARK 1 NEW JERSEY 


7 AFFILIATED WITH PYRENE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


m 


nt, Sales and Service in the Principal Cities of United States and Canada 
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Echoes of the War 


By Roi B. Woolley 








Rioters Set Fires in India 


August riots in Calcutta and other 
India localities resulted in widespread 
fire-setting, with many fatalities. 

In the Bengal village of Bhowanipur, 
150 screaming men, women and children 


were burned alive in a monstrous bon- 
fire. Thousands of decomposed dead 
lay in the streets. Military police and 
rescue parties wore masks in removing 
the remains. Bodies were thrown into 


rivers and down sewers. 
In Calcutta fires set by 
heart of the 


mobs in the 
British commercial district 


resulted in destruction of property, and 


looting. Two factories in the Howrah 
section were set afire and along the 
Hooghly River an estimated fifty boats 


said to belong to Hindus were burned. 
* 7 * 


Ball of Fire Falls on Baltimore 


Newspapers in August reported that 
for the third time in a week a mysteri- 
ous “ball of fire” suspended from a 
parachute fell on Baltimore. This re- 
port quoted Chief Thomas Hagerty of 
the Baltimore Fire Department arson 
squad as authenticating the report. 

Hagerty said the third “ball of fire” 
fell into the harbor near a paint plant, 
and witnesses said it burned furiously 
for several minutes. Persons who saw 
the flare said “it looked like a mag- 
nesium bomb.” 








Built to exacting requirements—to fire 
department specifications. . . . Designed 
to stand up under the hard usage and 
difficult conditions a Fire Department 
Portable has to meet! In service with 
leading fire departments, these rugged 
1500 watt Units have proved themselves 
capable of meeting every emergency. 


430 Nebraska Street 





HEC TRICITY WHEN You want it 


Larger and smaller sizes available. 


UNITED STATES MOTORS CORPORATION 


Distributed by: 





WHERE You want it 





Dependable. Quick-starting 4-cycle en- 


gine. Positive lubrication. 


Start if and forget it! Automatic 
voltage regulation under all loads. No 
adjusting ary. No fussing to mix 
gasoline and oil. 





Compact. An easy load for two men. 
Write for further information. 


Oshkosh, Wisconsin 


Hanover, 
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Ocean Got Deadly Dust 


An Army tug was loaded with a one. 
ton iron box of fine dust, reported po. 
tentially far more deadly than dynamite, 
and took the hazardous stuff out into 
the Atlantic Ocean where it was 
dumped for safety’s sake. 

The dust was radio-active beryllium, 
which was used four years ago in atom 
bomb work by the Bio-Chemical Foun. 
dation, Newark, Del., to develop means 
to reduce hazards in workine with 
atomic power. 

~ * 


Guided Missiles—Atomic Warheads 


The daily news columns, if nothing 
else, provide convincing proof that the 
war may be over but preparation for 
another is going apace. 

Latest disturbing information (to fire. 
men, at least who still remember the 
lessons of the Blitz) is the statement 
by army officials that drones B17—un- 
manned aircraft—which flew from Hilo 
Hawaii to Muroc Army Air Base, Calif, 
are the forerunner of accurate, long- 
range attacks by guided missiles armed 
with atomic warheads. 

Brig. Gen. William L. Richardson, 
chief of the Army Air Forces, guided 
missiles division, said the unprecedented 
radio-piloted flight proved Air Forces 
could have struck a target 2,500 or more 
miles range with any conventional bomb- 
er, unmanned, and added: “The atom 


, bomb to us is a warhead. We fully ex- 


pect some day to have larger cquided 
missiles with atomic warheads. 
+ — — 


Fatal Blast Felt Thirty Miles 


Three men were killed instantly, their 
bodies being distintegrated, when nitro- 
glycerin demolished a building of the 
Austin Power Company, five miles east 
of McArthur, Ohio. Several employees 
received minor injuries. 

The men were working in the plant’s 
“jelly house” when the _ nitroglycerin 
exploded. According to Vinton County 
Deputy Sheriff Frank Wallar, the men 
were converting the explosive from its 
natural liquid to less dangerous jelly 
form. Buildings trembled at Coshocton 
and Logan about thirty miles from the 
plant. 

* * cad 


New Kaiser Explosive Blows Up 


In another explosion, at the Henry J. 
Kaiser magnesium and cement plant 
near Los Altos, Calif., a new chemical 
explosive which a company spokesman 
said was being developed for industrial 
use killed a laboratory technician when 
she was blown 100 feet. Three other 
persons were injured. 

There were four explosions, 
it was said, 
away. 


} in all, 
shaking towns ten miles 


:- * 
Leaking Mustard Gas a Threat 


Officers at the U. S. Army’s Edge- 
wood Arsenal Chemical Warfare Service 
said that the crewless Liberty ship 
Francis Lee, containing 600 tons of 
leaking mustard gas, would be moored 
about eight miles from Edgewood, Md., 
in the mouth of Bush River, Chesapeake 
ay. The area is uninhabited and an 
arsenal spokesman said that fumes from 
the ship would be dissipated before 
they could reach any inhabited areas. 

A civilian and military crew was to 
unload the ship, transferring the gas 
containers to lighters, brought to shore, 
and removed by trucks to a point on the 
arsenal and burned. Men will wear pro- 
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tective clothing, gloves and masks, de- 
veloped by the C.W.S. and crews were 
to operate in thirty-minute shifts. The 
gas was part of a larger shipment from 
Germany, and was being unloaded at 
Mobile, Ala., for “study and analysis” 
when some containers began leaking. 
Several workmen were burned. No fire 
resulted, it is said, however. 
2 © 


Fatal Los Alamos Blast 


One man died and two others were 
seriously injured from effects of a pre- 
mature explosion of pyrotechnic chemi- 
cals at the Los Alamos atomic bomb 
project August 3. 

The victim, a Brooklyn youth, suf- 
fered fatal burns and eye injuries when 
a smoke smudge pot, which was being 
prepared to aid in the study of air cur- 
rents, exploded. Security officials, how- 
ever, said no fissionable material or 
radiation was involved. The two other 
young technicians suffered eye injuries, 
compound fractures, burns and cuts. 

A fourth man was knocked down 200 
yards away by the force of the blast 
but was able to give aid to the injured. 

* . * 


Dog Lost in ‘44 Blast Returns 


Tarzan, a Norwegian elkhound, who 
disappeared and_ was believed dead in 
the East Ohio Gas Company explosion 


which killed more than 100 persons 
October 20, 1944, returned home to 
Cleveland, August 10. 


A Geauga County farmer picked up 
the dog the day before and traced him 
to his owner, Mrs. Nola Resse, through 
the 1944 dog license he was still wear- 
ing. Tarzan was pretty seedy and 
shaggy looking but managed to lick the 
hand of his former mistress. 

~ 7 * 


Hot Off the News Ticker 


The Normandie, former French liner, 
which was taken over by the United 
States for use as a transport but sub- 
sequently burned in one of New York’s 
most spectacular fires, is to be broken 
up for scrap, according to the U. S. 
Maritime Commission. . Fire in a 
stack of 20,000 white phosphorous 
bombs near Provo, S. D., due to un- 
known causes, was brought under con- 
trol after giving “all hands” a nerve- 
wracking battle. The bombs were stored 
at the Igloo Army ordnance depot... . 
About 100,000 pounds of TNT, unfit for 
use, was burfied in small fires over a 
five acre lot at the Kankakee ordnance 
works near Chicago. ... A 10-ton bomb 
dropped by a B-29 Super Fortress 
Pierced the 22-ft. thick concrete and 
steel roof of the world’s largest sub- 
marine assembly plant at the port of 
Farge on the River Weser, Germany. 
The feat was accomplished after seven 
months of a flights by Amer- 
ican and British planes based in Eng- 
land with an armor piercing bomb re- 
leased from a height of 30,000 ft... . 
A soldier and two sailors were hurt 
fighting a fire of undetermined origin at 
Camp Kilmer, N. J. in July... . A two- 
alarm fire destroyed two salvage plants 
in Jersey City, N. J. Damage was not 
disclosed. . . . Fire destroyed most of 
the building of the American-owned 
Shanghai Evening Post and Mercury. 
American soldiers stationed at U. S. 
Army headquarters across the street 
saved several Chinese, who were trapped 
on the second floor by using a tarpaulin 
as a life net... . 











LONGER 
HOSE LIFE 
PROVED BY 
‘BOMB 
TEST 


A EUREKA FIRE HOSE linings undergo the Oxygen Bomb 
Test. This proves scientifically the aging qualities of the 














hose lining, makes sure it will remain resilient, uncracked and 


smooth, and therefore give longer, more efficient service. 


Other Eureka advantages include Smooth Interior Filler 
Ply for maximum nozzle pressure, Mildew Proofing with 
“Formula X”, Balanced Weave and Controlled Curing to 
eliminate excessive stretching 


and warping. 








“For greater protection to lifeand property” 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Division of United States Rubber Company 
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Fire Protection Institute Formed 


The formation of the Fire Protection 
Institute, which will maintain executive 
and research offices at 670 Fifth Avenue, 
to stress the increase in public knowledge 
of fire control and fire prevention meth- 
ods was announced following a meeting 
of the Board of Directors of the 
Extinguisher Manufacturers Association 
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel recently. 

The objectives of the Institute will be 
threefold and will be headed by a wide- 
spread program of education designed to 
co-ordinate and sponsor studies in the 
field of fire protection and in the safety 
of life and property. Among the aims of 
this program will be the granting of a 
number of scholarships to students at 
leading universities and engineering 


Fire ~ 


schools who wish to specialize in the 
study of fire prevention methods. 

Another phase of the Institute’s pro- 
gram will be the collection and distribu- 
tion of information on methods and 
means of protecting life and property 
from fire losses. 

The_third point of their program will 
include co-operation with all nationally 
recognized fire protection laboratories 
and groups working in the fire prevention 
field. 

Acting as spokesman for the group 
was George H. Boucher, president of 
the Institute. 

Other officers of the Institute include 
Paul Eberhardt, vice-president; R. Ken- 
nedy Hanson, treasurer, and Arthur 
Hall, secretary. 

In outlining the public education pro- 
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emphasis will be placed on ¢o. 
operation with three distinct groups as 
follows: 

Industry: National Fire Protection 
Association, Underwriters Laboratories, 
Inc., National Board of Fire Underwrit. 
ers, International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, Factory Insurance Association, 
United States Bureau of Standards, 
Army and Navy Testing Laboratories 
and the Fire Waste Council of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce. 

Public groups: Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, 4-H Clubs, Agricultural Exten- 
sion Agents, local Chambers of Com- 
merce, local School Boards, Women’s 
Clubs, United States Office of Education, 
National Education Association, the Na- 
tional Grange, Farm Bureau Federation 
of America, Parent-Teacher’s Associa- 
tions and universities and colleges. 

Trade groups: National Retail Furni- 
ture Association, National Retail Dry 
Good's Association, American Automo- 
bile Association, American Hotel Asso- 
ciation, labor and management groups, 
Real Estate Boards, National Industrial 
Conference Board, the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers and the American 
Petroleum Institute. 

Every type of media will be used in 
the campaign including press, radio, mo- 
tion pictures and television. Traveling 
exhibits and demonstrations will be util- 
ized as well as groups of well informed 
speakers. 

In addition the Institute will conduct 
a continuous program of research to im- 
prove techniques of fire protection and a 
program of clinics will be developed to 
aid in the dissemination of new methods 
which are developed in the laboratories. 

“The need for such an educational 
campaign as planned by the Institute 
cannot be stressed too much,” Mr. 
Boucher said. “According to the Un- 
derwriters Laboratories, Inc., fifteen per 
cent of fires upon which alarms have 
been sounded are extinguished before the 
arrival of fire department equipment. 
Sixty per cent of all fires on which 
alarms are sounded are extinguished 
with hand fire appliances. If the public 
is better informed on how to safely and 
properly control a fire before the arrival 
of fire department equipment then our 
tragic loss of life and property each year 


‘because of fires can be lessened.” 





Naval Air Station Has Good 
Fire Record 


Fire prevention pays off, in govern- 
ment as well as private fields, as shown 
by the annual report of the Quonset, 


R. I., Naval Air Station Fire Depart- 
ment just published in the Station’s 
journal “Quonset Sccut.” 


Fire Chief Frank W. 
former chief of the Providence Fire 
Department and later, Rhode Island 
Fire Marshal, who has commanded the 
NAS fire forces for six years, reveals 
total losses for the fiscal year, ending 
June 30, were only $500 (which re- 
sulted from a fire in barracks occupied 
by Waves) as against 1944 fire losses 
of approximately $1,800. 

Low losses are attributed by Chief 
Charlesworth largely to educational fire 
prevention programs and constant in- 
spections of all buildings on the station 
for fire hazards. The NAS Fire Depart- 
ment is well equipped and manned and 
housed in its own six-door fire house. 
The communication system is modeled 
after most modern telegraph signal 
types. 


Charlesworth, 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 











for SEPT! 


Ex-Ch 


John 
mission 
first me 
tory of 
ment, ¢ 
Hospit: 
months 

Chie’ 
and di: 
formed 
period 
the his 


and 

reco 
alwz 
and 

to 3 
mer 
pra 


mo 
gin 
ent 
as ; 
sev 
wa 
pla 
liet 










































ERING for SEPTEMBER, 1946 711 
nn Co. i * 2 
sas | || Persons in the News | 
ection — 
twat | Ex-Chief J. J. McElligott Dead 
Fire John J. McElligott, former Fire Com- 
ation, missioner and Chief of Department, the 
dards, frst man to hold both posts in the his- 
tories tory of the New York City Fire Depart- 
nited ment, died September 6 in Saint Clare’s 
P Hospital, New York City after a two 
Gir! months’ illness. He was 62 years of age. 
‘Xten- Chief McElligott served with honor 
Com- and distinction in all ranks of the Uni- 
men’s formed Force of the Department for a 
ation, period of thirty-five years, living up to 
> Na- the highest traditions of the fire service 
ation 
-OCia- 
urni- 
Dry 
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\ sso- 
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d in 
mo- 
‘ling 
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luct 
im- 
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i to | 
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nal J. J. McElligott 
ute , : 
Mr. and leaving behind him an oustanding . , . 
In- record for ability and efficiency. He was | a pre ye ee hg — 
per always eager to improve fire fighting | ~ - o —r pla & 
ive and prevention methods and was prompt | wp yes 4 a Ne The . ~a 
the to adopt the latest scientific improve- | os tel wheres: Jetives, : 
nt. ments when assured of their value by - og at ol ioe al. . 
ich practical demonstrations. either SP agi ate Gem _— 
ed Chief McElligott was born in Ver- | 
lic montville, N. Y., in 1884. He studied en- | 
nd gineering at Syracuse University before | 
ral entering the New York Fire Department | 
ur as a rookie in 1905. For the next twenty- 
ar seven years, his rise through the ranks | 


was steady and at times brilliant. He 
placed high on the promotion lists for 
d lieutenant (1913), captain (1914), bat- 
talian chief (1922), deputy chief (1925) 
and assistant chief (in 1930) and, in 







n- 1932, he won the highest mark for the | 
n examination for Chief of Department, ° 
t, to succeed Chief John Kenlon upon the | ; 
, ‘ | \ 
t- latter’s retirement. Send f 
" r , or catalog tell- 
’s In 1934, Mayor LaGuardia combined ing all about INDIAN 
the offices of chief and commissioner | FIRE PUMPS and | 
’ awarding Chief McElligott the post. He | containing copies of | 
-cupie is iti il 19 hen Bi 
€ occupied this position until 1 41, w n | fire dept. testimo- J} 
d he retired from the department with his | nials. To round out 
e assistant chief, George McKenna and your equipment you jm 
s other officers of his regime. Soon after, need an ample sup- as 
g he accepted a position as fire prevention | ply of these fumeus w 
and safety consultant of the New York extinguishers. Once . 
d Yard of the Todd Shipyards Corpora- used you will never 
S tion. ; be without them. 
As a captain he was the commander of 
7 > » *s irs -scue Cc any, 
I the department first re ecuc arn i Yes, sir, in an INDIAN FIRE PUMP you really have the all-'round fire fighter that saves time and money. 
p and in charge of the marine fleet he par- How is your supply? Now is the time to order. Let us send our catalog and copies of testimonials from fire 
F ticipated in many of the city’s largest departments all over the country. Write us today! 
’ waterfront fires, including the famous D. B. SMITH & CO 406 Main Steet Utica, N. Y. 
Cunard Pier blaze. He was in charge at PACIFIC COAST AGENTS 
unard Pier blaze. arge ¢ HERCULES EQUIP. & RUBBER CO. FRED E. BARNETT Co. FRED E. BARNETT Co. 
i the Lincoln Arcade catastrophe in 1931 435 Brannan St., San Francisco, Cal. 2005 S.E. 8th Ave., Portland, Ore. Broadway & Harris St., Eureka, Cal. 
| | sid . he rely sed “double- MILL & MINE SUPPLY CO. FRED E. BARNETT CO. ROY G. DAVIS CO. 
when re sent in 340 te y-use ou 50 2700 4th Ave. So., Seattle, Wash. 600 Spring St., Klamath Falls, Ore. 617 E. 3rd St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
nines” bringing 340 firemen and over 5 CANADIAN AGENTS 
Ba ante > “ene BINGHAM & HOBBS EQUIP. CO., LTD. DUKE EQUIPMENT CoO. 
fire companies to the scene. 395 W. 5th Ave., Vancouver, B. C. 297 Duke St., Montreal 





Chief McElligott was active in plan- 
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ning ior the war he felt sure would 
eventuate, and among other precaution- 
ary measures he developed the city’s 
mutual aid and disaster plan which 
functioned during the strike emergen- 
cies of this year. His pamphlet on that 
disaster plan was issued by the Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs, of 
which he was an active member 
Surviving are his wife, two sons and a 
married daughter. He was buried with 
full fire department honors. The funeral 
escort consisted of a regiment of three 
battalions of four companies’ each, 
headed by Fire Commissioner Frank J. 
Quayle and the deputy commissioners, 


the Acting Chief of Department, Frank 
Murphy together with numerous depart- 
ment officials and members of the ranks 
Requiem 


High Mass was held at St. 


OPERATE TOOLS, PUMPS, 
BLOWERS, LIGHTS WITH 
ONAN POWER PLANTS 


Ready forinstant use, compact, light- 
weight Onan Electric Plants provide 
dependable power when you need it 
and where you need it. Can be easily 
carried into trouble areas. Fit into 
small space for truck installations. 

High-tension ignition provides a 
hot spark for easy starting. 

Four Twistlock receptacles permit 
direct plug-in of lights and motor- 
driven tools. Guarded pilot light gives 
ample illumination for operating. 

Onan plants for fire-department 
applications are available in ca- 
pacities from 350 to 4000 watts, 
powered by one and two-cylinder, 
4-cycle air-cooled engines. 


J 
ONAN ELECTRIC PLANTS are available 
in many sizes and models. ALTERNATING 
URRENT: 350 to 35,000 watts in all stand- 
ard voltages and frequencies. DIRECT CUR- 
RENT: 600 to 10,000 watts, 115 and 230 volts. 
BATTERY CHARGERS: 500 to 3,500 watts; 
6, 12, 24, 32 volts. 
Plant shown is Model 15 DL-14, 
1500 Watts, 115-Volt D. C. 


D. W. ONAN & SONS 


4516 Rey Ave., Mi lis 5, Minn. 
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Patrick’s Cathedral. Interment was Gates 
of Heaven Cementery, Hawthorne, N. Y. 


Chief Frank Shaw Dies 


Frank D. Shaw, 63, for twenty years 
Chief of the Greensboro, N. C., Fire 
Department and a member of that or- 
ganization since 1907, died after a four- 
day illness. He had been ailing for two 
years. 

Chief Shaw was made head of the de- 
partment in 1926 and was affectionately 
known to his friends and associates as 
“Sparky”. In eulogistic praise of him, 
a local paper says “It was largely be- 
cause of the leadership of Chief Shaw 
that the department attained and main- 
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tained its efficiency, reflected in Greens. 
boro’s commendable fire record.” 

Chief Shaw is survived by his wife 
and four’ brothers. 





Chief John L. Rourke Retires 


John L. Rourke, chief of the Detroit, 
Mich., Fire Department retired on July 
15. A dinner in his honor was held by 
over 400 of his friends in the Turners 





Chief John L. Rourke 


| Hall in Detroit on June 26th. It was 
|attended by city dignitaries and leaders 
|from civic bodies, as well as a host of 
friends in and out of the fire depart- 
ment. 

He received many gifts from various 
| organizations to express their apprecia- 
| tion of his many years of faithful ser- 
vice to the city of Detroit. 

Chief Rourke entered the fire service 
Sept. 26, 1910, was made Lieutenant on 
| Dec. 16, 1921, and promoted to Captain 
July 1, 1926. He was made a Battalion 
| Chief April 1, 1938, promoted to Asst. 
Chief on July 1, 1942. He was made 
Chief of Department Oct. 9, 1944. Chief 
, Rourke’s official retirement date was 
July 15, 1946—Max O. Ler. 


| Higby New Detroit Chief 


| Ninian Higby was appointed by the 
| Detroit Fire Commission in July to 
|head that city’s fire department. At 
| fifty-three, he is reputedly the youngest 
| man to receive the appointment as chief 
|of the organization now numbering 
| some 1,400 fire-fighters. 

The new chief joined the fire depart- 
|ment in 3913. He was promoted to 
lieutenant in 1924, to captain in 1928, 
was made battalion chief in 1939 and 
assistant chief in 1944. 


_Fire Chief Thomas Louis Coyle, head 
of the Paterson, N. J., Fire Department 
| since 1912, retired on his 34th anniver- 
| sary as chief and nearing completion of 
his 42nd year as fireman. 
_ Chief Coyle, who contemplated clos- 
ing his career as chief some years ago, 
| continued in office because of the war 
| emergency, at the request of the city. 

The chief was born in Jersey City, 
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N. J., April 9, 1877, but has resided in 
Paterson since infancy. In his younger 
days he was active in athletics. He first 
worked as a plumber and a weaver. He 
joined the fire department as an extra in 
January, 1904, and was appointed to 
permanent post in February of that 
year, following an accident in which a 
fellow fireman was fatally injured, 
creating a vacancy. 

He was the last man to be appointed 
as first-grade fireman; thereafter the 
rule was instituted requiring firemen to 
serve three years before attaining that 
rating. He served in Engine Co.’s 7 and 
6 and Truck Co. 2. He was made a 
lieutenant in August, 1908, assigned to 
Engine Co. 1 and in 1910 to the new 
Engine Co. 10. 

Succeeding Chief John Stagg, he was 
_ Chief of department July 1, 
1912. 


During his tenure in office Chief 
Coyle witnessed many radical changes 
in the fire service, and in his own de- 
partment. He has never relaxed his 
keen interest in the science of fire con- 
trol and fire prevention and attended 
New York City’s Fire College in 1908. 
He has made frequent visits to that city 
to keep abreast of developments. 


Chief F. L. Campion Retires 


Chieti F. L. Campion of the Fargo, 
N. D., Fire Department has retired after 
rounding out forty-two years service. 

The Chief spent most of his boyhood 














Chief F. L. Campion 
(From an Early Photo) 


at Albert Lea, Minn., and in Moorhead, 
Minn., moving there in 1899. When the 
paid department was organized in Fargo, 
he moved to that city and entered the 
fire service. He became Assistant Chief 
hg and was appointed Chief in May, 

35 

Fred J. Wells, who has been a mem- 
ber of the fire department since 1930 and 
who recently returned from service in 
the Navy, has been named Chief. 


New Jackson Chief 
Harold Crawford, assistant fire chief, 
was appointed chief of the Jackson, 
Mich. Fire Department to fill the 
Vacancy caused by the death of Chief 


Harold Bell. Chief Ray Howard, fire 
inspector, has been appointed to the 
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OREN FIRE APPARATUS CO. 


ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 
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IN ALL PUMP CAPACITIES 200 THRU 750 .G.P.M. 
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SAVE 20% co 2 ExTINGUISsHERS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY While They Last 


We have a limited quantity of these war surplus CO2 fire extinguishers which 
are in excellent condition. We have handled representative fire equipment for years 
and have the facilities for reconditioning and inspection. We recommend these 
without reservation. We can also supply all types of new extinguishers and hose. 


























_— yPRESENT OUR PRICE 

_ ORDER 20 Lb. Portable ... $54.00 | $43.20 

DIRECT Running bd. bracket . $5.75 | $4.60 

FROM DELIVERED PREPAID ANYWHERE IN U.S.A. 
THIS TERMS: 3% DISCOUNT CASH WITH ORDER OR C.0.D. SHIP- 
MENT. NET 30 DAYS. 
AD SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY REFUNDED. 
Fast and MEETS REQUIREMENTS FOR INSURANCE CREDITS. 
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Cornwall a Collector 
Ray A. Cornwall, president of the 
Welder’s Service Co., and widely 
known fire “conventioneer” is consider- 
able of a collector, it is disclosed in the 
Pittsburgh Press. Besides a collection 
of fire chiefs’ badges from all over the 
country, Ray has guns, model ships and 
swords. But his most prized collection 
consists of model railroad engines, this 
‘atest craze dating back only two years, 
during which time he has amassed an 
enviable assortment of collector’s items. 


Retirements 

Deputy Fire Chief John Murphy, who 
is 72, has retired from the Brockton, 
Mass., Fire Department. Chief Murphy 
was appointed a fireman in 1902. 


Fire Chief Herman E. Gutheim, who 
has headed the Cambridge, Mass., Fire 
Department for many years, is expected 
to retire in December of this year, it has 
been announced by City Manager John 
B. Atkinson, who has requested the 
Civil Service Commission to hold ex- 
aminations for chief, denuty chief, 
captain and lieutenant. It is said ex- 
aminations for the chief's position will 


be limited to four deputy chiefs: John 
J. Collins, Charles F. O’Connor, Joseph 
H. Caldwell and George L. Church. 





™ 


: Somes, 
Elbridge, 


ae 


retiring chief of the 
Fire Department was 


tendered a testimonal dinner June 11, 
1946. 

F. A, Taylor, Chief of the Colorado 
Springs, Colo., Fire Department and 
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eye for utmost efficiency and long life. 
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former vice-president of the Missouri 
Valley Association of Fire Chiefs, jg 
reported to have resigned his Position 
as chief and moved to California. 


Thomas E. Ry an, 23rd Battalion, 
New York Fire Department retired in 
August after thirty-nine years’ service, 


Harold McGary has retired as Chief 
of the Norwalk, Wis., Fire Department 
due to ill health. 


Elections and Promotions 

Peter J. Daly, for many years a 
member and officer in the Toledo Fire 
Department was recently advanced to 
the post of Chief of Department to fil] 
the vacancy caused by the retirement of 
Chief Fred Schlorff. 

Russell Emerson, Assistant Chief of 
the Monroe, Mich., Fire Department 
since 1932 and a member of the depart- 
ment for over twenty-two years, was 
appointed chief in July. He succeeds 
Edmund Dubois who retired on pension 
in June. 


George Harper was named Chief of 
the Putnam, Conn., Fire Department to 
succeed Charles F. Donahue. 


Robert White, a former member of 
the local police department, took up his 


duties as Chief of the Frankfort, Ky., 
Fire Department, July 1, following the 
retirement of John Peveler, former 


head of the department. 


Alfred J. Kettner, a 
of the Rahway, N. J., Fire Department 
has been made assistant chief of the 
Fort Monmouth fire department with 
seven pieces of apparatus under his 
command. 


former member 


Captain Harold 


Shippey has _ been 
made Chief of 


the Westport, Conn., 
Fire Department. He succeeds the late 
Frank L. Dennert who died of burns 
received in a truck fire and explosion 
on May 2. He has been acting chief of 
the.department since the accident. He 
was named to the department in 1932 
and was appointed captain in 1944. 


August Kaiser, of Halesite, L. I.. was 
elected president of the Fire Chief's 
Council of the Township of Huntington, 
L. I. William Gardner of Greenlawn 
was elected vice president. 








Henry Schrage of Waterloo, Ia., was 
elected president of the Lowa Associa- 


tion of Fire Fighters at the Associa- 
tion’s recent convention in Burlington, 
Ta. 

Edward Boresen, Concord, Mass., 


has accepted the post of Chief of the 
Fire Department at Santo Maria Air- 
port in the Azores, off the Coast of 
Spain. The salary pays $6,000 yearly. 
Borensen served for many months in 
the Bedford, Mass., Army Air Base 
Fire Department. 


Edward Gall, captain in the Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., Fire Department has 
been appointed Deputy Chief of depart- 
ment, pending later examinations for 
permanent position. 
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Altamount, 
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Sour; Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemen’s 
Ss, is Association at its Beacon, N. Y., con- 
sition ference 


Super-Powered Portable 


alion Gilbert Malek, formerly chief of the 


od in re prevention bureau, Minot, N. D., ELECTRIC MEGAPHONE 
vice. was appointed fire chief to take effect 


August 1, 1946. 





Chief 
ment Jack Gizzette has been elected chief 
of the Carlstadt, N. J., Fire Depart- | 
ment. 












Saves Lives! 
nil a | Controls Panic! 


Fire Roy Green was appointed: fire chief | 
f ‘raverse City Fire Department ° 
d to f the [raverse Cit) D C 
o fill by City Manager C. A. Miller. He has irects row s! 
nt of been a fireman for twelve years. 


[The appointment of Carleton Vander- 
hoof as chief of the Mt. Arlington, 








r S N. J. Fire Department was confirmed 
= by the Borough Council in July. | 
part- ? ai%. 7 
call The new chief of the Raceland, Ohio 
— Fire Department is Dr. Clark Stout. 
1810n nee ; | 
Ralph K. Reardon has been appointed | 
: acting as fire marshal of Wilmette, IIL, : 
‘t of following the retirement of Walter H. ee in 2 
it to Bibble, which took place on May lI, | trapP from CHICAGO 1946 
1946, Friday, J¥" a 
r of 
» his Henry C. Schrage, Waterloo fireman, ) a ‘ 
Ky,, was elected president of the Iowa Asso- | Amplifies the Human Voice 
the ciation of Fire Fighters at the Associa- | 
rmer tion’s state convention June 6, in Burl- | 
ington, Ia. Bayard Lodden, Ames, Ia., | PROJECTS 
was chosen first vice-president and 
nber Arnold Schanke, second vice-president. CLEAR SPEECH 
nent ———- - 








the Fire Chief Sam Long, since 1932 1 
with head of the Ames, Ia., Fire Department, | UP T0 = MILE 
his was elected president of the Iowa Fire § 2 


Chief's Association in May, 1946. Fire | 


4 


Completely portable! Carries its own power! No 














Chief William B. Walter, McGregor, Indispensable as standard equip- wiring, no stringing a gp we eyo 
veal la., was named vice-president. Chiet | ment for fighting fires and = ee for instant use bgp ete saan 
ae Harold Nelson of Clinton, Ia., was | ing orderly dispersal of crow s. cat le, press trigger switch... rate . 
late elected secretary-treasurer. Fire chiefs can direct operations voice is projected clearly and distinctly to a dis- 
urns ei F of men on ladders or roofs, warn tance of one-half mile and more. Weighs only 
sion [. S. Murdock, formerly captain in them of impending dangers, speak 11 pounds. Operates efficiently rain or shine. 
£ of the Portland, Maine, Fire Department, | to and advise people who through —Sturdily constructed. Simple to operate. Fire de- 
He has been advanced to District Chief. | lack of direction are lost or partments will find this Portable Electric Mega- 
1932 ge Murdock has a ene of | trapped. Beams the voice directly phone a valuable addition to their fre-Rghtine 

he department since 1929, : : i tails, NOW! 

Portland is the only city in the state to the desired area, cqhpnen, ap Or SMante OneS . 
was to maintain a training school and drill 
ief’s \ ope ee present sixty-five new men 
ton, all of them ex-service men—are receiv- | 
awn ing instruction. INTERNATIONAL INDUSTRIES, INC. 
' 6525 North Clark Street + Chicago 26, Illinois P 
wes _Howard L. Humes of Ballston Spa, | 
cians ary» was reelected president of the | 
clas Saratoga County Fire Chiefs Associa- 
ton, tion at the annual meeting held at the | 

Jonesville Fire Department. 

_John Craig, State Fire Marshal of 
1SS., Illinois was elected chairman of the fire | 
the marshals’ section of the National Fire | 
\ir- Protection Association at the organiza- | 

of tion’s fiftieth anniversary meeting in | 
rly. Boston. : 
in cami 
ase Honored | 

_Major Harry T. Armington, of | 

Sycamore, IIl., has been awarded the 
- Army Commendation Ribbon for meri- 
has torious service, as Chief, Fire Preven- 
arte tion Branch, Repairs-and Utilities Divi- 
for sion, Office of the Third Service Com- 

ooo Engineer from July, 1942 to May, 

2 ) 
int, gdtalor Aeseenapon. owner of the HOWE Fire Truck Equipment to Meet Every Service 
eg ae oo ie erage 
1 on 
city, entered Army- service in 1942. HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 1402 West 22nd Ss Anderson, 
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“HAHN” tire APPARATUS 


SINCE 1907 


IN THE WORLD * STREAM- 


FINEST 
LINED * 


BALANCED CHASSIS * 


AMPLY POWERED * VERY EFFICIENT 


PUMPS WITH PLENTY 


IN RESERVE 











HAHN MOTORS. Inc. 


HAMBURG, PA. 

















LIFTS WATER 100 FEET 


— | 


165* 











\ 73' 


LIFTING 
WATER j 
73 FEET ~~ 


/, 
208 GPM for Fire Fighting 7 “/’/ 


The Darley Hi-Lift is a turbine- 
driven centrifugal pump, not to be 
confused with Fire Department jet 
devices now on the market. 

Competitive tests prove Hi-Lift 
superiority for volume and lift. 

Before you buy check and compare 
VOLUME. 

MAKE YOUR OWN TESTS 

REQUEST A HI-LIFT 

FOR 30-DAY FREE TRIAL 


WRITE TODAY FOR ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR 


W. S. DARLEY & CO. 


ESTABLISHED 1908 


HI-LIFT SUCTION 
BOOSTER $165 











CHICAGO 172, ILL. 
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Central New York Firemen's 
Association Meets 


The Central New York Firemen’s As. 
sociation held a spirited three-day con- 
vention in the City of Auburn, N. Y, 
beginning July 18. Headquarters were 
the Osborne Hotel. 

Mayor Edward T. Boyle and City 
Manager George F. Train, of Auburn, 
welcomed the delegates. Host at the 
dinner, which followed the opening ses- 
sions, was Lynn Swift. The general 
chairman of the convention was Luke 
J. Bergan, while Capt. Wendell Linne- 
back of Auburn acted as Tournament 
Chief. Donald O’Brien was secretary 
of the convention. 

Business sessions on the 20th at the 
Central High School with convention 
president H. Archer Spencer presiding, 
followed the singing of America, the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag, and the 
traditional memorial services. 

Chief Levi Rodgers, Superintendent 
of the Fireman’s Home, Hudson, N. Y,, 
reported that 131 retired firemen are 
now living at the institute. 

Battalion Chief Lawrence Reilly, of 
Rochester, talked on Fire Prevention 
and Fire Investigation. Seth T. Cole, 
Albany, reported on state legislative 
matters concerning the fire service. 

Saturday, the 20th, was taken up with 
hose and ladder contests and the after- 
noon’s parade in which thirty one fire 
companies and auxiliaries participated, 
with over 3,000 persons in line. Fire 
apparatus dating back 145 years vied 
with equipment only a few weeks old 
for the attention of the crowds of spec- 
tators. The Honorary Marshal of the 
parade was Brig. Gen. Frederick §S. 
Johnston with the following assistant 
marshals: James Lawton, C. A. Dixon, 


/. J. Callaman, Capt. Theo. Busch, 
Fred Offenberg, Robert Thompson, 
Samuel Spain and L. L. Beard, all 


under the direction of Walter S. Marx. 

Directing the contests were: Charles 
Thayer, Norwich, N. Y. official starter; 
Chief Stuart French, Sennett, N. Y. and 
Capt. Limuenbach of Auburn, in charge 
of races. The Judges and Timers were: 
Chiefs Doyle, Auburn and Greene of 
Kendaia; Asst. Chiefs Harger, Syracuse, 
and C. Cirone, Kendaia; Dist. Chief 
Kramer, Syracuse; Ret’d Chief How- 
land, of Poplar Ridge; Captains San- 
ford of Kendaia and Reidy of Auburn, 
and Messrs. Huther, Young and Sleger, 
all of Auburn. 

Skaneateles was selected as the meet- 
ing place for the 1947 convention— 

Jas. R. Jacxson. 


July Fire Losses Up 20°, Over 
Year Ago 


Estimated fire losses in the United 
States during July totalled $40,998,000, 
an increase of 20 per cent over losses of 
$34,054,000 for the same month a year 
ago, it was announced by W. E. Malla- 
lieu, General Manager of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. 

Although July’s losses showed a sea- 
sonal decline of 7 per cent from the 
$44,240,000 loss in June, they set a new 
high record for the month. July losses 
were the highest for a July since the 
National Board began tabulating month- 
ly totals in 1929. Previous July high was 
in 1930 when $34,847,000 was recorded. 

The U. S. Bill for waste by fire since 
January 1 now stands at $338,304,000. 
The seven-month losses are larger than 
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n' recorded losses for any whole calendar 
“ year from 1933 through 1942. They are e @ 
26 per cent higher than the loss of 
As $267,445,000 for the first seven months 
s As- “ 
| f 1945. 
iv m Losses for the 12-month period end- 
- Y. F ing July, 1945, total $526,188,000 as com- WEu i 
“— pared with a total of $444,225,000 for 
( the preceding 12-month ending July, 
, ity 1945, an increase of 18.4 per cent. 
ura, Estimated fire losses are based on 
t the losses reported by member companies 
<a to the National Board, plus an allow- 
_ ce fc sported and uninsured 
Luk ance for unrepor 
inne. | 958¢s- THE DUAL FIRE FIGHTER 
iment . 
ctary | Western Weather's Wild and quickly gets to the water and 
7. 
t the Woolly delivers the water to the fire 
ntion The Denver Fire Department received | 
iding, alarms on the average of one every 2% 
the minutes during a freak storm which When the big truck pumper cannot 
d the rolled down the valley of the South get to a source of water due to ob- 
Platte on July 18th and hovered over A 
ndent town for forty minutes. structions or other reasons. the 
‘. ¥ In that time it had shot thunder-bolts Gorman-Rupp Dual Fire Fighter is 
1 are into twenty residences, knocked out quickly carried to the water by two 
several power lines, shattered trees, men - it weighs only 150 pounds 
y, of wrecked an oven in a local bakery, sent B f = ] faili P 
ntion a woman to the hospital with shock and y means of a simple, never ailing 
Cole, hysteria and deluged the city with a exhaust priming device the pump is 
lative § half inch of rain. ; primed in from 15 to 30 seconds and 
bE During the storm’s forty mihutes, the water starts flowing through the 
with Department answered fourteen calls. bene Mase 
after- The greatest reported damage was a Used § “ . th k 
» fire $3000 attic fire. sed for relaying water to the truc 
vated, Wma. Benner, Jr. pumper it will deliver 175 gallons 
a over a 30 to 50 foot hill through 300 
be . . feet of 2’ inch fire hose. This will 
: ee ° 
= Wind . Not Fire a for supply four % inch nozzles, each 
F the Richmond Hangar Loss delivering about 40 gallons at 90 
k & Neither the design nor the material pounds. 
stant were at fault yor gers “oo When fighting fires direct it will 
1xon, destroyed three huge wooden imp 
usch, hangars at the Navy’s Richmond, F'la., throw 100 gallons at 70 pounds or 
pson, | Air Station, Sept. 20, 1945,* it is dis- 80 gallons at 80 pounds pressure. 
all closed by the statement of the Navy’s It may also be used for dewatering 
farx. 3ureau of Yards and Docks, following purposes, thus saving the expensive 
arles the findings of a Naval Court. , truck pumper from possible costly 
ter; The three hangars, among the world’s 
and largest timber structures (measuring damage. Any damage to the Dual 
large 1,058 ft. long, by 171 ft. height with Fire Fighter is quickly and easily re- 
vere: inside span of 237 ft.) each contained paired with common tools. 
e of 3,000,000 b. ft. of timber, failed under Write for our bulletin FD-3. 
cuse, wind velocities estimated by Naval in- 
“hief vestigators at more than 160 MPH, and 
low- in collapsing to the concrete floor, Some territory open for live distributors. 
San- started fires which destroyed airplanes - 
urn, and blimps stored there to escape the 
ger, hurricane. 
The fire, which broke out following THE GORMAN-RUPP COMPANY 
1eet- the structural collapse, probably started BOWMAN STREET - MANSFIELD, OHIO . 
n— from electrical short circuits of the sta- 
IN. tion power system, from stored aircraft | _.._ —>—SESE . Se 
battery assemblies or from _ sparks re ae — 
caused by the falling metal striking the “Uniform Excellence in Uniforms for Every Purpose” 
ver concrete. Any of these, according to the 
 gareat would have ignited the gaso- 0 R M N 
ine that escaped from the ruptured hy 
ited tanks of the stored aircraft. Resultant W. D Fl E E WEAR ht 
000, puperatures perhaps as high as 2,000 
-s of +» were attested by fused glass, melted : of . 
year copper and reduction of metal parts. quality uniforms ? Because fine fabrics, 
alla- Bo ence of the chemical treatment smart tailoring, and better fit mean higher de- 
onal ot the timber in retarding the fire made 
it seem plausible htat, without collapse portmental morale and top performance. 4 
sea- of the structures, there would have been Fire protection officials in many leading cities 
the no fre. — . ° 
new Failure of the hangars, the report con- insist upon uniforms by 
sses _—. — not be laid to the struc- — 4 
the ural performance of the “firéproofed” y= =—\\\ 
nth- or other material. Wind forces at the WEINTRAUB BROTHERS & C0 \ 7 
wi oS —- were about two and a By 
ded. one-half times those for which the struc- , UNIF FACTUR ’ 
ad tures were designed. WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION ORM MANUFACTURERS ’ _ o- 
—_ - 1311 t . Ph 
re Boo ctany te Penn Seenmmnens, Geo. 196. OW STYLES AND FABRICS | Noble S ila. 23, Pa 
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HYDRAULIC IMPINGEMENT 


Gives You 


LOWER OPERATING PRESSURE, 
GREATER VOLUME and a 
NOZZLE to MEET EVERY 
OPERATING PRESSURE 


oOo 4 y 
©}O' © 





LARGE HOLES WHICH PREVENT CLOGGING 


PARADISE MFG. CO. 


3165 S. PENN ST. INDIANAPOLIS 44, IND. 


















TRADE MARK 


The all-climate, dependable mechanical 
foam extinguisher » » » It flows—covers— 
seals—extinguishes » » » Highly effective on 
oil and gasoline fires—on Class A fires 
» » » Use with any kind of water—at any 
temperature—in all makes of equipment. 


Write for descriptive bulletin 
FIRE OUT... oui’ 


THE MEARL CORPORATION 


153 Waverly Place, New York 14, N.Y. 
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News of the Manufacturers 
(Continued from page 699) 


4X8720, which supplements recent ad. 
vertising of the company’s vacuum 
primer. 

American-Marsh will shortly have ap 
instruction manual available on _ the 
mounting of this same primer in con. 
nection with midship mounted pumps 
with the primer controls being located 
on the hose body at the instrument 
panel. 


Vocal-Aire Sound Systems for 
Portable Use 
The Vocal-Aire Sound System utilizes 
the natural power of compressed air to 
attain great amplification of sound for 
magnifying voice or music to almost 





Vocal-Aire Sound System 


any loudness desired. Powered by a 
20-watt amplifier, it has the audible 
strength of purely electrical systems of 
much higher power. 

Although the human voice can easily 
be projected several miles over usual 
noises with the Vocal-Aire, the control 
is such that the system is equally usable 
at short distances. The speaker unit 
may be mounted on emergency trucks 
or other apparatus and the compressed 
air can be supplied by a small com- 
pressor driven by the truck engine. It 
is also practical to use a separate gas- 
engine compressor-generator combina- 
tion or utilize an electric motor to drive 
the compressor. The microphone may 
be hand-held and is connected to the 
amplifier by a long wire, permitting 
freedom of movement by the “talker”. 

An illustrated folder describing the 
system is available on request to the 
manufacturers — Dilks, Incorporated, 
30x 466, Norwalk, Conn. 


Solderless Repair Kit for Fire Alarm 
Systems 


Aircraft-Marine Products, Inc., North 
4th street, Harrisburg, Pa., has intro- 
duced a complete electrical wiring kit 
for solderless wiring. The kit comprises 
a 6-purpose precision installation too 
which cuts and strips the wire and in- 
stalls the AMP solderless terminals on 
the stripped ends. The kit also includes 
a large assortment of most commonly 


Please mention Firt ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 











for SEP 


used 4 
requir 
the st 
the t 
crimp* 


“ Po 
utility 
Pump 
ber of 








ERING 
for SEPTEMBER, 1946 719 


used AMP terminals. No soldering is 

required to make electrical connections; 

; the stripped wire is merely inserted in = 

‘= the terminal barrel and the barrel HERE'S THE PUMP THAT GIVES BOTH 


acuum crimped with the tool. 1 INCH SOLID 


. + New High Pressure Pump STREAM 


ers 














n con- . a ; 
pumps “Porto-Pump” a new high pressure AND 
ocated utility pump, manufactured by Porto- 


ument Pump, Inc., Detroit, Mich., has a num- | 


ber of features which should interest fire| FOG 
or ‘ 





itilizes IT'S 5 WAYS BETTER 

alr to Barton-American’s Gear Driven 
nd for Front M ted Centrifugal Fire 
almost Pump can be installed in a few 


hours’ time. 


Delivers 60-90 GPM at 600 lbs. pressure 
with FOG nozzle and 200 GPM through 
242" line with 1” SOLID STREAM nozzle 
. +. at engine speeds equal to only 40 mph. 








for Work 


Front mounted construction leaves room for 








Porto-Pump 
AMERIC AN-MARSH 1000 feet of 2%" hose plus 500 gallon 
departments, particularly of small towns PUMPS, INCORPORATED booster tank. Pumps dirty water with min- 
and resorts where it may be necessary BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN imum loss of effich..cy. 


to take water from ditches, shallow ae 
streams and pounds. 


It is claimed for Porto-Pump that a, 


on accredited flow-meter tests it de- 
4 ) Z e 
—— ay 
YOU RECEIVE 








livers in excess of 43 G.P.M. at 100 
P.S.I.; over 40 G.P.M. at 120 P.S.I. It 
has a suction lift of 31 ft. The unit is 


INN 








by a . : sssure 7 s 
sdible et, for a maximum pressure of 165 
ns of . — —_ — he te Y 
suike acit-contained power source is 2) “WITH EVERY ALUMINUM LADDER 
4 . ob 09 Z 
easily gine, air-cooled. The pump is mounted _ 
usual directly to the engine and power is y 
ntrol transmitted through a splined sleeve. yj 
sable Gears run in an oil bath, separate from 7 
= the engine crankcase. Lubricating is| 7 
rucks independent of the gasoline supply. 7 
essed Porto-Pump uses rubber impellers 7 
com which it is claimed eliminate abrasion | y 
- It by dirt particles and are not affected | y . 
gar by dirty water. A by-pass facilitates 7 
bina- Starting of pump against a head of 7 
drive water. The pump, which is said to be Y 
“a economically priced, can easily be 7 
) = mounted on the rear of a light truck, 7 
ove jeep, motor scooter or trailer. 7 
er at eke 2 te dhe ane to ggg er ne oe 
the ; Hh ial satisfaction are these Aluminum er 
‘ated, | Will Seek More Rigid Fire Code 7 TOPMOST Rung Seuiueans 


SS 
S 
\ 


in Illinois 








Y ® STRONG © SAFE ®@ Locks operate automatically at any desired point 
A recommendation will be made to the 7 © DURABLE during ladder extension. 
) 1947 rege get for the = © LIGHTWEIGHT @ Rope and flexible cable are arranged for simul- 
larm of a more rigid fire prevention code by taneous extension of both flies. 
= Illinois Legislative Commission to . © EASILY HANDLED ® Corrosion resistance under any type of atmos- 
Study Insurance Laws, according to ® NON-CORROSIVE heri nditions. 
LWS, ‘ Uj; pheric co ° 
orth Senator D. Logan Giffin of Springfield, LD ® DEPENDABLE @ High tensile strength plus sturdy riveted con- 
a a nee of the commission. 7 © FIREPROOF struction insures long service and maximum pro- 
PP ck wag Me a yh! me 3 se Y © LONGER LASTING tection to the user. : 
si } owing the disastrous La- y . , @ Extension type 3EL, 65-foot ladder can easily be 
1 ‘io Salle Hotel fire in Chicago last June, | y dl at nee. ay raised by four men and one supervisor. 
- Senato 77-1 . wry . sanlilaiems custom ui Y 
a Senator Giffin said. Legislation. calling . y a Yy 


\\ 


. £4, * 2-3 - 7-8 Se ALUMINUM LADDER CO. 
only eed S mace. aes ale ALM LI 200 or Street - Worthington, Pa. 
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ROSS 


VALVES 





ARE BETTER! 


FOR 
FIRE 
ENGINE 
RELIEF 


All Bronze con- 
struction. Internal 
Pilot operated. 
(Super - structure 
chrome plated 
when specified.) 





Model 16 WR 


Pressure range 20 Ibs. to 300 Ibs. 
furnished with heating jacket. 







FIRE 
ENGINE 
RELIEF 
VALVE 


WR TYPE 
300 


MODEL 


22 RWR 
TROJAN 


All Bronze — Internal Pilot operated. 
Capacities 0 to 1500 G.P.M. at 120 Ibs. 
pressure. Pressure Range 20 Ibs. to 300 
Ibs. and 20 Ibs. to 750 Ibs. 


HOSE VALVES 
FOR PRESSURE 
REDUCTION 


ALL BRONZE 
construction 
Internal Pilot 

Sizes 
2'/p x 2'/2 inch 
2/2 to 3 inch 
3 x 3 inch 














ROSS VALVE MFG. CO. 


INCORPORATED 
P. O. BOX 595 TROY, N. Y. 


it is usually given to some local paint- 
ers. 

I believe firemen do as good a job 
as an outside painter, for they take 
more care, and in most departments 
you have men who before becoming 
firemen, were professional painters. 

I, S. Zorb, Chief, Butler, Pa.: We used 
to have firemen paint the stations, 
but since they have joined the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, the labor 
unions will not permit them to do it. 

I believe it was more satisfactory 
to have the firemen paint, but since 
they belong to the union, they won’t 
do it. 

* * * 


The following is an answer to a pre- 
vious round table on the use of 1%2-inch 
hose. 


P. G. Needham, Engineer, Sac City, 
Ia.: We have used 1%-inch hose 
since 1930. We carry 150 feet con- 
nected at all times to the pump. We 
use this as a booster line. Our booster 
tank (since 1941) carries 500 gallons 
of water. Prior to that date we used 
a 200 gallon water supply. We have 
always carried from 500 to 600 feet 
of 1%-inch hose on our truck at all 
times. This is always used at fires 
and most of the time is taken directly 
off the pump. 

We answer rural fire calls as well 
as city calls. Our rural truck is for 
both city and country use and carries 
1200 feet of 2%-inch hose besides 500 
gallons of water, 500 to 600 feet of 
12-inch hose and a 500 G.P.M. pump. 

We have had very fine results with 
1%-inch hose. We use a %-inch and 
a ¥%-inch nozzle tip most of the time, 
but we also have %-inch and spray 
nozzles for our 1%-inch hose and use 
them where water supply is sufficient. 
We are planning to add a 1%-inch 
fog m>ozzle soon. 


* * * 


The following replies are in answer to a 


previous question on dewatering basements 


Olander 


Lind, Chief, Kansas City, 
Kans.: We usually try to dewater 
basements after fires inasmuch as we 
feel that it is helping the person that, 
has had the fire, for they rarely have 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


the facilities for pumping out water, 

We employ either syphons or port- 
able pumps, and have found that they 
have proved of benefit to the fire 
department. Many favorable com. 
ments have been expressed as to this 
service, and of course, whenever we 
have a chance to sell the fire depart- 
ment to the public, we never miss it, 

We know that they would have to 
pay someone to pump cut these base- 
ments but we never charge them, 
After all, there might be a time when 
we can go back to that person for a 
little help on matters pertaining to 
the fire department. We always find 
a staunch supporter when we do. 


Herman E. Gutheim, Chief, Cambridge, 
Mass.: On very few occasions have 
we dewatered cellars after a fire. We 
have never charged for this service 
We generally refer the parties to the 
water or sewer departments who have 
small portable pumps and who are bet- 
ter able to do the work than the fire 
department with its larger pumps. 


Last winter after a heavy rain for 
several days, many cellars were 
flooded, putting out furnace fires in 
homes. We used one of our spare 
pumps with a small crew and pumped 
out cellars as a health measure. 

For this we made no charge; the 
thanks received amply repaid us for 
our trouble. 


Charles E. Lane, Chief, Great Falls, 
Mont. We remove water from base- 
ments and use one of our reserve 
pumpers for this purpose. There has 
been no charge that I know of. 

We take the water out so that our 
sewer drain will handle what is left. 
This is good training for the pump 
men in darfting water, which we get 
little of. 


* * * 


The following reply is in answer to a 
previous question on choosing a fire chief. 


Francis A. Murray, Chief, Teaneck, 
N. J.: This is a very interesting ques- 
tion, and not by any means the first 
time to occur. 


Instead of just answering this prob- 
lem, let me_ask a couple of pertinent 
questions. How come the Fire Depart- 





——e 








Committee Discusses Plans for Chicago Fire Prevention Show 
At a recent luncheon-meeting in the Merchants and Manufacturers Club in the Merchandise Mart 
on August 16, members of the Fire Prevention Show Sub-Committee, working with the Chicago Asse 
ciation of Commerce, discussed plans for the Fire Prevention Show to be held October 4th- 11th. 
e occasion will mark the 75th anniversary of the Chicago fire and appropriate ceremonies have been 
arranged for observation of the event by the remaining survivors. Members of the Committee include 
(i. to r.) Patrols’ Chief Frank McAuliffe, Chief Mullaney, Chicago, and members Fraser and Reske. 
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ment allowed a situation to reach a 
state wherein its Commissioners would 
dare throw an examination for Chief of 
Department open to non-members of 
the department? Could it be caused by 
the apathy of the members of the de- 
partment in applying themselves to 
study? Could it be caused by the lack 
of ‘discipline? Fire prevention work, 
lack of intelligence in fighting fires, etc., 
by members of the department? Or is 
it just a case of bad politics? 

Well no matter what the cause, the 
Commissioners have thrown the exam- 
ination open to non-members of the de- 
partment. So what! Imagine an out- 
sider competing with my staff of officers 
for the position of Fire Chief. We 
would welcome the chance to show the 
public, the difference between an ex- 
perienced fire officer and the so called 
Outsider. We would show him up as 
the amateur he surely must be. I say 
let this examination take place, and that 
the Acting Chief be not barred from com- 
peting by virtue of his age, and if the 
officer personnel of this department can 
qualify for the position, it will show this 
board of commissioners how wrong they 
were in even thinking that any one 
other than a career man in the fire de- 
partment could qualify for such an im- 
portant position. 

In qualifying the above, I would in- 
sist that this examination be a bonifide 
Fire Chiefs examination and conducted 
by an outside agency such as the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters. 

In regard to the appointment of the 
present Acting Chief who has reached 
the age of 61, without knowing the 
actual conditions that exist in the de- 
partment, or the physical condition of 
the Acting Chief, how can anyone say 
honestly whether he should be perman- 
ently appointed Chief. If the depart- 
ment at present is highly efficient, con- 
ducts a modern drill school and fire col- 
lege course, exacts discipline, and has 
a well functioning Fire Prevention Bu- 
reau, and this man was in part instru- 
mental in attaining these things, then 
he should by all means be appointed 
permanent Chief. However, if the de- 
department needs a complete reorgan- 
izing and all of the hard work so neces- 
sary for such a task, has yet to be done, 
then I say assign it to a younger man. 

In closing let me say that perhaps the 
poet had just such a. situation in mind 
when he wrote that great poem which 
went something like this: 

An old man travelling a lone highway, 
Came at evening cold and gray 

To a chasm deep and wide, 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
For this sullen stream had no fear for 


him. 

But he paused when he reached the other 
side, 

And he builded a bridge, to span the tide. 


Good friend, a fellow pilgrim cried, 

You've crossed the chasm deep and wide. 

So why build a bridge at even-tide? 

The old man raised his old _ gray head, 

Good friend on the path I’ve come, he 
said. 

There followeth after me to-day, 

A youth whose feet must pass this way. 

He too must cross in the twilight dim. 

So, good friend, I’m building the bridge 
for him. 

Of course the moral to this poem is: 
let the younger man do it. 

To the members of the fire depart- 
ment in question, I say to you, go on 
into this examination, and show your 
Commissioners and Townspeople how 
ridiculous it was for them to assume 
that an outsider could compete with you 
for such an important position. 





FOR GOOD TEAMWORK... 


Whether it's winning a football championship, a world series, or fight- 
ing fire — teamwork is often the deciding factor. 


In a Fire Engine, good teamwork depends on proper balance between 
fire pump and motor. 


Hale insists on this “balance” . . . a factor of safety providing plenty 
of reserve in volume and pressure when the going gets tough. 


In the pump, Hale impellers, volutes, drive unit and every other part, 
work as a smooth, powerful team to beat down your fire losses. 


When you specify a Hale Fire Pump for your apparatus you strengthen 
your fire-fighting team all along the line. 


Write today for up-to-date information on 
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Size-Up, Ventilation and 
Overhauling 


To the Editor: 

1. What is mean by size-up of a 
fire ? 

2. What should 
building include? 

3. What is meant by overhauling ? 

4. A fire occurs at 2:30 A.M. on 
a cold winter night in a rambling 
three-story rooming house. State how 
the officer in charge of this fire should 
proceed. 


ventilation of 


J.F.C. 


Answer 1. By size-up of a fire is 
meant the making of a quick survey 
of the situation as encountered by the 
fire department upon arrival, and in- 
cludes life hazard as well as property 
hazard, together with all factors which 
have a bearing theron. Factors which 
would be included in such a size-up in- 
clude: location of fire, both as to the 
building and the point within the build- 
ing where it is burning; observation of 


| the construction of the building as well 


| charge of 
| window openings; 
| tor and hoist shafts; 








as its contents; type of construction; 
characteristics of building which must 
be taken into account by the officer in 
the fire; height of building; 
door openings; eleva- 
probable occupancy 
by persons of various floors; means 
of fire escape; life hazard due to nature 
of building, occupancy and other factors; 
type and location of exposures; direction 
of wind, weather conditions; types and 
number of pieces of apparatus likely to 


be needed in operating on the fire; ac- 
cessibility of the fire. 

Answer 2. Life, of course, must re- 
ceive first consideration, and no venti- 


lation should be attempted until life has 
been taken care of. In some instances, 
rescue operations may be facilitated by 
quick and proper ventilation, and in such 


cases, should be concluded at once. 
Opening up for ventilation may in- 
clude the opening of skylights, scuttles, 


doors, flooring, roofs, iron shutters, grat- 
ings, vault covers, deadlights, and win- 
dows. Proper ventilation releases the 
pressure and heat caused by fire so that 
streams can be gotten to work at proper 
range to extinguish the fire; other ven- 
tilation also draws the fire through se- 
lected channels to prevent its mush- 
rooming. Special cases require ventila- 
tion throughout a building due to the 
presence of explosive or poisonous gases. 
Open up no door, window or other open- 
ing which would directly hazardize ad- 
jacent property. The direction of win- 
dow must be taken into account when 
a building is being ventilated. This is 
particularly the case where the roof is 
being opened up or where scuttles are 
being removed, for fire rising through 
the openings may be driven to adjacent 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


property. In the case of ventilation by 
opening windows and doors, if the wind 
is in the wrong direction, it may drive 
the fire towards exposed property and 
thereby increase the extent of the fire, 

In ventilating by opening windows or 
doors, care should be exercised that 
neither windows or doors be_ broken 
where they can be opened readily other- 
wise. The same thing applies to sky- 
lights as well as transoms. In openin 
a roof, open only what space is requir 
and this should be done in a neat and 
orderly manner. 

As a general rule, ventilation should 
start at the top of the building, if prac 
ticable. This draws the fire up proper 
channels and gets it away from the 
floors on the way up and into which it 
might “mushroom,” were the building 
not open at the highest point. There is 
another advantage of ventilating the 
top instead of the lower floors first in 
that there is little danger of men being 
cut off by fire spreading over the floor 
beneath them and making their retreat 
impossible. After the roof has _ been 
opened and ventilation properly estab- 
lished, then the men should work the 
floors below and open windows from the 
top. Following this they should work 
down, if possible, floor by floor, and 
ventilate as they proceed. 

When ventilating cellars and sub-cel- 
lars, the first step is to ventilate the 
ground floor to enable the men to get 
in and cut holes for cellar pipes and for 
ventilation. Deadlights may be broken 
at front of building and any windows 
leading to the cellar should be opened. 
Where elevator shaft is present, it some- 
times helps to remove the cover over 
elevator shaft to draw the smoke up- 
ward through the structure. Occasion- 
ally it is necessary to remove the dead- 
lights in the sidewalk in front of the 
building to get proper ventilation. In 
short, make sure that heat and smoke 
have an outlet, by providing the neces- 
sary openings. 


In ventilating for heavier than air 
gases, particularly where little or no 
fire is present, ventilation may be pro- 
vided by opening up at street level. 


Such gases are usually heavier than air 
and flow downward in the building and 
out the lower openings. 


Answer 3. Overhauling might be 
classed as cleaning up after fire. The 
object of overhauling is to reduce prop- 
erty damage to a minimum and check 
damage to goods through water passing 
from upper to lower floors of a building. 
Overhauling also serves the purpose of 
making sure that all fire has been ex- 
tinguished, for by opening up wood- 
work, plaster walls, ceilings, and even 
floors, concealed fire is located and 
extinguished. 


Answer 4 (a). At the hour the fire 
occurred, 2:30 A. M. on a cold winter 
night, the worst conditions may be as- 
sumed, The building will be filled with 
lodgers, doors and windows will be 
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| GET AT A FIRE FAS T! 


SPEED RESCUE WORK 


with this amazing hi-speed 


il saw GUN 





QUICKLY CUTS THRU 
ALL METALS 


Stainless or Monel 
Corrugated or Plain 


Other Materials 





AIR-COOLED 
HAND GRIP 


DETACHABLE HANDLE 


An Indispensable Fire-Fighting Tool 


The Saw-Gun is. an amazingly efficient 
Portable Power Saw’‘that-speedily cuts 
thru all metals, wood and other materials. 
Firemen equipped with this essential res- 
cue tool can get at a fire or entrapped per- 
sons QUICKLY! Cuts rapidly thru heavy 
gauge steel. No need to waste precious 
time removing iron gratings, or other ob- 
structions . . . cut them out of the way 
with the Saw-Gun! Saves time! Saves 
lives! 


Easily attaches to any electric or air- 
drill, or flexible shaft. Uses ordinary hack 
saw blade for cutting. Very simple to 
operate. 


Modern fire-fighters require modern 
tools. The Saw-Gun will prove an ex- 
tremely valuable addition to your present 
equipment. Get all the details NOW! 


SEE YOUR JOBBER OR WRITE 


W. H. HOWLAND 


2533 East 73rd Street 
Chicago 49, Illinois 
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closed, and the fire department may be 
delayed in getting to the scene and in 
operation. 

As the structure is a three-story one, 
it is likely that no elevators are pro- 
vided, and that only stairways and pos- 
sibly fire escapes are available for es- 
cape of guests. 

In structures of this type, spread of 
fire is apt to be rapid. Not only will it 
rise through vertical shafts but will 
travel through spaces between floor 
beams and also through cockloft over 
entire structure. The smoke condition 
will be severe due to the lack of ventila- 
tion, as all windows will likely be closed. 

Limited exits probably represent the 
greatest hazard to the safety of the oc- 
cupants, and the confusion resulting 
upon finding hallways filled with smoke 
and one of the stairways out of com- 
mission will make the rescue of life dif- 
ficult. As the structure is described as 
“a rambling three-story type” we as- 
sume that it occupies considerable area 
and houses a large number of guests. 

(b) Immediately upon arrival at the 
fire, an additional alarm, depending upon 
conditions, should be transmitted. More 
ladders, more apparatus, more firemen 


and more life nets will be required. Of | 


course, saving of life must receive first 
attention. 
First truck company due should be 


| ordered to open up the ground floor for 


ventilation and also dispatch two men 
to the roof to ventilate over stairwell 
involved. Other members of this com- 
pany proceed to get occupants from 
building. 

First pumper in should stretch a line 
at once to cover the stairway leading 
to the basement, to prevent the fire from 
rising. The second company should 
stretch at once to any other verti- 
cal shaft through which fire may be 
threatening to rise. When first line is 
in operation, a second line should be 
stretched at the rear of the building to 
sure the fire is not extending 
externally to upper floors. 

As men of ladder companies are avail- 
able, ladders should be placed to second 
and third floors whenever they are 
deemed necessary. 

As additional companies arrive, have 
lines to cover other stairwells or vertical 
shafts through which fire may rise, and 
have men make inspection of entire 
ground floor to make sure that fire is 
not passing to floor above. 

Additional companies should assist in 
getting the inmates safely to the street, 
and also make a through inspection of 
all rooms to make sure that no one is 
left. 

If but one of the stairways is avail- 
able, the problem of evacuating the ten- 
ants will be severe unless the main stairs 
can be saved. If this cannot be done, 
then all must make their way to safety 
by way of ladders or fire escape, if the 
latter are provided. 


Explosibility of Dynamite 


To the Editor: 
We have been having a few argu- 
ments down here at the station house 


about the following question: From 


| chusetts, 


Manual” of Massa- 
it says that “dynamite chills 
at 50 degrees F and freezes at 46 de- 
grees F., and when in the chilled or 
partly frozen state it is sensitive to 
shock or friction.” 


“Fire Service 
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This is your guarantee 
of foot comfort, safety, 


long wear 
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Emergency Lighting Bulletin 
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200 Master-Light Bidg. 
Boston 45. Mass. 
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CHIMNEY FIRE 


FOR 55¢? 
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Save rushing to 
chimney fires 


over icy pave- 
ments .. . avoid 
slippery ladders ; 


and roofs by us-. 
ing IMP Chim-~ 
ney Fire Extin- 2 
guisher. Just throw a 55c package “as is” on 
the hottest part of the fire in the stove, furnace 
or fireplace. The chimney fire will be out in jig- 
time without water or chemical damage. Recom- 
mended by fire chiefs, who always carry IMP 
in their cars for emergencies. Many volunteers 
carry it in their personal cars. 

USE_THIS_ COUPON _FOR_YOUR ORDER 
F. C. FOARD & CO., Bridgeport, Conn. 

Please send me ... . dozen packages of IMP. 
I will honor your bill f.o.b. Bridgeport. 
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CITY .... 
STATE . 





FIRE EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTORS ATTENTION 


Add “IMP” Chimney Fire Extinguisher to your line. 
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In Questions and Answers for 
Lieutenant and Captain the state- 
ment is made that “Dynamite is most 
dangerous when it is warm, and care 
must be taken not to cause friction 
by dropping or jarring.” 

From the same book you have a 
quotation from “Industrial Chem- 
istry” by Allen Rogers. It has the 
following to say about dynamite: “an 
undesirable property of nitroglycerine 
whether alone or mixed with inert 
substances, is that it solidifies at a 
comparatively mild temperature. 
When so frozen it is less sensitive to 
shock and is less apt to be completely 
exploded when set off in a blast.” 

It seems to some of that one state- 
ment contradicts the other. 


M. D. Y. 


Answer: All three statements regarding 
dynamite, to which you refer, are cor- 
rect, but a little additional information 
is needed to make them consistent. 

Dynamite is extremely dangerous 
when partly frozen, and may detonate 
if a stick of dynamite is broken by 
bending. When it is completely frozen, 
it is less sensitive to shock, and when 
not frozen, and above its freezing point, 
it is also safe. It is when in the partly 
frozen state that it is most dangerous. 

With reference to the danger of 
dynamite when it is warm, this is cor- 
rect if the temperature is such as to 
permit the nitroglycerine to separate 
from the filler material. 

“Industrial Fire Hazards” by Gorham 
Dana and William D. Milne, has this 
to say about dynamite: 

“The explosive is sensitive to freez- 
ing, and if after freezing the nitrogy- 
cerine leaks out, or separates from the 
carrier, it is very dangerous. Experi- 
ence and care are needed in the hazard- 
ous operation of thawing. While small 
quantities of loose dynamite have been 
known to burn quietly, fire is likely to 
cause detonation.” 





Ignition of Curtains by Radiators 


To the Editor: 

Would curtains hanging on a low 
pressure radiator or hot water radia- 
tor catch fire? 


L. ©. C, 


Answer: Low pressure steam pipes 
used for heating never reach a tempera- 
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Simply Plug In and 
Charge—with a G-E Tungar* Charger 

Don’t let slow-poke starting mar the 
good record of your fire apparatus. An 
efficient Tungar charger will put new life 
in run-down batteries overnight. Just 
plug into steering-post receptacle. No risk 
of overcharging. 

For details, write Section A31-958, 
Appliance and Merchandise Department, 
General Electric Co., Bridgeport, Conn. 
* Trade-mark Rea. U.S. Pat. Off. 
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PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW, FOR 


CAIRNS 


WINTER EQUIPMENT 


All your cold-weather needs can be supplied 
by CAIRNS, America's Firemen's Headquar- 
ters since 1836. Order now, for delivery in 
time:—warm Turnout Coats and Trousers— 
fleece-lined Rubber Coats—felt-lined Boots— 
woolen Mittens—Face Shields—and 





ture of more than a few degrees above 
212F. The hot water pipes’can never 
reach even 212 degrees. Therefore there 
is no danger of either type of pipe ig- 
niting a curtain which may be resting 
on a radiator. 


Water Wetters, Etc. 


To the Editor: 
What is a “water wetter’? 
What is a Bangor ladder? 
What is meant by the abbreviation, 
p. Ss. i.? 
R. D. 


Answer: Water wetters are chemicals 
which when added to water, enable the 
‘vater to penetrate substances which 
pure water will not penetrate. An ex- 








CAIRNS HELMETS 


in leather, aluminum or Flint-Flex, with ear 
laps and neck protectors and the famous 
Cairns Cushion Lining. Available materials are 
still limited in some lines, so early orders will 
assure better delivery. Write for Catalog 310. 


CAIRNS & BROTHER 


444 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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ample would be a bale of cotton. It is 
next to impossible to force water into a 
bale of cotton. But when you add a 
water wetter to the water, it readily 
penetrates the bale. The same may be 
said for other substances which ordinary 
water will not penetrate. 

Aerosol is a chemical (Di Octyl 
sodium sulfosuccinate). It is usually 
mixed with water in proportion to l 
quart of water wetter to 100 parts of 
water. 

The majority of water wetters have 
no fire extinguishing effect themselves. 
They merely aid in making the water 
penetrate into material. 

A Bangor ladder is an ordinary ex- 
tension ladder, truss type. 

3y psi is meant pounds per square 
inch. The abbreviation is used to save 
space, and you'll find these letters in 
practically all books on hydraulics. 





Recent Fires Spur Prevention 
Efforts 


Following recent disastrous hotel fires 
in Chicago and Dubuque, la., fire pre- 
vention efforts are being spurred in sev- 
eral U. S. cities, the International City 
Managers’ Association reported recently. 

New interest throughout the nation in 
the need for stricter safety measures was 
focused sharply by the two tragic blazes 
that occurred less than four days apart— 
the Chicago La Salle Hotel fire snuffing 
out 61 lives June 5 and the Dubuque, 
Canfield Hotel fire killing at least 15 per- 
sons June 9. 

In Milwaukee, an inspection is under- 
way by the fire prevention bureau of 
every hotel, theater, night club, old peo- 
ple’s home, orphanage and college dormi- 
tory in the city. The 20-man bureau is 
checking condition of fire escapes, ease 
of access to them, freedom of stairways 
and fire escapes from obstruction. Store- 
rooms are being inspected for accumu- 
lations of rubbish, and the serviceability 
of all standpipes and hose is being tested. 

St. Louis city officials are considering 
revision of the city safety code to require 
owners of hotels built before enactment 
of present safety regulations to make 
basements fire-resistive or install stand- 
ard sprinkler systems. Current provi- 
sions are not retroactive and hence do 
not cover older buildings. 

Just two days before the Chicago 
Hotel fire, Baltimore, Md., adopted a 
strict fire prevention code prohibiting 
smoking in theatres and department 
stores and limiting attendance at night 
clubs. The new code provides for fines 
up to $100 of persons smoking in thea- 
tres and in stores dealing in inflammable 
products. Proprietors are allowed, how- 
ever, to provide designated safety zones 
for smoking. 

To make fire prevention easier and 
facilitate evacuation of buildings in case 
fire does occur, the Baltimore code limits 
the number of persons who may gather 
in bars and night clubs to one for each 
six square feet of floor area. Similar 
limits are placed on assembly in theatres, 
while assembly in restaurants is limited 
to one person for each ten square feet of 
floor space. 

Among major cities in which fire ordi- 
nances have been knit together into fire 
prevention codes or where fire preven- 
tion bureaus have been created are De- 
troit; Cincinnati, Columbus and Dayton, 
Ohio; Rochester and Schenectady, N. Y; 
Richmond, Va.; Minneapolis; Los An- 
geles, Berkeley, Oakland, and Long 
Beach, Calif. 
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“CENTRAL” HAS A RECORD 
FOR DEPENDABILITY 





Central 500-Gallon Pumper mounted on 2-ton chassis. 


WE BUILD A TRUCK FOR EVERY COMMUNITY, LARGE 
OR SMALL. WRITE US FOR DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE 


CENTRAL FIRE TRUCK CORPORATION 
3929-31 LACLEDE AVENUE ST. LOUIS, MO. 


“Everything for Fire Fighting” 

















MARS 


The Signal Light That 


Commands Instant Attention 


Its powerful figure 8 beam of Red 
Light warns cross traffic approach- 
ing street intersections for several 
blocks ahead. Its rays sweep the 
street from curb to curb, lighting 
up the interior of cars moving 
with and approaching the ap- 
paratus. 


The Mars Signal Light oscillates 
rapidly from side to side and at 





the same time the reflector inside Now is used by hundreds of fire 

moves up and down. Sturdy and departments from coast to coast. 

foolproof it will outlast the ap- 

paratus. The motor operating the Write now for prices and 

light is completely self-contained. complete information. 
MARS SIGNAL LIGHT CO. 
5737 W. DIVISION ST. CHICAGO 51, ILL. 
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LIFE NETS 


“the finest”, have been instru- 
mental in saving many hundreds 
of lives, without injury to th- 
person rescued or to the men 
holding the net. 

The many exclusive features 
of the ATLAS NET have been 
proven through performance. 
Insist on the newest improve- 
ment, Forged Steel Locking 
Hinges. ATLAS NETS are now 
available for prompt shipment 
and are the only modern, 


up-to-date nets, with dual action 
impact absorbers. 

Specify ATLAS when you want 
dependable life nets. 


zkawewKekK KKK 








ATLAS SAFETY 


EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
26 Warren St. NewYork 7,N.Y. 











WENTWORTH 
FIREMAN’S UNIFORM CAPS 


Union Made Prompt Delivery 


No. 342 


Wentworth Fireman Caps are made of the Highes: 
Quality Standard Materials available and by th: 
Best Skilled Union Craftsmen in all the New anv 
Standard styles. Our years of experience and 
skilled workmen warantee you AMERICA’S 
GREATEST CAP VALUE in all WENTWORTH 
FIREMAN CAPS. 


No. 44! 


Write direct for latest circular and prices 
or see your local dealer. 


WENTWORTH-FORMAN CO., INC. 
21-23 Edinboro St., Boston 11, Mass. 


Manufacturers 
Fireman Cap Specialists for Over 50 Years 








We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 





One Use for O.C.D. Pumps 


To the Editor: 

I am herewith enclosing a copy of a 
photograph of the fire-truck just fin- 
ished in our shops to be stationed in 


our station in the town of San German. 


You will notice it is a Ford Chassis 
on which we mounted one of the Civil- 
ian Defense Skid Pumps. It can hold 
1,400 ft. 2%" hose and all necessary 
equipment. Painted in red it looks just 
the same as the regular fire-trucks. We 
have converted 8 skid mount pumps 
into 8 fire-trucks like the one in the 
photograph. 

With my very best regards, 

RAUL GANDARA, 
Chief, Insular Fire Service 
of Puerto Rico. 


Got Our Geography Mixed? 
To the Editor: 

In the May issue of Frre ENGINEERING, 
“Echoes of the War” Section, you state 
that an aircraft hangar burned down at 
Torbay airport at St. Johns, N. B., 
Canada. 

This airport is definitely not in 
Canada. It is up in Newfoundland, near 
the town of Torbay, and is protected 
by Royal Canadian Air Force Fire 


Fighters. I was up there at the time of 
the fire. 
NorMAN R. Wypruk, NR 
RCAF “1 ANS Fire * ana 
Summerside, r. &. 
Canada 
Thanks, Mr. Wypruk. We stand cor- 
rected! 
A Tale from India 
To the Editor: 


As a regular reader of Fire ENGINEER- 


1NG, I feel sure this little tale may inter- 
est you. 

Whilst on active service engaged in 
fire protection of a base on the east 


coast of India during early ’43, a native 
village sprang up overnight adjacent to 
our fire house, with the disconcerting 
result that petty pilfering was rife, and 
we had to go down to the local bazaar 
each day and buy back first aid extin- 
guishers pilfered the previous night. 

That village had to go, without a 
doubt, and early one morning it did, 

-with much chanting and banging of 
drums, a. procession of bullock carts 
piled with chattles slowly disappeared 
over the hills. 

According to eye witness accounts, 
they had a visit from the devil, and the 
village was now “in Pundah” (meaning 
pergatory?) 

Two weeks later I found out that one 
of the corporals attached to us had 
borrowed a breathing apparatus set that 
might for a very different use than that 
| for which it was designed! 











for SEPTI 
FIRE ENGINEERING 


I hope that one day, someone tells 
that village Zemindar (head man) 
where to get the CO* cylinders he “bor. 
rowed” from me recharged, and that 
CO? is mostly a fire extinguishing agent 
and not much use for anti-malaria pre- 
cautions. 

H. E. 


BALSpon, 
Indian 


Ex-S/Segt. Engineers 


Fire Sect. 











Detroit Police and Arson Squad 


The Report of the Detroit Police and 
Fire Departments Arson Squad, for the 
year 1945 contains nearly a dozen pages 
of informative data. During the year 
1158 fires were investigated, of which 
77 were found to be of incendiary 
origin. In addition there were five at- 


tempted arson cases. Sixty-two arrests TH 
were made in connection with incendiary 
fires and in addition, eleven juveniles FIR 
between ten and seventeen years of age 
who were suspects in ten other fires, In eli 
were referred to the Boys’ Juvenile and < 
Division for further investigation. space 
Thirty boys and girls under ten years plan 
of age, who were involved in seventeen tiona! 
incendiary fires, were referred to the savec 
Women’s Division of the Police Depart- alot 
ment for disposition. give 
1 
Honolulu, T. H. fash 
The 95th Annual Report of the 
Honolulu Fire Department, H. A. 
Smith, Chief Engineer (who succeeded He 
W. W. Blaisdell in December, 1945) 
for the year ending December 31, 1945, Chie 
has been received. ELI 
It is disclosed that there were 273 beca 
personnel in the department as of frac 
December 31, 1945. The report indicates the 
that there are at present ten regular floot 
fire stations and some eleven auxiliary (5) 
fire companies that are still in service, (6) 
out of twenty- six companies that were CII 
established in 1942. It is said the de- of 
partment still has aves pumping en- hey 
gines loaned by the U. Army, which fte 
are in daily use in various parts of the he 
island. : dr 
The report comments on the “epi- y 
demic of false alarms” in the period. 
Of the total number of 1308 alarms 


received, 308 were false—or more than 
23% per cent. The peak of false alarms 
was reached on August 14, 1945, the 
day the Japs announced their decision 
to surrender unconditionaliy. Between 
1:42 P.M. and midnight, the department 
had 38 alarms, of which 27 were false. 
Firecrackers accounted for a number of 
fires. 


Cedar Rapids Fire Report 


The Annual Report of the Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, Fire Department, E. P. 
Kohout, Chief, shows that in 1945 there 
were 601 fire alarms of which 327 were 
for fires in buildings. This is an in- 
crease over the year 1944, in which 
there 548 alarms, and 312 building fires. 
The fire loss for last year was $50,- 
782.62, as against a 1944 loss of $322,- 
817.80. 

Chief Kohout has recommended the 
addition of a new fire station in the 
Kenwood Park section; a new ladder 
truck; establishment of a Fire Preven- 
tion Bureau, and adoption of an ordi- 
nance to prohibit trucks carrying ex- 
plosives or large gasoline and oil semi- 
trailer trucks from parking on any 
streets in the city or traveling any city 
streets. 
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Better 
FIRE STATION DESIGN 


wig me 








THE AIR-CONDITIONING 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 


In eliminating the unsightly hose tower 
and cumbersome rack and the “dead” 
space they involve your architect can 
plan a really attractive station of func- 
tional design. The thousands of dollars 
saved in construction costs could provide 
a lot of other needed equipment. DON’T 
give your modern fire dept. an old- 
fashioned home. 


Better 
HOSE DRYING 


Chiefs and firemen prefer this modern 
ELECTRO-MECHANICAL DRYER 
because it: (1) does a better job in a 
fraction of the time; (2) saves most of 
the hard work; (3) takes up so little 
floor space; (4) is ideal for hose storage; 
(5) lessens need for large hose reserves; 
(6) dries clothing as well as hose. 
CIRCUL-AIR is ideal for fire stations 
of any size .. . indeed many larger cities 
have re-ordered for additional houses 
after initial installations have proved it 
the fastest, easiest and most economical 
drying medium. 








THE (igcu L-4ir CORPORATION 


575 East Milwaukee Street 
DETROIT 2 


MICHICAN 











Chief Al Herring Ill 


Friends of former Chief Albert Her- 
ring ef the Murphysboro, IIl., Fire De- 
partment will be sorry to learn that he 
is confined to his home by serious illness. 
He will be happy to hear from his many 
friends in the fire service. His address 
is 716 N. 11th Street, Murphysboro, III. 





University Extension Courses 
for Firemen 


Three courses for training of fire de- 
partment personnel were arranged by 
the University of Toronto, under the 
auspices of the Dominion Association of 
Fire Chiefs and the Ontario Fire Mar- 
shal’s Office during June and July, it 
was announced. 

At the Provincial Firemen’s Training 
School, 48 municial and 6 industrial 
firemen registered for the 4-day course 
at Toronto. With the opening of the 
Fire Deartment Officers’ College, 73 
municipal and 19 industrial officers reg- 
istered for a 2%4-day course at Toronto. 
At Fort William, 86 members of munic- 
ipal fire departments and_ industrial 
brigades attended a 2-day course. 

Fire and Safety Course 
Announced 

The merger of the nation’s only de- 
gree-granting fire-protection engineering 
course with the safety engineering 
course at Illinois Institute of Tech- 
nology, which will provide one of the 
most complete college curricula in 
public safety in the country, has been 
announced by Dr. Henry T. Heald. 
president. 

In the reorganization, Professor John 
\hern will succeed Professor Joseph B 
Finnegan, retired, as director of the de- 
partment. The teaching staff will be sup- 
plemented by the appointments of R. C 
Peterson as associate professor of safety 
engineering and Willis Labes as assis 
tant professor of fire-protection engin 
eering. 





FIREMEN’S 
Meridian 
Standard 


Oct. 7-8—MISSISSIPPI STATE 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
Miss. Secretary, R. H. Tucker, 901 
Life Building, Jackson, Miss. 

14 (Tentative. May be a week later)—VIR 
GINIA FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION. An 
nual meeting, Richmond, Va. President, Chiet 
James M. Duncan, Fire Headquarters, Alexan 
dria, Va. 

Oct. 14-16—-NEBRASKA STATE VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meet 
ing, Omaha, Neb. Secretary, Russell D. Salak 
P. O. Box 312, Schuyler, Neb. 

Oct. 15-17 — ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA 
TION. Annual meeting, Quincy, Ill. Secretary 


Oct. 


Chief Roy Alsip, Fire Headquarters, Cham 
paign, Il. 

Oct. 23—EMERGENCY PLAN OF FAIRFIELI 
COUNTY. Monthly meeting, Stamford, Conn 
Chief John Moehring, Belltown, Stamford 
Conn., President 


Oet. 23-25—INDIANA FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIA 
TION. Annual meeting, Terre Haute, Ind. Sec 
retary, Chief Archie McCabe, Muncie, Ind. 

Oct 27-30—-PACIFIC COAST ASSOCIATIO>D 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Lon: 
Beach, Cal. Secretary, Jay W. Stevens, Mer 
chants Exchange Building, San Francisco, Ca! 

Nov. 11-14 — INTERNATIONAL MUNICIPAI 
SIGNAL ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting 





Miami, Fla. Secretary, Irvin Shulsinger, 8 Eas 
i 2 


Alst Street. New York 17, N. 
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JANESVILLE QUALITY 
TURN OUT CLOTHING 





Our turnout suits are giving excellent 
satisfaction in most of the large fire 
departments throughout the U. S. and 
THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY 
SO MANY FIREMEN INSIST ON 
JANESVILLE QUALITY 


NOW AVAILABLE 


We can now supply old type 34 Length 
and Knee Length Felt-lined Firemen's 
Boots. 


JANESVILLE APPAREL CO. 


JANESVILLE, WIS. 











The St 


A MODERN aad PROVEN 


LIFE NET 


The SUPERIOR LIFE SAVING NET is 
stronger than any other, because of the 
tested breaking strength of 1,800 Ibs. of 
each individual rope. 


The direct pull shock absorber system 
eliminates all friction and its greater re- 
siliency provides for a safer, easier landing. 


Made of Chrome Molybdenum steel, the 
frame may easily be folded for storage 
within a few seconds. 


For the utmost in LIFE SAVING VALUE 
.. + “SPECIFY SUPERIOR", 


For ECONOMY, have 
your old net converted 
into a “SUPERIOR”. 

Other 

SUPERIOR Products: 

Training Nets and 





Structures 
Life Size Training Dummies ——— 
mec 











SUPERIOR FIRE 


EQUIPMENT CORP. 
235 &. 42nd St. New York, N. Y. 











| fires. 








Rates are inexpensive. “For Sale,” “Proposal” 
and “Wanted” advertising. $5 per inch insertion 
(10% discount allowed for three or more consecu- 
tive insertions). Fire ENGINEERING, 24 West 
40th Street, New York 18, N. Y 





WANTED 


Fire Equipment Dealers to sell Morning Pride 
protected rubber firecoats, fire pants, fire mitts 
and fire suspenders. 

Write today Morning Pride Mfg. Co., 
Home Ave., Dayton 7, Ohio. 


1986 





CHIMNEY POWDER 


No need to send men on the roof for chimney 
Has-Mor Soot Destroyer not only puts 
the fire out, it continues to work until it cleans 
the chimney, making it unnecessary to go back 
to another chimney fire. Put up in handy pack- 
ages. Agents wanted. Harry S. Morgan, 52 Broad 
St., Johnson City, N. Y. 





Old photos of horse and tractor drawn fire 
apparatus, alone and working at fires. | 
Latest photos (or recent) of fire apparatus, | 


alone and working at fires. 
Back issues of “Fire and Water Engineering” 
and “Fireman’s Herald,” 1900 to 1915, inclusive. 
Also one pair of Fire Trumpets. B. J. Stevens, 
164 Seaview Ave., Jersey City 5, N. J. 


REPRESENTATIVE WANTED 


Representative—Large Manufacturer of Municipal 
Fire Hose offers attractive proposition for state 
distribution of its Fire Department Products; 
experienced individual or established Fire Equip- 
ment Distributor preferred. Give full particulars 





ill responses held confidential. Address: Box 
No. 70, c/o Fire ENGINEERING, 24 W. 40th St., 
New York 18, N. Y. 
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Radio-Active Treated, 
Mildew-Proof . . . Rot- 
Proof. ..Freeze-Proof... 
and with FLEXLASTICS* 
for longer Service life. 
Every length Pressure- 
Tested and Flat-Folding 
for easier, safer handling. 


*The term FLEXLASTICS is an ex- 
clusive MANHATTAN trade mark. 
Only MANHATTAN can make 


TT > FLEXLASTICS. 








RAYBESTOS-MANHATTAN, Inc. 


MANHATTAN RUBBER DIVISION 
Executive Offices and Factories, Passaic, N. J. 








“FIRE HOSE SALESMAN WANTED > 


Experienced Fire Hose Salesman wanted to repre 
sent rubher manufacturer in western territory, 
contacting communities ind industrial 
plants. Headquarters would be in San Francisco 
Advise past experience and references. Address 
Box No. 75, c/o Frre ENGINEERING, 24 W. 40th 
St., New York 18, N 1 


cities, 


FOR SALE 


At tremendous savings. Practically new, nozzles, 
Y-gates, adapters, asbestos suits, boots, axes, 
etc., all equipment manufactured for U. S. Govt. 
Send me list of your needs, or write for sample 





lists. Irwin Heim, 146-09 14th Ave., Whitestone, 

‘ FLushing 3-4081. | 
PUMPER FOR SALE 

Seagrave 750 Gal. Centrifugal Pump and Motor 


in Excellent Condition. Hose body capacity 1000 
ft. of 2%” Hose. For further information, write 
A. M. Heavilin, City of East Cleveland, 14340 


Euclid Avenue, East Cleveland 12, Ohio. 


FOR SALE 


Reipling Universal nozzles, 1” chromed, $37.00, 
1%" chromed, $42.50, immediate shipment, stand- 
ard threads. available about 30 days, $77.50 
in chrome. 

Doray Fire Equipment Co., 
Syracuse 7, N. 


2”% 


1924 Valley Drive, 
Y. 





POSITION WANTED 


With plant fire department by ex-G.I. fire- 
fighter. Was regular member of Stateside post 
fire department, and unit fire N.C.O. overseas. 
Age 34, married. First class character and effi- 
ciency references. Box 40, c/o Fire ENGINEER- 
ING, 24 West 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 











SOME WORDS FOOL YOU 
like 
RAZE 
{to destroy) 
BUT 


WOOSTER BRASS always 
means the BEST in fire equip- 
ment supplies. 


THE WOOSTER 
BRASS CO. 


WOOSTER, OHIO 


When you specify products beer- 
ing the TRUMPET trademark, you 
can SAVE and BANK on SAFETY. 


RAISE 


_ (te erect) 
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VALVES 
HYDRANTS 


1946 


AND WATERWORKS ACCESSORIES 


M & H products, including 
pipe line accessories, are well 
known for high quality of 
material and expert work- 
manship. They are made ac- 
cording to standard speci- 
fications and have been used 
for many years throughout 
the country. Write for Cata- 
log No. 34. 


M&H VALVE 


AND FITTINGS COMPANY 


ANNISTON. ALABAMA 














StrangleAlR FOAM 
CLEAN 


FAST - SAFE 


Subdues oil or gasoline fires in a 
matter of seconds. Prevents flash- 
backs. Blankets blaze and shuts 
off access to air. Clings to any 
surface, horizontal or vertical. 
StrangleAIR does not deteriorate. 
Good until used. 


FIRE-SNUFFER NOZZLES 
Simple, effective, easy to handle 
or clean. Deliver foam of uniform 
consistency. 

Available through fire appliance 
supply houses. 
Write for Illustrated Bulletin 951. 


StrangleAlR FOAM 


AMERICAN DIE & TOOL CO., INC 


EAST READING, PA. 

















POSITION WANTED 


Engineer—M.E.—Fire Protection—20 years’ ex- 
perience design, specifications, tests, water sup- 
pod sprinklers, inspections, reports, losses, fire 

PSparnsot organization and training. Able to 

Ee éomplete charge of comprehensive program 
as chief engineer or chief inspector. Write Box 
25, c/o FIRE -¥  e 24 West 40th 
Street, New York 18, N. Y. 





POSITION WANTED 


As a fire chief in vicinity of Los Angeles, 


California. Over 20 years experience as a fire 
chief in a first class city. Served in the same 
capacity in the United States Armed Forces 
throughout World War II. Municipality or In- 
dustrial. Excellent record. Box 45, c/o Fire 
oo 24 West 40th Street, New York 
™ oe ee 


. 


POSITION WANTED 


Fire Training College Graduate and Instructor 
with 15 years fire engineering and safety ex- 
perience (S yrs. with navy department) desires 
position with large shipping or industrial firm. 
Thoroughly familiar with industrial and shipping 
fire prevention and fire fighting. Has complete 
knowledge of all types of maritime fire fight- 
ing equipment, including British. Honorably dis- 
po veteran. Write Box 6, c/o FIRE 

ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th St., New York 
m.. MZ 








POSITION WANTED 


Retired fire captain (27 years service) seeks posi- 
tion on municipal fire department, or with large 
firm as fire prevention inspector, etc. Presently 
employed as fire chief at naval station. Age 45. 
Salary and job location no object. Box 65, Fire 
“ INEERING, 24 West 40th Street, New York 18, 





URGENT NOTICE 
TO MASTER LIGHT USERS 


Because of strike, Carpenter Manufacturing 
Company asks that all users ship in any and all 
worn-out small Master Light rechargeable bat- 
teries with good cases parcel post or express col- 
lect. This material will enable us to continue 





prompt battery service to fire departments and 
emergency organizations. Address Carpenter 
Manufacturing Co., Battery Factory, 59 Broad- 
way, Providence, R. I. 

FOR SALE 


Three American LaFrance—750-gallon Pumpers— 


in good working condition. For further informa- 





tion, apply John Lynn, Comptroller, City of 
Mount Vernon ,City Hall, Mount Vernon, N. Y. 
FOR SALE 


Regulation % felt lined, firemen’s boots, sizes 
6 to 12, $9.6 pair prepaid. (New Stock Black 
Only). 

1924 Valley Drive, 


Doray Fire Equipment Co., 


Syracuse 7, N. 





Scranton's Alarm Increase 


With 33 of its 100 alarms for January 
recorded as “false,” Superintendent 
Thomas G. Evans said an _ all-time 
record for unnecessary runs had been 
established—and went into conference 
with fire prevention and police heads of 
Scranton, Pa. 

The previous high was established in 
October, 1945, when 21 false alarms 
were sounded. 
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POUR IT ON.... 

















, GREEN-BAK 
SALVAGE COVERS 
CAN TAKE IT / 


Set a new record for low fire 





losses. Exclusive Fulton dry 
treatment makes light,flexible, 
easy-to-handle Shuredry soft 
and pliable even in zero 
weather —the best protection 


against water damage. 


Tested and passed for salvage 
work by National Board of 
Fire Underwriters and by Fac- 
tory Mutuals Fire Insurance As- 


sociation. 


Order your Shuredry Green- 
bek water-proofed salvage cov- 
ers now from the factory near- 


est you. Immediate shipment. 











BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS 


SIREN BOOTS 


We have been supplying FIREMEN'S 
CLOTHING for over 25 years. 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing— 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH MISSOURI 


FOR 
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Built. to Back You up a 


DOUBLE 


GOODAL JACKET 


Cotton Rubber Lined FIRE HOSE 


The specifications to which Goodall Fire Hose is made assure 
every quality required to help you fight fire with confidence. 
Rugged construction, to withstand highest pressure surges, 
constant flexing and dragging over rough, abrasive surfaces. 

. Comparative lightness of weight, for easier handling. . . . 
A reputation for all-out reliability and safety, based on years 
of service to the Nation’s firemen. Sizes 114” 


or without Underwriters’ Label. 


OTHER GOODALL PRODUCTS for firefighting service include 


Chemical Engine or Booster Hose; Fire Engine Suction Hose; 


Underwriters’ Unlined Linen Hose; Firemen’s Coats and Boots. 


Contact Our Nearest Branch or Main Office for Details of all 


Goodall Fire-Fighting Products ... “Engineered to Your Job.” 


THE GOODALL-WHITEHEAD COMPANIES 


Philadelphia - Trenton - New York - Chicago - Pittsburgh - Boston 
Los Angeles - San Francisco - Seattle - Salt Lake City - Houston 


Factory — Trenton, N. J Established 1870 


3", with’ 
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The new FWD Model F75T 750 gallon triple combination fire fighter. Designed according to recommendations 
of fire chiefs, it features an open type body with all equipment and controls readily accessible. 


Every inch a FIRE FIGHTER 


Well known in the field of fire-fighting for their dependable speed, 
power, traction and safety, FW Ds have earned their reputation for 
being “every inch a fire fighter”. These rugged four-wheel-drive 
trucks are engineered for the sort of emergency service demanded 
in getting to fires fast, with safety. Steep or slippery grades, mud or 
snow-blocked roads, are no handicaps to FWDs. They go through 
fast .. . all the apparatus controls are conveniently grouped for in- 
stant action .. . and they stand up for years of dependable service. 
Cities from coast to coast have proved that FWDs are a sound 
investment in fire protection. 


Cardox Airport Fire Truck on FWD Chassis 


Releasing tons of zero-cold Cardox COz that smothers gasoline fires . . . 
another example of FWD’s ability to meet unusual fire protection needs. 


THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO CO., Clintonville, Wisconsin 


Canadian Factory: KITCHENER, ONTARIO 
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** America’s Foremost Fire Fighting Truck ¢ 
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